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HONG KONG: Twice champions Guangzhou Evergrande
crashed out of the Asian Champions League yesterday as
Fabio Cannavaro’s team lost on away goals to Tianjin
Quanjian after their last 16 second leg match finished 2-2.

Alexandre Pato and Wang Jie scored the crucial goals
for Paulo Sousa’s tournament debutants Tianjin, who
reached the quarter-finals hav-
ing drawn last week’s first leg
against their fellow Chinese
Super League side 0-0.  

“Thanks to the support of
our fans we have eliminated
the strongest team in Asia,”
said Sousa, whose team
entered the competition in the
playoff rounds. “We have been
improving all the time. We have
done well in the group stage, in
both points and the goals we
scored, and I hope we can car-
ry this success into the Chinese Super League and win the
next game.”

Guangzhou’s Brazilian striker Ricardo Goulart put the
home side in front in the 17th minute when he bundled the
ball over the line from close range, but Pato levelled just
two minutes later with a downward header.

Goulart put Evergrande in front again three minutes
after the restart only for Wang to hit a second equaliser for
Tianjin. They will be joined in next week’s draw in Kuala
Lumpur by twice champions Jeonbuk Motors after the
South Koreans came back from a first-leg deficit to elimi-
nate Thailand’s Buriram United 4-3 on aggregate.

Buriram led 3-2 going into the second leg but Ricardo
Lopes levelled the aggregate score for a dominant

Jeonbuk with an 18th minute volley and Lee Jae-sung put
the result beyond doubt with a dipping free kick four min-
utes from fulltime.

Iran’s Persepolis, who reached the semi-finals last year,
also secured their place in the next phase of the competi-
tion on away goals as Branko Ivankovic’s Tehran-based

team defeated Al Jazeera from
the United Arab Emirates in
dramatic fashion.

Al Jazeera held a 3-2
advantage from the first leg
but Ahmad Nourollahi put
Persepolis in the driving seat
when he struck in the 63rd
minute.

Romarinho equalised for Al
Jazeera 20 minutes from full-
time and the club from Abu
Dhabi looked set to advance
until veteran Iran international

defender Seyed Jalal Hosseini scored with just a minute
remaining to spark scenes of celebration inside the Azadi
Stadium.

Persepolis will be joined in the quarter-finals by Al
Sadd from Qatar, who knocked Saudi Arabia’s Al Ahli out
of the competition with a 4-3 aggregate win.

The Doha-based side held a 2-1 lead from the first leg
and Baghdad Bounedjah increased his side’s advantage
with just two minutes on the clock.

A header from Claudemir and a scrambled effort from
Mohanad Asiri restored parity on aggregate for Al Ahli,
only for Bounedjah to score his second of the night and his
ninth of the competition so far in the 70th minute to put Al
Sadd into the quarter-finals. — Reuters
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LONDON: The names of 137 goalscorers from this
season’s FA Cup campaign will feature on the ball
that will be used for Saturday’s final between
Manchester United and Chelsea, the English
Football Association (FA) said yesterday. 

United playmaker Alexis Sanchez and Chelsea
winger Willian are among the names to be included
as part of the FA’s ‘Ball for All’ initiative to celebrate
players from different divisions across the country
that took part this season - the 137th edition of the
competition.

“Over 3,000 goals have been scored in this sea-
son’s competition, from all levels of the football
pyramid,” FA’s director of professional game rela-
tions Andy Ambler has said.

“The 137 goalscorers from across the country
are representative of all who have contributed to
this season’s competition.” Other names on the ball
will include Wigan Athletic’s Will Grigg, who
scored the winner as the third-tier League One
side shocked Premier League champions
Manchester City in the fifth round. Liam Pullen, a
player for Chipping Sodbury Town, scored the
National League Step 6 side’s first ever FA Cup
goal this season and has also been named on the
ball, which he will present ahead of kickoff at
Wembley on Saturday. —Reuters
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UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE

Olympique Marseille v Atletico de Madrid 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 1

GUANGZHOU: Tianjin Quanjian’s Anthony Modeste (C) fights for the ball with Guangzhou Evergrande’s Feng
Xiaoting (L) and Zheng Zhi (R) during the AFC Champions League round of 16 football match between China’s
Guangzhou Evergrande and Tianjin Quanjian in Guangzhou in China’s southern Guangdon. — AFP

PARIS: Former Olympique de Marseille president
Bernard Tapie, who led the club to the Champions
League title in 1993, is relishing their presence in the
Europa League final-and he has a piece of advice for
Rudi Garcia’s team.

The 75-year-old, who has been battling stomach
cancer, will probably not be able to attend today’s final
against Atletico Madrid in Lyon, but seeing OM gun-
ning for another European title is a great source of
comfort.

“What I go through with OM now is helping me to
an incredible extent,” Tapie told L’Equipe earlier this
month. A charismatic president of Marseille from 1986
to 1994, he was at the helm when OM beat AC Milan 1-
0 in the final of the Champions League before being
sent to prison for corruption in a match-fixing scandal
in the French first division.

The former businessman and Minister of City Affairs
has been keeping a sharp eye on his former club

despite his illness. “Om are not among the top 10 teams
in Europe yet they are in the final of the Europa
League, something Arsenal, Lazio and Lyon could not
do,” he said.

Tapie believes the collective force of the team has
been key to their success in the competition. “You can-
not single out a player. You have to look at the general
profile of this team. They are proud, brave and hard-
working,” he said.

