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MGRP employees protest ‘random
mergence’ with manpower authority

PAAET instructors referred to prosecution for forging certificates
By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Around 400 Manpower and Government
Restructuring Program (MGRP) employees held a
meeting to discuss their demands of suspending
what they described as ‘the random mergence’ of
MGRP with the Public Authority for Manpower.
The meeting was attended by four of manpower
authority officials - Ahmad Al-Moussa, Kholoud
Shehab, Abdullah Al-Motoutah and Mubarak Al-
Jafor, who stressed that they have no say in reject-
ing the merger decision. 

The Civi l  Service
Commission (CSC) had
explained in recent press a
statement that merging
both state departments
had four benefits including
accelerating and improving
recruitment in the private
sector, adjusting Kuwait’s
demography and fighting
fake recruitment. In
response, the protesting
employees stressed that MGRP had already
achieved three of those benefits, and that the num-
bers of Kuwaiti employees in the private sector had
increased from 1,662 in 2001 to 74,078 in 2014,
before they declined in 2015 to 63,553 in 2018.

Protestors blamed the decline on manpower
authority restrictions and forcing citizens working
for the private sector to get annual work permits
and not protecting those laid off by the private
sector. Protectors also reviewed what they had
done with regards to improving the private sector’s
capability to employ citizens and increase their
numbers, as well as fight fake employment. The
protestors stressed that adjusting Kuwait’s demog-
raphy was the responsibility of the manpower
authority and wondered what it had so far done in
this regard. 

Forged certificates
The Public Authority for Applied Education and

Training (PAAET) referred two people to public
prosecution for forging experience certificates to
use them to work as instructors at the Faculty of
Basic Education. Notably, PAAET administration

had received complaints about suspicions in the
documents some applicants had submitted and
investigations proved that some were actually fake,
which resulted in cancelling the appointment of
four instructors, and two of them were referred to
criminal prosecution. 

School escort
Responding to social media reports about a

court order accusing the public authority for dis-
abled affairs of depriving an autistic child named

Yasser of his constitution-
al rights, the authority’s
legal affairs manager
Mubarak Al-Bedah said
the court order only man-
dated the authority to
provide an school escort
and register him at Al-
Nebras School, which the
authority had been reject-
ing because its law does
not oblige it to hire ‘shad-
ow teachers’ for the dis-

abled. Bedah added that the child has a severe
mental disability and that his family has been
receiving all financial incentives, in addition to
tuition subsidies.

Environment project
The Ministry of Public Works’ (MPW) Assistant

Undersecretary for Sanitary Engineering Affairs
Abdul Mohsen Al-Enezi said the deep tunnel proj-
ect is one of the most important environment proj-
ects the ministry is working on and will offer it for
bidding in the 2018-2019 budget. Enezi explained
that the project will be executed in two phases -
one to protect Kuwait Bay and the other to protect
the coastline from Salmiya Cape southwards. He
added that the tunnels will protect fish resources in
Kuwait Bay by preventing rain or any other kind of
water from flowing into it. 

Enezi stressed that some rain drainage lines are
being used to drain washing water and some chem-
icals, which is a violation of the environment law.
He also noted that the new tunnels will drive rain
and contaminated underground water to a main
processing plant in Kabd for decontamination.
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KUWAIT: Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Bassel Al-
Sabah yesterday submitted the file of suspicious
irregularities in a contract involving the radiation and
nuclear medicine wards at the government Al-Adan
Hospital and a company to the general prosecution.

The minister is taking action as part of a libel suit
against personnel charged with squandering public
funds and breaching rights of the Ministry of
Finance. Sheikh Bassel said that the step was taken
upon instructions by His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to
deal firmly with any suspicious acts against the pub-
lic funds and take all necessary measures to safe-
guard the state assets. All those responsible for the
violations will be brought to justice, regardless of
their job positions, he said. The ministry is currently
re-examining many contracts to ensure they are free
of any flaws.

Strategy for medicine
In other news, the Cabinet on Monday assigned

the Ministry of Health to coordinate with govern-
ment authorities to speed up provision of medica-
tions and medical equipment for patients. The
ministry should accelerate measures to agree with
drug companies to provide necessary medicine
and equipment  as  soon as  possib le , Deputy
Premier and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
Anas Al-Saleh said in a statement after a Cabinet
meet ing, chaired by His  Highness  the Pr ime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah. The cabinet also assigned the supreme
planning and development council to coordinate
with Ministries of health and finance to place a
strategy for medicine and medical equipment. This
strategy, said Saleh, should contribute to rapid

provision of patients’ needs without any delay.

80,000 blood bags
Separately, the Ministry of Health’s Assistant

Undersecretary for Medical Services Majeda Al-
Qattan unveiled that blood donors, from 75 nation-
alities living in Kuwait, had donated 80,000 blood
bags so far this year.  The Ministry of Health uses
the latest scientific means to assure the safety and
purity of the collected blood, Qattan said at a cere-
mony held by the ministry to mark the World Blood
Donor Day.

