
GAZA CITY: In her final embrace, Mariam
Al-Ghandour hugs the tiny body of her
daughter Leila tight, tears rolling down her
face. “The Israelis killed her,” she sobbed. The
health ministry in Gaza say baby Leila, only
eight months old, died after inhaling tear gas
along the border with Israel on Monday as
major protests escalated into the bloodiest
day in years, with at least 60 Palestinians
killed. The family prefers to focus on who
fired the gas rather than the series of deci-
sions that led to a baby being a few hundred
metres from the Israeli border during the
protests and clashes.

Leila is an outlier - 13 years younger than
any of the other victims and one of only two
females. The vast majority have been killed by
live ammunition fired by Israeli snipers but
Leila was caught up in a cloud of tear gas,
only temporarily painful for adults but poten-
tially more dangerous for infants. Mariam, her-
self only 17, explained that she had a dentist
appointment “so I left Leila with my brothers
at home”. “My little brother took her and went
to the border,” she said.

At the back of the room, 11-year-old
Ammar sobs uncontrollably as he looks at the
corpse. He says he mistakenly thought his sis-
ter was at the border with his mother and oth-

er family members. “So I took her with me on
the bus.” He added: “I feel I am the reason (for
her death).”

Close to the border he eventually found his
mother Heyam and handed Leila over to her.
They stayed only a few minutes, Heyam insist-
ed, before tear gas rained down on them. “I
could barely breathe,” she said. “We got away
from the gas and gave Leila to my sister and
went looking for two other children so we
could leave. “She drank juice but was crying a
lot. Then she went silent. I thought she was
sleeping.” It was only when they got off the

bus that they noticed her skin had turned blue.
“I rushed to the hospital. They told me she had
been dead more than an hour,” Heyam said. 

Tens of thousands of Palestinians rallied
near the border fence on Monday, with smaller
numbers seeking to breach it and clashes
erupting. Israeli forces on the border used tear
gas and sniper fire in response. At least 60
Palestinians were killed throughout the course
of the day. Another was killed on Tuesday, tak-
ing to 115 those who have died since protests
broke out on March 30. Only one Israeli sol-
dier has been reported wounded. — AFP
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DIYARBAKIR, Turkey: Protesters hold a demonstration to denounce the bloodshed along the Gaza border and the relocation of the US embassy to Jerusalem as the Israeli ambassador to Turkey was asked to temporarily leave the country
yesterday. — AFP 
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ANKARA: Turkey yesterday told the Israeli ambassa-
dor to temporarily leave after Ankara reacted with out-
rage to the killing of dozens of Palestinians by Israeli
troops on the Gaza border, in the worst crisis since a
2016 reconciliation deal. Ambassador Eitan Naeh was
summoned to the Turkish foreign ministry and told to
“return to his country for a period of time”, said a for-
eign ministry official, who asked not to be named. The
official said that this was also in line with Turkey recall-
ing its ambassador to Tel Aviv for consultations.

Naeh had been in his post only since Dec 2016 after
a reconciliation deal earlier that year ended a dispute
over the May 2010 deadly storming of a Turkish ship by
Israeli commandos that saw ties downgraded for over
half a decade. That deal was strongly backed by the
United States, which was keen to see Israel make up
with one of its very few key Muslim partners. Ankara
has reacted with fury to the killing on Monday of 60
Palestinians in clashes and protests, on the same day as
the US formally moved its embassy in Israel to
Jerusalem from Tel Aviv.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, currently on a visit
to Britain, had on Monday stepped up his rhetoric,
accusing Israel of “state terror” and “genocide” over
the killings. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu then
hit back at Erdogan, saying that as a leading supporter
of Palestinian Islamist group Hamas “there’s no doubt
he’s an expert on terror and slaughter”. While Turkey
under Erdogan has never completely severed ties with
Israel, the Turkish strongman has also never shied away

from the strongest criticism. He famously walked out of
a Jan 2009 debate in Davos with then Israeli president
Shimon Peres, complaining he was not given enough
time to respond and repeatedly saying “one minute”.

‘Move as one’ 
Turkey yesterday began observing three days

national mourning declared by Erdogan for the
Palestinian dead, with flags flying at half-mast and
cultural  events cancel led.
Prime Minister Binali Yildirim
had earl ier urged Islamic
countries to review their ties
with Israel and said Ankara
was calling an extraordinary
summit of the world’s main pan-
Islamic body, the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC),
on Friday. “The Islamic world
should move as one, with one
voice, against this massacre,”
he added.