EMBRACE THE MOMENT
Since their 1993 triumph, France’s only title in

Europe’s premium club competition, Marseille have
played in two UEFA Cup finals but were comprehen-
sively beaten, 3-0 by Parma in 1999 and 2-0 by
Valencia in 2004.

This time, according to Tapie, Marseille should
embrace the moment and the pressure that goes with it.
“Before Bari (where OM lost the 1991 European Cup
final to Red Star Belgrade on penalties), we had so
much desire that it became counter-productive,” he
said. “We were tense and we lost focus, while what you
must look for is relaxation and concentration, some-
thing we achieved in 1993. “OM will have nothing to
lose (against Atletico). It must be felt in the way they
prepare the game and in the way they are going to play
it.” Tapie will probably be in bed when the match kicks
off at Lyon’s Groupama stadium, although after OM

beat Salzburg in the semi-finals following extra time he
said that should his condition slightly improve, he might
make the trip.

“If there is any improvement, I can change my mind
on the morning of the game. But that will not be easy,”
he said. — Reuters
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Loew agrees 
contract extension 
DORTMUND: Germany coach Joachim Loew has agreed
to extend his contract with the world champions to 2022,
he said yesterday before the unveiling of his preliminary
World Cup squad.

Loew, whose current deal runs out in 2020, has been in
charge for 12 years and in 2014 led Germany to their fourth
World Cup title.

“This is a big responsibility to continue developing
players,” the 58-year-old told reporters after German
Football Association President Reinhard Grindel said
they had agreed to extend their current deal by two
more years.

“To work with the best players in Germany, then devel-
op them and to make them better, to form a team that sets
the highest goals, this is what drives and still gives me joy.”
Loew has been in charge for 160 matches, winning 106,
more than any other Germany coach.

He started out as assistant to Juergen Klinsmann after
only limited coaching experience in club football. Loew
took over after the 2006 World Cup in Germany and has
led his country to at least the semi-finals in all of the five
major tournaments for which he has been at the helm.     

“We did not need long to get a conclusion,” Grindel
said.  “We will extend the contract of Joachim Loew and
the entire training team until 2022.” Germany will face
Mexico, Sweden and South Korea in Group F at next
month’s World Cup in Russia. — Reuters

FLORENCE: New Italy coach Roberto Mancini
yesterday said he wanted to restore pride in the
national side six months after their shock failure to
qualify for the World Cup.  “Not going to the World
Cup is difficult for those who, like us, have always
been cheering for the national team,” Mancini told a
press conference at the national training centre at
Coverciano, near Florence.  “I feel the need to do
something for the national team and think it’s the
right time for me. I want to build something for the
years to come and bring Italy back to the top.”

Italy have been without a permanent coach since
Gian Piero Ventura was sacked after the four-time
world champions failed to qualify for the World Cup
for the first time since 1958. Former Manchester City
and Inter Milan coach Mancini signed a two-year
deal on Monday after severing his lucrative contract
with Russians Zenit Saint Petersburg.

The contract, reportedly worth two million euros
($2.3 million) a year, will see Mancini lead Italy’s bid
to qualify for Euro 2020. If successful, it will be
automatically extended until June 2022, ahead of the
World Cup in Qatar.  The Italian federation had
been looking for a prestigious coach to rebuild an
Azzurri side decimated after their play-off defeat to
Sweden in the San Siro last November.

Mancini will give up a reported 13 million euros in
wages over the two remaining years on his Zenit
contract to do national service.  “Mancini gave up
significant financial opportunities to do so. This is
testimony to his complete determination and desire
to take on this job,” said Italian FA commissioner
Roberto Fabbricini. His first match in charge will be
a friendly on May 28 against Saudi Arabia in
Switzerland.

BALOTELLI RETURN 
Mancini said there would be “room for everyone”

in his squad and that he planned to recall in-form
Nice striker Mario Balotelli, whom he coached at
Inter and Manchester City. Balotelli has not played
for his country since the 2014 World Cup.  “Even in
difficult times, Italy can boast of having players of
great quality. I will certainly also speak with
Balotelli,” said Mancini.  “He’s a player that we want

to see at the level he had during the Euro (2012
when Italy reached the final).” He also said he would
talk to recently retired Italy great Andrea Pirlo
about joining his coaching setup.

In Mancini, Italy have a coach with a solid track
record as a title-winner, with 13 trophies in club
football. He led Manchester City to their first English
league title in 44 years in 2012, and won three Serie
A crowns with Inter. He also won the Italian Cup
with Inter, Fiorentina and Lazio.

Since leaving England in 2013, Mancini coached
Galatasaray, whom he lead to a Turkish Cup suc-
cess, and returned to Inter before joining Zenit last
June.  But this will be his first international coaching

job.  “I don’t know if this will be my most difficult
challenge, if you coach a club and you don’t win
everyone is angry with you, here there are 50 mil-
lion people.

“That’s beautiful too, though, because if you win
something important there’s huge satisfaction. It’s
not an easy chal lenge, but nothing is easy.”
Mancini, a former Lazio and Sampdoria forward,
never became a regular during a love-hate rela-
tionship with Italy over a 10-year international
career that gleaned just four goals in 36 caps. He
reached the semi-finals of Euro 1988, and was in
the squad that finished third in the 1990 World Cup
on home soil. — AFP
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COVERCIANO: Italy’s national football team newly appointed head coach, Roberto Mancini holds Italy’s jer-
sey during a press conference yesterday. — AFP


