
DUBLIN: Pakistan debutant Imam-ul-Haq saw his side
to victory as Ireland’s first match in men’s Test cricket
ended in a gallant last-day defeat by five wickets at
Malahide yesterday. Pakistan, set a seemingly modest
160 to win, after earlier making Ireland follow-on, col-
lapsed to 14 for three before lunch on the fifth day.  

But 22-year-old left-handed opener Imam, the
nephew of Pakistan selection chief and former Test
batsman Inzamam-ul-Haq, responded to the pressure
with 74 not out-his maiden fifty at this level.

Together with Babar Azam, who made 59 after being
dropped on nine, he kept Ireland at bay during a
fourth-wicket stand of 126. Imam hit the winning runs
as grey clouds threatening rain hung over Malahide. 

Victory was a good way for Pakistan to prepare for
the first of a two-Test series against England at Lord’s
starting on May 24. Just four balls into their chase,
Pakistan saw Azhar Ali edge Tim Murtagh to Paul

Stirling at first slip.
Haris Sohail (seven) fell next, well taken in the gully

by Ed Joyce off towering fast bowler Boyd Rankin as
Ireland’s two former England internationals combined.
And 13 for two became 14 for three in 4.3 overs when
Middlesex paceman Murtagh produced a superb deliv-
ery to bowl Asad Shafiq between bat and pad for one.

Imam, who bats in spectacles, showed a maturity
beyond many of his more experienced top-order col-
leagues. He struck two fine fours off Stuart Thompson, a
square cut followed by a square drive. Ireland needed
to take every chance that came their way but, with
Babar yet to add to his interval score, he was dropped
in the slips by Andrew Balbirnie.

Imam, having cover driven a four off Rankin, com-
pleted a 61-ball fifty with seven boundaries-the third
time he had reached the landmark this tour after half-
centuries in warm-up matches against Kent and

Northamptonshire. Babar, cashed in to make a 61-ball
fifty. But with Pakistan 20 runs shy of victory, a mix-up
saw Babar run out. There was still time for Ireland to
take a couple more wickets but by then the match had
escaped their grasp. Earlier, Ireland were dismissed for
339 in their second innings. Kevin O’Brien, who on
Monday became the first Ireland batsman to score a
Test hundred, fell to his first ball yesterday as
Mohammad Abbas had him caught by Haris at slip for
118. The Irish, resuming on 319 for seven, saw Abbas
then take three wickets for 12 runs in 22 balls, the pace-
man finishing with an innings haul of five for 66 in 28.3
overs.

Only three sides in the 141-year history of Test
cricket had won after being made to follow on and only
one men’s team-Australia in the inaugural Test against
England at Melbourne in 1877 — had enjoyed a victory

in their debut match at this level.

SLASHING DRIVE
Ireland were facing an innings defeat when man-of-

the-match O’Brien came in at 95 for four but, ably
assisted by Stuart Thompson, who made 53, he turned
the tide during a seventh-wicket partnership of 114.

But after Tyrone Kane had seen out yesterday’s
opening over from Mohammad Amir, who took his
100th Test wicket on Monday, Abbas struck. O’Brien
going down on one knee to attempt a slashing drive off
a wide half-volley from Abbas, nicked to Haris.

A crestfallen O’Brien bowed his head in frustration
and dropped his bat as he trudged off the field. But the
34-year-old had every reason to be proud of an innings
that spanned five hours, 44 minutes and saw him face
217 balls with 12 fours. — AFP
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NEW DELHI: India aims to launch a women’s ver-
sion of its hugely popular Indian Premier League
(IPL) cricket tournament in the next three years, a
senior official said yesterday.  As part of the build-up,
top international women players will take part in a
Twenty20 game at Mumbai’s Wankhede Stadium next
week.  “We are planning to get a women’s IPL in
place in two to three years,” Board of Control for
Cricket in India administrator Vinod Rai told AFP.  No
firm details of the new league have yet been revealed,
but pressure for a women’s IPL has been building
since India reached the final of the women’s World
Cup in England last year.

England’s Danni Wyatt, Australian all-rounder
Ellyse Perry and New Zealand captain Suzie Bates
are some of the names confirmed for the May 22
exhibition game. Top Indians including national skip-
per Mithali Raj, Jhulan Goswami and Harmanpreet
Kaur will compete in an Indian team under IPL rules
in the exhibition.

“The match to be played between a BCCI XI and
IPL XI will take place ahead of the first (men’s IPL)
playoff at the Wankhede Stadium,” Rai said.  Also
signed up are wicketkeeper-batter Alyssa Healy,
Megan Schutt and Beth Mooney from  Australia, and
Kiwi batter Sophie Devine, who holds the record for
the fastest half-century in women’s T20Is.

