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and deepening tension as well as threatening to plunge the
region into more violence, chaos and instability, he said.
Kuwait supported Palestinian request regarding the activa-
tion of some international mechanisms like the quartet
through the expansion of its members to include other
regional partners to be under the umbrella of the UN for
backing the peace process, he said.

Al-Otaibi reiterated Kuwait’s support for all legal and
peaceful steps taken by Palestine on national and internation-
al levels to consolidate its sovereignty over Al-Quds Al-Sharif
and the occupied territories. He affirmed that the desired
peace should begin with ending the Israeli occupation lasted
for 51 years, in line with the resolutions of international legiti-
macy, the land-for-peace principle, the road map and the
Arab peace initiative adopted by all Arab countries at Beirut
Summit in 2002.

He went to say that the initiative calls for the withdrawal of
Israel from all occupied Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese ter-
ritories to the line of June 4, 1967 borders.  It also ensures
addressing all issues of the final status, leading to help the
Palestinian people obtain all their legitimate political rights,
including the right to self-determination and the establish-
ment of an independent state with East Jerusalem as its capi-
tal, he mentioned. The Kuwaiti representative pointed out that
the Palestinian people want the United Nations, especially the
Security Council, to maintain international peace and security. 

Meanwhile, thousands of Gaza residents turned out yes-
terday for the funerals of Palestinians killed by Israeli troops a
day earlier, while on the Gaza-Israel border, Israeli forces
prepared to face  the expected final day of a Palestinian
protest campaign. Monday’s violence on the border, which
took place as the United States opened its new embassy in
Jerusalem, was the bloodiest for Palestinians since the 2014
Gaza conflict. 

The death toll rose to 60 overnight after an eight-month-
old baby died from tear gas that her family said she inhaled at
a protest camp on Monday. More than 2,200 Palestinians
were also injured by gunfire or tear gas, Palestinian medics
said. Palestinian leaders have called Monday’s events a mas-
sacre, and the Israeli tactic of using live fire against the pro-
testers has drawn worldwide concern and condemnation. 

The United Nations Security Council was due to meet to
discuss the situation. Israel has said it is acting in self-defense
to defend its borders and communities. Its main ally the
United States has backed that stance, with both saying that

Hamas, the Islamist group that rules the coastal enclave, insti-
gated the violence. Yesterday morning, mourners marched
through Gaza, waving Palestinian flags and calling for
revenge. “With souls and blood we redeem you martyrs,”
they shouted.

There were fears of further bloodshed as a six-week
protest campaign was due to reach its climax. May 15 is tra-
ditionally the day Palestinians mark the “Nakba”, or
Catastrophe, when hundreds of thousands fled or were driven
from their homes in violence culminating in war between the
newly created Jewish state and its Arab neighbors in 1948.
The protests, dubbed “The Great March of Return,” began
on March 30 and revived calls for refugees to have the right
of return to their former lands, which now lie inside Israel. 

Israel rejects any right of return, fearing that it would
deprive the state of its Jewish majority. Palestinian medical
officials say 105 Gazans have now been killed since the start
of the protests and nearly 11,000 people wounded, about
3,500 of them hit by live fire. Israeli officials dispute those
numbers. No Israeli casualties have been reported. More than
2 million people are crammed into the narrow Gaza Strip,
more than two thirds of them refugees. Citing security con-
cerns, Israel and Egypt maintain tight restrictions on the
enclave, deepening economic hardship and raising humani-
tarian concerns.

Sharpshooters
On the Israeli side of the border, Israeli sharpshooters

took up positions to stop any attempted breach of the
fence should demonstrations break out again. Tanks were
also deployed. A senior Israeli commander said that of the
60 Gazans killed on Monday, 14 were carrying out attacks
and 14 others were militants. He also said Palestinians pro-
testers were using hundreds of pipe bombs, grenades and
fire-bombs. 

Militants had opened fire on Israeli troops and tried to set
off bombs by the fence. Many casualties were caused by
Palestinians carrying out devices that went off prematurely,”
he said. “We approve every round fired before it is fired.
Every target is spotted in advance. We know where the bullet
lands and where it is aimed,” said the commander, who spoke
on condition that he not be named, in accordance with Israeli
regulations.

“However reality on the ground is such that unintended
damage is caused,” he said. In Geneva, the UN human rights
office condemned what it called the “appalling deadly vio-
lence” by Israeli forces. UN human rights spokesman Rupert
Colville said Israel had a right to defend its borders according
to international law, but lethal force must only be used a last
resort, and was not justified by Palestinians approaching the
Gaza fence. The UN rapporteur on human rights in the
Palestinian territories, Michael Lynk, said Israel’s use of force
may amount to a war crime. — Agencies 
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sovereignty over Jerusalem and everything in it,
where they meant jurisdiction over Islamic and
Christian holy sites. We say that they did not and will
not have jurisdiction over Jerusalem. The crime that
took place yesterday calls for us to stand together and
unite,” Tahboub said. He thanked South Africa, Turkey,
France and others for their honorable attitude towards
the issue of Palestine.

