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(From left) US actor Matt Dillon, US actress Siobhan Fallon Hogan, Danish director Lars Von Trier, Swiss actor Bruno Ganz and
Danish actress Sofie Grabol pose as they arrive for the screening of the film ‘The House that Jack Built’.—AFP

US director Spike Lee (center) speaks yesterday as US actor Adam Driver
(left) and  US actor John David Washington listen during a press conference
for the film “BlacKkKlansman”.— AFP photos

US director Spike Lee (center) poses yesterday with (from left) US actress Damaris Lewis,
Finnish actor Jasper Paakkonen, US actress Laura Harrier, US actor Adam Driver, US actor
Topher Grace, US actor John David Washington and US actor Corey Hawkins during a photocall
for the film ‘BlacKkKlansman’ at the 71st edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, south-
ern France. 

(From left) US actor John David Washington, US director Spike Lee and US
actor Adam Driver yesterday during a photocall for the film
“BlacKkKlansman”.

M u s i c  &  M o v i e s

In a passionate, expletive-ridden monologue at the
Cannes Film Festival, director Spike Lee lambasted
Donald Trump for the US president’s response to last

year’s violent white supremacist protest in Charlottesville,
Virginia. Lee spoke to reporters yesterday after his
“BlacKkKlansman” premiered Monday night at Cannes to
a rousing standing ovation.

The 1979-set film, loosely based on a true story, is
about black police detective Ron Stallworth (played by
John David Washington, Denzel’s son) and a Jewish detec-
tive (Adam Driver) who together infiltrated a Ku Klux Klan
cell in Colorado. Topher Grace plays former KKK leader
David Duke.

The 61-year-old filmmaker said that following the vio-
lence in Charlottesville, the US president had the opportu-
nity to denounce the Ku Klux Klan and the alt-right. But

Trump instead chose to say there was “blame on both
sides” in the unrest between the neo-Nazi groups and
counter-protesters. He said Trump - whom he refused to
call by name - had “a chance to say we are about love and
not hate,” and sharply criticized him for not denouncing
the KKK. “It was a defining moment and he could have
said to the United States and the world that we’re better
than that,” said Lee.

“BlacKkKlansman,” produced by Jordan Peele (director
of “Get Out”), concludes by connecting the period tale
with today. It ends with actual footage from
Charlottesville, as well as Trump’s televised response. The
final image is an upside-down American flag that fades to
black and white. Focus Features will release the film in
August, on the year anniversary of Charlottesville.

Having already wrapped the film, Lee added the

Charlottesville coda after the unrest last summer. “Right
away, I knew that this had to be the coda for the film, but I
had to do something first,” said Lee. Before inserting
footage of the car that plowed through crowds in Virginia,
killing counter-protester Heather Heyer, Lee said he tele-
phoned Heyer’s mother. “I was not going to put that mur-
der scene in the film without her blessing,” said Lee.

Lee called Charlottesville an “ugly, ugly, ugly blemish
on America,” but he also repeatedly stressed to the inter-
national Cannes media that the racism depicted in
“BlacKkKlansman” isn’t unique to the United States. “This
right -wing (expletive) is not just America. It’s all over the
world. And we have to wake up,” said Lee. “We can’t be
silent. It’s not black, white, or brown. It’s everybody. We all
live on this planet, and this guy in the White House has the
nuclear code. I go to bed thinking about it.”

At the premiere Monday, Lee was outfitted in a shiny
purple-and-orange tuxedo and wore one ring declaring
“love” on one hand, and “hate” on the other, paying hom-
age to the jewelry won by the character Radio Raheem in
his previous film “Do the Right Thing.” He bounced into
the premiere at the Palais announcing: “Brooklyn’s in the
house!” Lee has frequently debuted films at Cannes,
including “Do the Right Thing” in 1989. He hopes
“BlacKkKlansman” shakes people from their slumber. “I
know it in my heart,” said Lee. “We’re on the right side of
history with this film.” — AP

In Cannes, Spike Lee lambasts Trump over white supremacists

Controversial director Lars von Trier kicked up a
storm of anger at the Cannes film festival yesterday
with a  brutal serial killer film which many see as

giving the finger to the #MeToo  movement. The Danish
provocateur, who was banned from Cannes for seven
years for saying he understood Hitler, has a frustrated
architect played by Matt Dillon kill a string of women and
children in scenes of such “abhorrent cruelty” that many
critics walked out. “Vile movie. Should not have been
made. Actors (also) culpable,” said American entertain-
ment reporter Roger Friedman, while another who left
tweeted, “Gross. Pretentious. Vomitive. Torturous.
Pathetic.”