IPL chairman Rajeev Shukla said: “Even as the IPL
continues to roll like a well-oiled machine, over the
last couple of weeks efforts were made to put in
place a similar structure for women cricketers.  “We
were in talks with several boards and I am pleased
with the outcome.” — AFP

India aims for 
women’s IPL in 
three years

SCOREBOARD

Pakistan 1st Innings 310-9 dec (Faheem Ashraf 83, Asad Shafiq 62,
Shadab Khan 55; T Murtagh 4-45, S Thompson 3-62)
Ireland 1st Innings 130 (Mohammad Abbas 4-44, Shadab Khan 3-31)
Ireland 2nd Innings (following-on, overnight: 319-7)
E. Joyce run out (Faheem Ashraf) 43
W. Porterfield c Sarfraz Ahmed b Mohammad Amir 32
A. Balbirnie lbw b Mohammad Abbas 0
N. O’Brien b Mohammad Amir 18
P. Stirling lbw b Mohammad Abbas 11
K. O’Brien c Haris Sohail b Mohammad Abbas 118
G. Wilson c Haris Sohail b Mohammad Amir 12
S. Thompson b Shadab Khan 53
T. Kane b Mohammad Abbas 14
B. Rankin b Mohammad Abbas 6
T. Murtagh not out 5
Extras (b1, lb20, nb2, w4) 27
Total (all out, 129.3 overs, 579 mins) 339
Fall of wickets: 1-69 (Joyce), 2-69 (Balbirnie), 3-94 (N O’Brien), 4-
95 (Porterfield), 5-127 (Stirling), 6-157 (Wilson), 7-271 (Thompson),
8-321 (K O’Brien), 9-332 (Rankin), 10-339 (Kane).
Bowling: Amir 29.2-9-63-3; Abbas 28.3-10-66-5 (1nb); Rahat 23-3-
75-0 (2w); Faheem 18-3-51-0 (1nb, 1w); Shadab 30.4-7-63-1

Pakistan 2nd Innings (target: 160)
Azhar Ali c Stirling b Murtagh 2
Imam-ul-Haq not out 74 
Haris Sohail c Joyce b Rankin 7
Asad Shafiq b Murtagh 1
Babar Azam run out (Balbirnie/Thompson) 59
Sarfraz Ahmed lbw b Thompson 8
Shadab Khan not out 4
Extras (nb5) 5
Total (5 wkts, 45 overs, 199 mins) 160
Did not bat: Faheem Ashraf, Mohammad Amir, Mohammad Abbas,
Rahat Ali
Fall of wickets: 1-2 (Azhar), 2-13 (Haris), 3-14 (Shafiq), 4-140
(Babar), 5-152 (Sarfraz).
Bowling: Murtagh 16-3-55-2; Rankin 12-1-57-1 (3nb); Thompson
11-4-31-1 (2nb); Kane 6-1-17-0.
Result: Pakistan won by five wickets

DUBLIN: Completed scoreboard on the fifth day of a
one-off Test between Ireland and Pakistan at Malahide
yesterday: 

DUBLIN: Pakistan’s captain Sarfraz Ahmed poses with the trophy after beating Ireland on the final day of
Ireland’s inaugural Test match against Pakistan at Malahide cricket club, in Dublin yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: England recalled batsman Jos Buttler in a
12-man squad announced yesterday for the first Test
against Pakistan at Lord’s on May 24. In the first
England squad since former Test batsman Ed Smith
took over as national selector, Somerset off-spinner
Dom Bess was given a first call-up.  But, after England’s
tour series losses in Australia and New Zealand, top-
order batsman James Vince was dropped after a run of
low scores at Test level despite the Hampshire batsman
making an unbeaten 201 against Somerset on Monday.

Buttler, widely regarded as one of the most talented
English batsmen of his generation, last played Test
cricket when he batted down the order.  The 27-year-
old has had a frustrating 18-match career in Test crick-
et, with his last appearance in the format against India
at Chennai in December 2016.  Having made an impact
at international level as a wicket-keeper/batsman,
Buttler has been selected for the first of a two-Test
series against Pakistan purely as a batsman.

Jonny Bairstow, who succeeded Buttler as England’s
Test keeper, has retained his place behind the stumps
having become a mainstay of skipper Joe Root’s side
with both bat and gloves.

Buttler is currently playing for the Rajasthan Royals
in the Twenty20 Indian Premier League, where his last
three scores have been 95, 94 and 81.

