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Charli XCX 
announces Pop 2 

London and Paris gigs 

Charli XCX has announced two intimate gigs with special guests,
including collaborator A.G. Cook. The ‘Boom Clap’ singer will
bring songs from the pair’s latest mixtape, ‘Pop 2’, which

includes features from Tove Lo, ALMA, Carly Rae Jepsen, Kim Petras
and MO, to London’s Village Underground on June 19 and Paris’ La
Maroquinerie on June 20. Announcing the two European shows on
Twitter, Charli wrote: “POP 2 LONDON & POP 2 PARIS. 19TH &
20TH JUNE. WITH SPECIAL GUESTS. TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY
(sic)” The 25-year-old pop star is currently supporting Taylor Swift
with Camila Cabello on the ‘Shake It Off’ hitmaker’s ‘Reputation
Stadium Tour’, and she is hoping to jump into the studio with them
both. Charli said previously: “I’m really excited to be around all this
female energy. I think it will be so powerful. Both Camila and Taylor
are such excellent songwriters so in a dream world, we would get
some studio time too. That would be awesome.” Charli would love to
recreate 90s bop ‘All the Things She Said’ by t.A.T.u with Taylor. She
said: “I’d actually love to do something super emo with her, like
t.A.T.u’s ‘All the Things She Said’- oh my God, that would be amazing.”
The ‘Girls’ singer has already been in the studio with ‘Havana’ hitmaker
Camila. The British singer penned the track ‘Scar Tissue’ with the
‘Never Be The Same’ star, and of all the people she’s worked with over
the years - including Rita Ora, Iggy Azalea and Britney Spears - Charli
said Camila surprised her the most as she wasn’t expecting her to be
so “prolific” coming from a manufactured girl group. She said:
“Honestly I’m not just saying this because you mentioned her earlier,
but Camila really blew me away.  “I guess I just fell into that pre-
dictable, stupid mindset that people who have been placed into fabri-
cated bands might not be the most prolific in the studio because they
often, and unfairly, have very little say in their artistic process.  “I was
totally proven wrong.  “Camila is so prolific and incredibly versatile
and talented in the studio.  “And she’s really only recently found her
creative freedom, so I feel like this is just the beginning of her creative
journey.  “She’s going to go on to do so much incredible writing, for
herself and probably other artists, too. She’s amazing.” Tickets for
Charli’s ‘Pop 2’ shows go on sale on Friday.

Wiley documentary 
heading for big screen 

Wiley’s journey to becoming the Godfather of
Grime is set to be the subject of a new doc-
umentary. The ‘Wearing My Rolex’ hitmaker

- whose real name is Richard Cowie - says that while
the film will focus on the “highs and lows” of his life
and career, he’s doing it for Grime as a genre and the
“lost” musicians who have brought it to the main-
stream. He said: “This is my life, my highs and lows, but
it’s not really all about me. “When I make music, help
the scene or even do something like this, it’s like I’m
not alone any more. It’s for people who grew up like
me. I’m doing it to help people who are lost like me.”
The 39-year-old rapper - who was awarded an MBE
this year - is yet to choose who will portray him in the
documentary. The film is being helmed by Adam Smith
- who has worked on similar projects for The Chemical
Brothers and Mike Skinner from The Streets - and
Wiley’s sister Janaya Cowie is reportedly set to execu-
tive produce. Pulse Films - who did Beyonce’s 65-
minute visual film ‘Lemonade’ - and BMG are produc-
ing the documentary, which is titled ‘Wiley’. Speaking
last year, Wiley - who released his 12th studio album
‘Godfather II’, the second half of 2017’s ‘Godfather’ -
claimed the sound currently enjoying chart success “is
not grime”. He explained: “No-one’s had a grime num-
ber one.  “Any number one that anyone’s had, it’s pop
music.  “England is built on pop music, that’s why the
show was called ‘Top of the Pops’. It’s a strong pop
market.” Wiley insisted he didn’t wish to detract from
the recent success of acts like Stormzy and Skepta.
But he feels that the sound he helped to create has
been watered down over time in order to make it more
radio-friendly. The London rapper said: “Stormzy and
Skepta have made it into something today that pays as
well as pop does.” Meanwhile, speaking of his royal
title, he said: “I’m honored to be receiving an MBE. It
feels like the school grade I wanted and didn’t get but
now I’m finally there.”