As the killer Jack horribly mutilates one girlfriend, who
has suffered a night of controlling behavior, he says: “Why
is it always the man’s fault... If you are born male you are
born to be guilty. Think of the injustice of that.” He later
makes a wallet from her severed breasts. But the scene
that sparked most revulsion was one in which Jack
indulges in amateur taxidermy on one of the children he
has killed with their mother after inviting them on a picnic.

Before dispatching them, he had them all wear Donald
Trump-style red baseball hats. The Hollywood Reporter
slammed the film as “an autoerotic ego massage... often as
inane as it is unsettling.” And there was no doubt that it
was “a direct FU to the current climate of reckoning over
gender bias and sexual misconduct.”

‘Gruesome’ 
Von Trier also seemed to taunt the festival over his ban

with images of Hitler and other mass-murdering dictators
as the killer rhapsodizes about icons of evil and the sound
of German World World II Stuka dive-bombers.

Von Trier, who is notorious for putting his actors
through hell, has had to deny accusations he sexually
harassed singer Bjork on the set of his 2000 film, “Dancer
in the Dark”. Danish authorities investigating the produc-
tion company he founded said female staff had been bul-
lied, humiliated and sexually harassed.—AFP

Kristen Stewart
ditches heels to

escape Cannes rain 

Kristen Stewart took off her high heels and walked
the red carpet barefoot as she attended a screen-
ing of ‘BlacKkKlansman’ at the Cannes Film

Festival. The 28-year-old actress ensured all eyes were
on her as she attended the premiere in a silver top and
skirt finished with sky-high Christian Louboutin heels
whilst attending the premiere but after the rain started to
pour down, Kristen ran towards the Palais des Festivals
for shelter, removing her heels to get there more quickly,
breaking the festival’s ‘heels only’ rule for the red carpet. 

This isn’t the first time the ‘Twilight: Saga’ star has
broken the strict Cannes rule on footwear for female
guests. In 2016, Kristen made a statement by wearing
flats and spoke out about the double standards when it
comes to the dress code for women and men. She said:
“Things have to change immediately. It has become
really obvious that if [a man and I] were walking the
red carpet together and someone stopped me and said,
‘Excuse me, young lady, you’re not wearing heels. You
cannot come in.’ Then [I’m going to say], ‘Neither is my
friend. Does he have to wear heels?’ It can work both
ways.” — Bang Showbiz

Von Trier targets #MeToo 
in shocking serial killer film

Russian model Natasha Poly poses as she arrives on May 14, 2018 for the screening of
the film “BlacKkKlansman”. — AFP photos

Australian actress
and President of the
Jury Cate Blanchett.

Canadian model Winnie Harlow poses as she arrives for
the screening of the film “BlacKkKlansman”.

US actress and member of the Feature Film Jury Kristen
Stewart walks barefoot on the red carpet after she removed
her shoes. — AFP photos

In this file photo, musicians, Adam Clayton, from left, Bono, Larry Mullen Jr and The Edge, of
the band U2, perform on stage at Twickenham Stadium in London. — AP

U2 will put on a special one-night
show at New York’s historic Apollo
Theater. Howard Stern yesterday

announced the invitation-only event for
SiriusXM subscribers during his show on
the satellite music service. The company
says U2 will play songs from its “Songs of
Experience” album along with classics
from its career.

Bono calls it a bucket-list moment and
says it’s “an incredible honor” to play on
the same stage in Harlem that has hosted
the legends of soul. SiriusXM sub-
scribers can win tickets to the June 11
performance through an invitation sent
by email. —AP

U2 to play at New York’s 
historic Apollo Theater