‘OUTSTANDING TALENT’ 
But he has not played first-class cricket for

Lancashire, his English county, since the end of last
season. “Jos Buttler is an outstanding talent, who is
already a central part of England’s white ball teams,”
said Smith in an England and Wales Cricket Board
statement. “The selection panel feels that this is the
perfect moment to reintroduce Jos to Test cricket,

where he has already enjoyed some success, including a
stint playing as a specialist batsman at number seven.
“Jos is playing with great confidence and flair, and he
will bring unique qualities to the Test team.”

Bess, 20, has played just 16 first-class matches, hav-
ing made his debut for Somerset against Pakistan at
Taunton in 2016. But he starred for MCC in the
Champion County match against Essex in March where
he took eight wickets in the match and scored a centu-
ry in a victory over the county Champions in Barbados.

An injury to Somerset team-mate Jack Leach has
paved the way for Bess’s inclusion as the lone specialist
spinner in a squad after England decided against recall-
ing Moeen Ali. “Dom Bess has made an excellent start

to his first-class career,” said Smith.
“With Jack Leach missing out due to injury, the

selection panel wanted to invest opportunity in a young
spin bowler.  “Dom’s strong form, character and all-
round abilities presented a compelling case for selec-
tion.”  England 12-man squad to play Pakistan in the
first Test at Lord’s, May 24-28:

Joe Root (Yorkshire, capt), James Anderson
(Lancashire), Jonny Bairstow (Yorkshire, wkt), Dom
Bess (Somerset), Stuart Broad (Nottinghamshire), Jos
Buttler (Lancashire), Alastair Cook (Essex), Dawid
Malan (Middlesex), Ben Stokes (Durham), Mark
Stoneman (Surrey), Chris Woakes (Warwickshire),
Mark Wood (Durham). — AFP
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KOLKATA: Rajasthan Royals cricketer Jos Buttler plays a shot during the 2018 Indian Premier League (IPL)
Twenty20 cricket match between Kolkata Knight Riders and Rajasthan Royals at The Eden Gardens Cricket
Stadium in Kolkata yesterday. — AFP

Babar Azam made 59 after being dropped on nine

NEW DELHI: India’s Shashank Manohar has been re-elected
chairman of the International Cricket Council for another two
years, the sport’s world governing body said yesterday.
Manohar, who became the ICC’s first independent chairman
in 2016, was elected unopposed for a second term after a
tenure marked by broad reforms.  He was the sole nominee
for the position.

As chairman he spearheaded efforts to restructure the ICC
to curb the dominance of cricket’s three wealthiest nations,
Australia, India and England.  The 60-year-old former head of
the Indian board successfully revised the ICC’s governance
and pushed for the appointment of its first independent

female director. “Over the next two years we can look for-
ward to launching a global strategy for the sport in partner-
ship with our members so we can grow the game and ensure
more of the world can enjoy cricket,” Manohar said in an ICC
statement.  “The sport is in good health but we are the
guardians of the game and we must continue to work hard to
maintain that.”Manohar resigned from the post last year but
was persuaded by the ICC board to retake the helm.  —AFP
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Shashank Manohar ABUJA: Tianjin Teda midfielder John Obi Mikel was
named as Nigeria captain when the country’s provi-
sional 30-man squad for the 2018 World Cup was
released on Monday. Nigeria are the only one of
Africa’s five representatives from the last World Cup
to return for the 2018 edition, which is being hosted
by Russia from June 14 to July 15.  

The team representing Africa’s most populous
nation will be looking to improve on their progression
to the last 16 in Brazil but the side have been drawn in

one of the toughest groups in what will be their fifth
World Cup appearance.

German coach Gernot Rohr named 31-year-old
former Chelsea midfielder Mikel as his captain for the
extended squad, which was announced in a statement
issued by the Nigeria Football Federation.

Chelsea wingback Victor Moses was Nigeria’s top
scorer in the qualifying campaign with three goals,
while Mikel, Alex Iwobi, Moses Simon and Kelechi
Iheanacho weighed in with two goals apiece.

All invited players have been told to report to a
hotel in Uyo, capital of the southern state of Akwa
Ibom, on May 21 with the final list of 23 players need-
ing to be submitted to FIFA by June 4. 

Nigeria have been drawn in Group D in Russia,
alongside Argentina, Iceland and Croatia, who they
open their tournament against in Kaliningrad on June
16. Africa’s best performance at the World Cup finals
were quarter-final appearances for Cameroon (1990),
Senegal (2002) and Ghana (2010).—Reuters
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