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Crown Prince meets Sheikh
Nasser, Ambassador to Italy

Lebanese President receives letter from Amir

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received yesterday at Bayan Palace His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah. His Highness the Deputy
Amir also received Kuwait’s Ambassador to
Italy Sheikh Ali Al-Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Meanwhile, Deputy Foreign Minister
Khaled Al-Jarallah met with the Kingdom of
Belgium’s Ambassador to Kuwait Pete Herbert.
The two sides discussed bilateral relations
between the two countries and latest regional
and international developments. Jarallah also
met the Republic of Vietnam Ambassador to
Kuwait, Trinh Minh Manh, discussing bilateral
relations between and latest regional and
international developments. The talks were
attended by senior officials at the Kuwait
Foreign Ministry. 

In other news, Lebanon’s President Michel
Aoun received yesterday a letter from His
Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The letter was
handed to Aoun by Kuwaiti Ambassador to
Lebanon Abdulaal Al-Qenaie, the Lebanese
Presidency said in a statement.

His Highness the Amir congratulated the
Lebanese President on the success of the

country’s recent parliamentary elections, added
the statement.  He also lauded the high-level of
organization in the electoral process, which
helped voters cast their ballots with ease and
grace, it noted.  Meanwhile, Aoun and Qenaie

discussed recent developments in the region in
light of the inauguration of the US Embassy in
Jerusalem and simultaneous violent events.  The
two sides also discussed Kuwait’s request to
UNSC to hold a session on the situation in the
Middle East, including Gaza Strip. Afterwards,
the Kuwaiti diplomat told reporters he has also
conveyed His Highness the Amir’s congratula-
tions to Aoun on the advent of the holy month
of Ramadan. Qenaie also expressed hope for
swift formation of the new Lebanese govern-
ment in order to capitalize on the democratic
success attained by the country’s parliamen-
tary elections. Separately, His Highness the
Amir sent a cable of condolences to Bahrain’s
King Hamad bin Issa Al Khalifa over the pass-
ing of Sheikh Abdulrahman Bin Abdullah Bin
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. His Highness the
Crawn Prince Sheikh Nawaf and His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to the
Bahraini King. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Kuwait’s Ambassador to
Italy Sheikh Ali Al-Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Deputy FM
meets envoys

Lebanon’s President Michel Aoun meets with Kuwaiti Ambassador to Lebanon
Abdulaal Al-Qenaie.

DUBAI: Kuwait’s Manal Al-Musallam speaks after being named the Hope Maker
of 2018 by UAE Vice President and Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum.— KUNA

DUBAI: Kuwaiti female volunteer Manal
Al-Musallam was named the ‘Hope Maker’
of 2018 by UAE Vice President and Prime
Minister and Ruler of Dubai Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum.
Musallam was among the five winners of
the prize who were able to reach the final
stages from among more 80,000 partici-
pants in the contest, which aims to revive
hope in the hearts of Arab youth by
encourage them to volunteer for charita-
ble and humanitarian action.

The winner was chosen by the jury of
thousands of volunteers for helping thou-
sands of Syrian refugees children in
Lebanon and Jordan. “After losing my
daughter Dana in a tragic drowning acci-
dent in 2013, I founded the Dana
Volunteer Team to help Syrian homeless
and refugees, especially children through
organizing relief campaigns to distribute
aid and provide them with essential sup-
plies,” she said in a statement on the side-
lines of the honoring ceremony. She
pointed out that the team had so far dis-
tributed more than 330,000 food baskets;
and provided direct support to 5,000
Syrian children; medical aid to more than
82,000 patients and financial aid to more
than 52,000 families.  The awards were
presented by Sheikh Mohammad bin
Rashid in an extraordinary ceremony held
in Dubai Monday and broadcast to mil-
lions across the Arab world. “We are
investing in the business of hope because
it is the most profitable endeavor for the
future of our Arab world,” Sheikh
Mohammad said. “The Hope Makers
Academy will be an inspirational human
incubator. We will work to establish a cul-
ture of hope, institutionalize the act of
hope and introduce global standards in
our human institutions that create hope

for peoples.”
“The Hope Makers Academy will pro-

vide inspirational leadership in humanitar-
ian work. Hope is the only industry in the
world where nobody can lose,” he said. He
praised the initiatives of the Arab Hope
Makers finalists, congratulating the own-
ers and commended their efforts. He also
expressed his pride in the thousands of
individual and collective stories, projects,
programs and initiatives that participated
in Arab Hope Makers in 2017 and 2018. 

“We are proud of the 87,000 partici-
pants in Arab Hope Makers. They are truly
stars in the skies of giving in our Arab
world. It is our role to highlight this new
generation of stars of hope. We need to
inspire millions of Arab youth to be posi-
tive energies in the service of their com-
munities,” he concluded.