Cavusoglu held telephone talks with around a
dozen counterparts from the Islamic world. They
included the foreign ministers of Jordan, Indonesia
and Iran as well as the OIC secretary general Yousef
bin Ahmad Al-Othaimeen, foreign ministry sources
said. Erdogan regards himself as a champion of the
Palestinian cause and last year hosted an OIC summit
in Istanbul to denounce US President Donald Trump’s

decision to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. The
summit declared East Jerusalem - which the interna-
tional community regards as annexed by Israel - “as
the capital of the State of Palestine” and urged the
world to follow suit.

‘Stop oppression’ 
Yildirim said that after the summit at 3:00 pm (1200

GMT) a giant rally would be held at the vast Yenikapi
meeting area in Istanbul
under the slogan of “Stop the
Oppression” to express soli-
darity with the Palestinians.
Hundreds of people also held
protests for a second day in
Istanbul and Ankara against
Israel’s actions with slogans
including “Jerusalem is the
capital of Palestine”, AFP
correspondents said. The
demonstrations in Turkey
passed off peacefully,

although one man was arrested in Ankara for throwing
eggs and stones at the residence of the Israeli ambas-
sador. In Istanbul, demonstrators held placards with the
slogan “the world is bigger than five”, in reference to
Erdogan’s repeated complaints about the power of the
UN Security Council.

In London, angry protests greeted Erdogan as he
met Queen Elizabeth II and held talks with Prime

Minister Theresa May. Minor scuffles broke out as pro-
Erdogan counter-protesters walked in front of Kurdish
demonstrators outside Downing Street, with police
wrestling some of the ringleaders to the ground. A
Downing Street spokesman said a “frank discussion” on
human rights was on the agenda for May’s meeting with
Erdogan. “We’ve always been clear that we want
Turkey to uphold its international obligations, including
respect for freedom of expression and political free-
doms,” he said.

Queen Elizabeth welcomed Erdogan for a private
audience at Buckingham Palace ahead of the May
meeting. The three-day visit comes as the Turkish
leader campaigns for re-election after calling a snap
poll for June 24, bringing the vote forward by a year
and a half. The move is widely regarded as a plan to
shore up his power in the country and comes as inter-
national pressure mounts on the president over his sup-
pression of political dissent.

The demonstrators were later joined by a larger
group protesting Erdogan’s treatment of the Kurds - as
well as a handful of counter-protestors seemingly
chanting in support of the president. Erdogan has
already stoked controversy on the trip by meeting
Germany international footballers Mesut Ozil of Arsenal
and Ilkay Gundogan of Manchester City. Turkey’s foot-
ball chief yesterday condemned as “slanderous” and
“unacceptable” German criticism of the meeting, with
Berlin’s football association head Reinhard Grindel say-
ing the pair had been “manipulated”.— Agencies 
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RIYADH: A car show in the Saudi capital
is drawing in many women, who from next
month will be allowed to drive in the king-
dom as part of Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman’s modernization plans. The
event also attracted banks ready to offer
financing for women buyers. “Anything
related to cars these days is attracting
Saudi Arabian women. I want to know
more about cars and prices,” said
Shaimaa Al-Fadl as she climbed into a car
at the exhibition and adjusted the
rearview mirror.

The royal decree will end a conserva-
tive tradition seen by activists as an
emblem of the Muslim kingdom’s repres-
sion of women. The decision could

change the lifestyles of millions of women.
About 10 million women over the age of
20 live in Saudi Arabia, a number that
includes foreigners, though it may take
years for women drivers to be a major
presence on roads.

“I need a car every day for work,” gov-
ernment employee Maha Adel Rahman
said. “Add to that the trips I need to make
for my family. Moreover, transportation
costs here are high. The decision to drive
will save me a lot of money.” While the
decree could save families money and
encourage women to seek jobs, it could
also be bad for one class of employee -
the chauffeurs who traditionally ferry
women around town. — Reuters 
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RIYADH: Saudi women check out cars at an automotive exhibition for women in
the Saudi capital on May 13, 2018. — AFP 
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GAZA: The mother of Leila Al-Ghandour, a Palestinian baby who died of tear gas inhala-
tion, holds her at the morgue of Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City yesterday. — AFP 