Louis Tomlinson is planning to go on tour this year. The ‘Just Hold
On’ hitmaker has revealed that while he’s hard at work on his
debut solo album, he’s hoping to make time to hit the road some-

time in 2018. He tweeted: “Defo hoping to get out on tour this year just
FYI ! ... Still working out when but believe me I can’t wait to get back
on the road ! (sic)” So far this year, Louis has only completed one live
performance at SIR Rehearsal Studios in Los Angeles last month, his
last gig prior to that was on ‘The X Factor’ in the UK in December
2017.  The 26-year-old hunk is said to be heading in a new direction
music wise, after parting ways his management. The One Direction star
reportedly called time on his two-year partnership with James Grant
Management - who look after the likes of Take That, Blink-182 and
James Arthur - to start a fresh with a new team, in a bid to find “inter-
national success”.  A source recently: “Louis has decided to try a new
team and is looking for someone who can help him have international
success.  “His first two singles have had 800,000 streams online
already but he has some new ideas about what to do next. “There are
no hard feelings from the team at James Grant, they’ve wished him all
the best.” According to The Sun newspaper, Louis is said to have been
contacted by several major management companies who are desperate
to sign him up. Louis has so far released ‘Just Hold On’ with Steve Aoki,
‘Back to You’ with Bebe Rexha and Digital Farm Animals, ‘Miss You’
and ‘Just Like You’.  Last month, Louis - who found fame in One
Direction alongside Liam Payne, Harry Styles, Niall Horan and former
member Zayn Malik - said he’s “close” to releasing his solo album.

Prince’s legendary band The
Revolution have announced their
first European shows in 33 years.

The late ‘Raspberry Beret’ hitmaker’s
group - who featured on all his albums
from ‘1999’ to ‘Sign O’ The Times’ - are
set to perform select dates, including a
stop at London’s O2 Shepherd’s Bush
Empire on February 13, next year.
Keyboard player Doctor Fink - who has
performed in the band since 1979 - has
revealed that he and drummer Bobby Z
held talks with the music legend, who
sadly passed away from an overdose in
April 2016, to get the band back togeth-
er, though sadly nothing came of it. On
how special these shows will be, he said:
“Back in 2014, Bobby and I met with
Prince. “and he opened the meeting with
his desire to reunite with The Revolution
for some future shows.  “Sadly for us, this
did not come to fruition, which makes our
reunion all the more poignant.” Lisa
Coleman - who played the keys from
1980 onwards - added: “We’re the ones

that he held on to.  “We walked on the
moon together - he would say, ‘You guys
are the only ones who know what I know
about this.’” The band - completed by
Brown Mark and Wendy Melvoin - start-
ed performing again following the ‘Kiss’
singer’s death two years ago, starting
with three concerts in Prince’s home-
town of Minneapolis at the First Avenue
Club in tribute to the icon. They’ve gone
on to perform shows around the world
and will touch down in Europe when
they play Copenhagen’s Vega on
February 8. It follows the news that a
new Prince album is set to be streamed
on Jay-Z’s streaming service TIDAL next
year. The rapper said: “Our only goal is
to share Prince’s music with his fans as
he wanted. “After thoughtful and honest
conversation with him, he chose TIDAL
as his partner for ‘HITnRUN Phase One’
and ‘HITnRUN Phase Two’, and we will
continue to respect and honour Prince’s
enduring legacy and wishes with this
new collection.”

Prince’s The Revolution 
announce European shows 

Maren Morris is “trying to get
out of her comfort zone” with
her new album. The ‘Seeing

Blind’ hitmaker hopes her next LP will
be a “natural step” following her 2016
debut album ‘HERO’. She said: “I think
there was already a good bit of that
with my first record, but with this one
probably more. I think that’s a natural
next step for me. I’m trying to get out
of my comfort zone a little more on this
album.” And the 28-year-old singer
feels she is in a “healthier headspace”
now than she was when she was work-
ing on her first LP. She added: “The
lyrics are more grown-up. I recorded
my debut album when I was 24; I’m 28
now. Doesn’t feel like that long ago, but
a lot has happened in that chunk of
time. I’m in a healthier headspace; I’m
less judgmental of myself . . . Keith
Urban has actually given me a lot of