Every year, on 14 June, countries around the
world celebrate World Blood Donor Day.  The event
serves to thank voluntary, unpaid blood donors for
their life-saving gifts of blood and to raise awareness
of the need for regular blood donations to ensure the
quality, safety and availability of blood and blood
products for patients in need.

Director of the Blood Transfusion Department at
the Ministry of Health Reem Al-Rodhwan said that
Kuwait mark the occasion every year. The ministry
had honored several government and non-govern-
ment organizations for their role in promoting the
culture of blood donation, she said. — KUNA
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Residency affairs departments in the Capital,
Farwaniya and Ahmadi governorates will be open for
work during Ramadan in the afternoon period from
2:30 pm to 6:30 pm to receive company transactions
only, the Ministry of Interior’s (MoI) relations and secu-
rity media department announced yesterday.

Separately, MoI’s relations and security media
department’s acting manager Brig Tawheed Al-Kandari
said MoI has made all preparations needed to ensure
smooth traffic flows and security during Ramadan.
Kandari said that in addition to coordination between
all related bodies, fixed and mobile checkpoints will be
set up at various spots. He urged road users to respect
traffic laws and regulations in terms of speed limits,
namely before iftar. He also called for not obstructing
traffic and respecting other drivers while using parking
spaces outside mosques and shopping malls. He also
urged truck drivers to respect ban timings to avoid
legal accountability. “Trucks will be banned on week-

days (Sundays to Thursdays) during rush hours,” he
explained, noting that using the left emergency lane will
be allowed only during congestions from 6 am till mid-
night at a maximum speed of 45 km per hour. “The use
of the right lane is completely banned,” he underlined. 

Kandari urged both citizens and expats to respect
Islamic regulations and traditions, and warned that as
stipulated by law number 44/1968, eating or drinking in
public during daytime in Ramadan is punishable by up
to a KD 100 fine and/or up to one month in jail.
Moreover, Kandari urged everyone to take care of their
personal belongings and not leave their vehicles open
with engines running or leave any valuables inside
them. He also warned that beggars will be arrested and
immediately deported. 

In other news, the Warrant Officers Training Institute
yesterday concluded its training season for the 2017-
2018 academic year under the auspices of and with the
attendance of MoI’s training director Maj Gen Anwar
Al-Barjas. Barjas explained that the institute had organ-
ized its 9th first aid training course in the period of
April 22 to May 3, 2018, its 5th handwriting training
course and a wireless operator training course in the
period of April 29 to May 3, 2018.

Stolen vehicle
Ahmadi criminal investigators arrested two citizens

with a vehicle that had been reported stolen from a
ranch in Kabd, the Ministry of Interior’s (MoI) relations
and security media department said. The suspects also
had a large number of license plates they had collected
from vehicles they had earlier stolen, in addition to used
tires they had been using for stunt driving. 
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KUWAIT: Secretary General of the Union of
Kuwaiti Banks Dr Hamad Al-Hasawi announced
the Ramadan working hours for all local banks’
employees will be from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm. The
banks will receive customers from 10 a.m. until
1:30 p.m. during the month of Ramadan, in line
with a circular released by the Central Bank of
Kuwait, Hasawi said yesterday.

In another context, Hasawi urged banks’ cus-
tomers to take extra precaution while respond-
ing to calls by scammers requesting their
accounts’ numbers or secret numbers at pretext
of winning raffles. He added that local banks
should avoid under any circumstance to ask the
customer to provide any secure bank account
information over the phone. 

Hasawi pointed out the unions’ duty to pro-
tect customers’ interest and funds, urging the
banks and customers to adhere to what he men-
tioned along with any warning messages banks
release online and through social media to pre-
vent more victims of these scams. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Director of the Blood Transfusion
Department at the Ministry of Health Reem Al-
Rodhwan speaks during a ceremony held to
mark the World Blood Donor Day. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Undersecretary of the Kuwaiti National
Guard Lieutenant General Hashem Al-Refaie gave
orders yesterday to release military detainees with
disciplinary sanctions on the occasion of Ramadan.
The resolution came under the guidance of His
Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah, President
of the Kuwaiti National Guard, and Sheikh
Meshaal Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Deputy Chief of the
Kuwaiti National Guard, the Directorate of Moral
Guidance and Public Relations said in a press
statement.

His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah and
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah congratulated
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Deputy Amir and
Crown Prince HH Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
and the leaders of Kuwait National Guard on the
occasion of holy month of Ramadan. His Highness
hoped that the country would see many more happy
return of this occasion, while Kuwait continued to
enjoy prosperity and advancement.— KUNA
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