The other four winners are: Fares Ali
from Sudan, founder of the Food for
Education initiative, that seeks to fight
hunger by distributing sandwiches to
schoolchildren in poor areas, as well as
feeding homeless children; Nawal Mostafa
from Egypt, who devoted herself to the
cause of female prisoners and their chil-
dren; Mahmoud Waheed from Egypt, the
founder of the Together to Save a Human
initiative that provides shelter, medical
care and psychological support for home-
less senior citizens to facilitate their rein-
tegration into society; and Siham Jarjees
from Iraq, who has implemented multiple
humanitarian and relief initiatives to alle-
viate the suffering of refugees and dis-
placed people in several refugee camps in
Iraq through distributing aid, arranging
orphan adoptions.

Each of the five winners got AED 5
million (approx. $1.36 million). At the end
of the largest humanitarian gathering in
the Arab world, the establishment of the
AED 50 million (about $13.6 million) Hope
Makers Academy was announced to sup-
port building hope in the Arab world, pro-
vide humanitarian incubators for their
projects, transfer international scientific
expertise in the humanitarian field for
their projects and provide executive and
leadership training courses. —KUNA

Kuwaiti woman
wins UAE Hope
Makers’ award

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti women celebrate today
the 13th anniversary of attaining their
political rights in May of 2005. On that
date, the National Assembly’s the Abdullah
Al-Salem Hall witnessed a historic session
that ended with the approval of 35 mem-
bers to amend Article 1 of the electoral law
to allow women to exercise their right to
run and vote for elections.  The struggle of
Kuwaiti women and their long journeys
had been crowned with the adoption of
their constitutional and political rights with
the support of their fellow men in many
parliamentary assemblies.

In the 1971 parliament, MP Salem Al-
Marzouq submitted a law proposal to
grant educated Kuwaiti women the right to
vote, and in the 1975 parliament, MPs
Jassim Al-Qatami and Rashid Al-Farhan
submitted a proposal to give Kuwaiti
women their full political rights.

A number of MPs, including Ahmed Al-
Takhim, Abdul Rahman Al-Ghunaim,
Hamad Al-Juaan, Abdulmohsen Jamal,
Jassim Al-Saqr, Abdullah Al-Nibari, Abbas
Al-Khudari and Salah Khorshid, also sub-
mitted other proposals throughout the
years.  In 1999 and in recognition of the
important and active role of Kuwaiti
women in political life, the Cabinet of min-
isters announced at the end of its ministe-
rial meeting the desire of His Highness the

late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah to issue an Amiri Decree granti-
ng Kuwaiti women all their political rights.
On May 25, 1999, the draft law was sub-
mitted to His Highness the Amir, who
approved it and was published in the offi-
cial Gazette. However, the joy of the
Kuwaiti women in this historic achievement
was short-lived when it was rejected in the
parliament of 1999 by the MPs according
to the constitution.

By 2005, a significant announcement
was made with the inclusion of two women,
engineer Fatma Al-Sabah and Fuziya Al-
Bahr respectively, in the membership of
Municipal Council.  In the same year, Dr
Masouma Al-Mubarak was included in the
formation of the cabinet as Minister of
Planning and Minister of State for
Administrative Development Affairs, mak-
ing her the first female minister in the histo-

ry of Kuwait.  Female ministers’ legacy con-
tinued in the cabinet since 2005. Dr Hind
Al-Sabeeh, who was Minister of Social
Affairs and Labor as well as Minister of
State for Developed and Planning in 2014,
continues to serve since 2016 as Minister of
Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of
State for Economic Affairs. 

After failing to land a seat at the parlia-
ment election of 2008, Kuwaiti women
entered the race again in 2009, managing
to win four seats in the National Assembly.
Dr Masouma Al-Mubarak, Dr Salwa Al-
Jassar, Dr Aseel Al-Awadi, and Dr Roula
Dashti became the first Kuwaiti women to
be elected as MPs. Since the 2013 elections
and onwards, Kuwaiti women maintained
their presence in parliament. MP Safa Al-
Hashem, winner of the 2016 elections, is the
only female representative in the current
parliament. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of State for National
Assembly Affairs Adel Al-Kharafi hailed on Monday the
exceptional relations with the Republic of Azerbaijan
and the numerous cooperation between the two coun-
tries.  In a statement, after partaking in Azerbaijan
Embassy’s celebration on national day, Kharafi said that
more than 17,000 citizens visit Azerbaijan annually,
which makes it an attractive tourist destination.

On another front, Kharafi said, in response to ques-
tion on the recent grilling to a number of ministers, that
his ministry would work on boosting communications
with parliament committees and the legislative branch
as a whole. Kharafi added that they are training young
Kuwaitis to work with lawmakers in preparing reports
and boost cooperation between the executive and leg-
islative authorities. —KUNA

Minister praises
exceptional relations
with Azerbaijan

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of State for National Assembly Affairs Adel Al-
Kharafi (right) joins Azerbaijan’s Ambassador to Kuwait Elkhan Gahraman
(center) and the ambassador’s wife in cutting the cake during Azerbaijan
Embassy’s national day ceremony. — Photo by Joseph Shagra