great advice. He’s like, ‘This is a snap-
shot of your life. It’s like a yearbook, so
don’t overthink your second album. It’s
just songs that reflect those years of
time and then you move on and you
make another album. Don’t even worry
about the deadlines; they whoosh past.
Just focus on being in there.’ That took
some of the heat off me.” Maren loves
the “production element” of making
music too. She told Rolling Stone mag-
azine: “I love sparring back and forth
with people and just geeking out over
mixes. I love the production element of
making records. Even when I moved to
Nashville the reason I learned about
production was from being in demo
sessions from my songs when I was
just a writer. I  learned my voice
sounds better with this certain kind of
effect, or what guitars sound too slick
and polished.”

Maren Morris wants to get out 
of ‘comfort zone’ on new album 

Alex Turner took inspiration from Leonard
Cohen for the new Arctic Monkeys album.
The British rockers’ frontman changed his

approach to songwriting when working on
‘Tranquility Base Hotel & Casino’ - the group’s
sixth studio album - after hearing the late, leg-
endary singer/songwriter, who passed away in
November 2016 aged 82, discussing how parts of
his tunes don’t necessarily make sense on their own.
He said: “I think saw Leonard Cohen talking about
writing and that idea if you pull out one thing from
one his songs, you’re gonna be like, ‘What is he on
about?’  “But in the context of everything, I feel like
you know exactly where he’s coming from, espe-
cially with a writer like him - you’re right there with
him as you listen to a song of his in its entirety or a
record.” Hearing him talk about that idea of pulling
one thing out and it not making much sense is defi-
nitely something that spurred me on to approach-
ing this record in that way and not be so con-
cerned with making the thing be about whatever
it’s about.” The 32-year-old singer became “less
concerned” with writing tracks with their own
individual ideas for the album, as he did with sev-
eral tunes for the group’s 2013 record ‘AM’, and
The Last Shadow Puppets’ ‘Everything You’ve
Come To Expect’. Speaking on BBC 6Music, he
added: “I suppose on the last Monkeys record, and
even the record I did just before this with Miles
[Kane], there are songs that are about what they’re
about, you know?  “Like ‘Why’d You Only Call Me
When You’re High’ or whatever, it starts and ends
with here. “Maybe that thing spills onto some of
the other tracks or the tone of that, but I think I
became less concerned on this album [with] com-
partmentalizing every idea to the point where each
song became this episode that starts and ends in
three minutes.”

Turner’s Leonard 
Cohen inspiration 

Mel B wants to do more solo music. The
Spice Girl has revealed that she is hoping
to make time to write some tunes for her-

self in the “future”, when she’s not busy working
with her bandmates - Emma Bunton, Geri Horner,
Victoria Beckham and Mel C - on their comeback.
She told the Metro newspaper: “I’d love to do more
solo stuff. “It’s not something I am planning on
imminently but definitely in the future. “I will try
and squeeze that out.”  The 42-year-old singer has-
n’t released a solo song since 2013’s ‘For Once in
My Life’, which peaked at number two on the
Billboard Hot Dance Club Songs chart. Whilst she
has released two solo records, 2000’s ‘Hot’, which
she put out a month before the release of the ‘Say
You’ll Be There’ group’s final album ‘Forever’. It
included the singles, ‘I Want You Back’, featuring
Missy Elliott, ‘Tell Me’, ‘Feels So Good’ and
‘Lullaby’, and was followed up with the record ‘L.A.
State of Mind’ in 2005. The ‘Viva Forever’ hitmak-
ers sparked speculation they are planning to
release new music and go on tour after all five
members reunited at Geri’s house earlier this year.
However, despite teasing fans about a tour, Mel
says she and her bandmates haven’t decided exact-
ly what they are going to do yet, though they are
working hard with their manager Simon Fuller on
projects.  She said: “We haven’t figured it out yet.
“All five of us signed to Simon Fuller a couple of

months ago. “We are working on a master plan, so
once we’ve all decided...  “The good thing is that all
five of us are back together.. “As in details ... that’s
being sorted out as we speak. “We’ll see. I’m not
going to stay this, this and this. “I love my girls, I
love performing, I love touring the world, doing
interviews and just being creative and writing
music, so we’ll see.” 

Mel B wants to add 
to her solo reportoire 