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
said: “Today’s speech does not represent my personal
point of view but represents that of the entire Kuwaiti
National Assembly, which in turn represents all the
Kuwaiti people. Today, a clear decision was issued at
the Assembly on the Palestinian cause, and it was voted

on unanimously without any objection from any mem-
ber of parliament.”

“Some may ask about the benefit of condemnation
and denunciation. I say this is what the enemy wants -
that the transfer of the embassy and daily massacres in
Gaza and the rest of Palestine become normalized and
we get accustomed to them and there is no reaction.
What we do today is not much, but it is very necessary,
and sends a clear and strong message. We do what is
available to us for the Palestinian cause,” Ghanem said.

“I saw a video of an old Palestinian woman in
Jerusalem who did not have a weapon or a tank but used
the voice of God through the Quran via loudspeakers
during the festivities of the opening of the embassy. This
is what we should be proud of and what the enemy
should know - that we do not fear. The Kuwaiti people
always support Palestine like our Amir taught us, and like
at the Security Council when our Kuwaiti ambassador
said that we are with the Palestinians in whatever they
see and want,” he noted. The event was attended by
many ambassadors, officials and members of parliament,
along with the media and supporters. 
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Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte imposed the
ban in February in the wake of reports that Filipino
workers were abused and even died in Kuwait, includ-
ing domestic helper Joanna Demafelis, whose body was
found in a freezer at her employers’ residence. Last
month, some videos of Filipinos rescuing housemaids in
Kuwait went viral. Kuwait condemned the incident and
insisted this was a flagrant violation of its sovereignty.
Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Alan Cayetano
apologized if the videos offended the sensibilities of
Kuwait, which accepted the apology but declared
Philippine Ambassador to Kuwait Rene Villa persona
non grata and asked him to leave the country. 

The following day, Duterte asked his nationals to go
back to the Philippines, stressing that the deployment
ban on workers from the Philippines will now be per-
manent. But backdoor negotiations continue and on
Friday, Kuwait and the Philippines finally signed an
agreement for the protection of OFWs. It was signed
by the foreign ministers of both countries. 

Asked by reporters when they will lift the ban on
domestic helpers, Overseas Workers Welfare
Administration (OWWA) Deputy Administrator Arnell
Arevalo Ignacio said it will be done soon, but will
depend on the recommendations of some officials from
the Philippine government. Duterte appointed Mama-o
as special envoy to Kuwait and Ignacio is currently
here to work on some details related to the implemen-
tation of the agreement.

“The memorandum of agreement is there and it was
signed. But it is just a piece of paper and we have to do
more, like for example the implementation, mechanism
and some groundwork to meet the need of all stake-
holders. The president wants me to work on some
details. We didn’t sign this agreement just to leave it
hanging,” he said. “I am here to make sure the agree-
ment signed is really workable and that all suggestions
and recommendations are heard one by one. We hear

from all sides - from foreign recruiters to employers to
workers; I go around Kuwait to hear everyone’s con-
cerns. The MoA was the first phase, and the second will
be implementing rules and guidelines,” he said. 

He said several mechanisms should be implemented
in order for the ban on domestic helpers to be lifted.
One of his recommendations was for the FRA (Foreign
Recruitment Agency) to set up several ‘day-off centers’
for Filipino housemaids. “Sponsors said one of many
reasons why they are not allowing their housemaids to
have a day off is because they are afraid they will be
befriended by men and will run away. If we have this
problem, shall we deprive our housemaids of their
social life? Isn’t it boring to see your boss every day
over and over again for the next two years or so?”
Ignacio asked. 

“Maybe there are solutions to the problem, so we
are laying down some solutions, and setting up day-off
centers is one good answer to employers’ apprehen-
sions. We’ll try to set up the facilities for housemaids to
enjoy - like sporting activities and so on - in that par-
ticular place. These people are humans and they need
to socialize. They can do this in this special center, so
that once a week they can have a day off with the rest
of the ladies. 

They are happy about this suggestion, and we’ve
been pinpointing places where we can set up these
centers. I think there will be day-off centers in several
areas, like in Salmiya, Hawally, Farwaniya, Jahra,
Fahaheel, etc,” he said. Another recommendation
Ignacio suggested was setting up a training center for
domestic helpers bound to Kuwait. “We need to
address the issue of culture shock when they reach
Kuwait. In the Philippines, we will train them and give
them enough time to learn and understand Kuwaiti cul-
ture. They are heading to an unfamiliar place, so of
course, they will be shocked,” he said. 

“We are also looking at the possibility of setting up
companies (maybe the recruitment agencies already
here) that can hire domestic helpers and deploy them
on an hourly basis. All these suggestions are being con-
sidered and we hope to come up with a solution to
every difficult problem we encounter. This is a relation-
ship issue, and we are dealing with it by talking. Thank
God, if we say something, Kuwaitis listen, and we are
very happy about it,” he said. 
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against the Palestinian people during the past 70
years since the establishment of Israel. In a commu-
nique read by speaker Marzouk Al-Ghanem, the
Assembly strongly condemned the transfer of the US
embassy to Jerusalem, reaffirming that the holy city is
the eternal capital of the independent Palestinian
State. The Assembly strongly deplored the Israeli
killing of the unarmed Palestinian demonstrators, say-

ing Israel wouldn’t have dared to commit these terror-
ist actions without the complete silence of the region
and the world. 

MP Riyadh Al-Adasani meanwhile, threatened he
will file to grill the prime minister if a report of a parlia-
mentary committee was debated in a secret session.
The report is the result of an investigation by the com-
mittee over a grilling to the prime minister several
months ago. Adasani is insisting that the report should
be discussed in public.

MP Al-Humaidi Al-Subaie strongly lashed out at the
Philippines, accusing Manila of military intervention in
Kuwait in a reference to the smuggling of several
Filipina maids by embassy workers which triggered a
diplomatic crisis between the two countries which has
now been resolved. 

MPs pass early
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BETHESDA: President Donald Trump’s wife, Melania
Trump, underwent a surgical procedure on Monday to treat
a benign kidney condition and will remain at Walter Reed
medical center for the rest of the week, the first lady’s office
said. Spokeswoman Stephanie Grisham said in a statement
that Mrs Trump, 48, underwent an embolization procedure
to treat the kidney condition. “The procedure was success-
ful and there were no complications,” Grisham said. 

“The first lady looks forward to a full recovery so she
can continue her work on behalf of children everywhere.”
President Trump spoke with his wife of 13 years before the
procedure and talked to the doctor after it was completed, a
White House official said.Trump later traveled by his Marine
One helicopter to Walter Reed to visit his wife. “Heading
over to Walter Reed Medical Center to see our great First
Lady, Melania. 

Successful procedure, she is in good spirits. Thank you
to all of the well-wishers!” he tweeted. An embolization is a

minimally invasive procedure often used to block the flow of
blood to a tumor or an abnormal area of tissue. Dr Keith
Kowalczyk, a urologist at MedStar Georgetown University
Hospital, said that based on available information it
appeared that Melania Trump was treated for a benign
tumor known as an angiomyolipoma.

“It’s the most common benign tumor that’s out there. It is
a tumor, which means it’s a growth. There’s no worry for it to
spread or metastasize. Once it’s treated, it’s treated,” he said.
Kowalczyk said women in their mid to late 40s make up 80
to 90 percent of the cases of angiomyolipomas. “It kind of
all fits. But I don’t know. Any time you are doing an
embolization, it’s because something might bleed. She’s
young and healthy and I can’t really think of any other rea-
son you would embolize someone like that.”

Kowalczyk said angiomyolipomas are most commonly
found by chance. “Usually, with embolization there is over
a 90 percent success rate,” he said. The Slovenian-born
first lady last week rolled out an agenda for her White
House work focused on helping children. A CNN/SSRS
poll found last week that Melania was viewed favorably
by 57 percent of Americans, up from 47 percent in
January. Her husband’s job approval rating lags behind
hers at 50 percent or less.—Reuters
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His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the Al-Sabah family, will
hold a reception for Ramadan well-wishers from the
army, the police, Kuwait National Guard (KNG), Kuwait
Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) and diplomats on the
first two days of the Holy Month at Bayan Palace. 

His Highness the Amir expressed apology for not

receiving citizen and resident well-wishers. The Amiri
Diwan extended wishes of prosperity for the leadership
and people of Kuwait, wishing for many happy returns
of this joyous occasion. Meanwhile, His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah will receive Ramadan well-wishers at the diwan
of the late Sheikh Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah in Al-
She’eb district.  The receptions will be after Isha
prayers on the third day of Ramadan. The Premiership
expresses good wishes to the people of Kuwait, the
Arab and Muslim nations on the advent of the holy
month.  — Agencies 

Amir sends greetings 


