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Established 1961 

Establishing a business can be a very challenging experi-
ence, yet rewarding in many ways. Support is very much
needed in the initial stages - from technology experts to

marketing assistance. Thankfully, Kuwait is now a hub for
startups with a wide range of support services. I am thankful
for the Kuwait National Fund and how they have supported
small businesses, not just financially, but also by providing
valuable resources for the startup community, such as training
and access to consultations.

I am also very excited to share information on Erada, a 12-
week intensive program for startups. Erada is a business incu-
bator that is fully accredited by the Kuwait National Fund,
where participants will be automatically qualified for financ-
ing once they graduate successfully from the program.
Participants will benefit highly from the support of talent, such
as legal expertise, marketing support, sale strategies, business
solutions and so on. The program is free and is open to all
Kuwaitis - you can register on www.erada.io 

Since having a well-rounded talented team is important, I
have chosen to speak about talents for startup, answering
questions as requested by my readers.

Hiring talent
Question: Should I hire talent or acquire talent through

service providers? What should I watch out for from a legal
perspective for both options?

Fajer: Deciding how or who to hire can be very tricky, but
at the end of a day, it’s a purely business decision that I should
not really interfere with as a lawyer. But I can assist with
things to keep any eye out for as a small business when mak-
ing those decisions. There are a few options to look at:

1. Acquiring services through a specialized firm: If you
need to hire a specialized firm, you need to be careful with the
agreement that you sign. Many startups make the mistake of
not signing an agreement with a service provider that
includes detailed information of what they need, like how
many hours of services, the exact services needed or expert-
ise required. For example, let’s say you are looking to hire a
company for developing a mobile application. It is important
to specify if the development will be for Google Play or the
App Store. My advice is to be as detailed as you can.

2. Freelancer: Hiring a freelancer can be a blessing and a
curse at the same time. With freelancers, you will be able to
get work devotion for a very low cost, but many legal issues
arise. Things to watch out for is how to make sure this person
is liable for submitting the work required, and how to avoid a
legal employment relationship where the startup may be
responsible for employment responsibilities and obligations
towards the freelancer.

3. Hiring talent: This may be a great option but expensive
as well. Things that you might need to think of as a startup
when hiring is non-completion of work, training, employment
share plan and so on. 

Vesting schedule
Question: As a startup we do not have the funding to hire

employees, and therefore we have offered partnerships for the
team that will initially set the company up. I have heard of
something called a vesting schedule. How can we include this in
the articles of association of a company when establishing it? 

Fajer: A vesting schedule is very important if you have
founders working for the startup. A vesting schedule in simple
terms is when a founder receives shares for working, so for
example for every month of work, the founder will receive
500 shares from the company. Unfortunately, this is not
something you can include in the articles of association of a
Kuwaiti company.

If you have a concern, please email us at info@ftl-legal.com
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KUWAIT: Security authorities carried out several
campaigns that included 118 checkpoints in all
governorates over two consecutive days (Apr 30
and May 1), resulting in the arrest of 145 wanted
people in addition to 244 violators of the residen-
cy law and others who did not have any ID. Seven
vehicles were impounded, while police dealt with
14 drugs cases, four liquor cases, three theft cases
and 10 roaming laborers. Authorities also dealt
with 135 fights and issued 652 traffic citations.

Shooting suspect caught
Criminal security men arrested a citizen in

his diwaniya in Jahra after he fired three rounds
in front of an Ishbeliya citizen service center
following a dispute with an officer. He was
found to be a former soldier and has a criminal
record. He said his actions were due to the offi-

cer insulting him. He was charged with attempt-
ed murder.

Arsonist arrested
A citizen accused of starting a fire at a co-opera-

tive society refused to give any information to
Ahmadi detectives after they arrested him, and did
not give any reason for his action. Detectives identi-
fied him after reviewing surveillance footage. A war-
rant was obtained and he was arrested while he was
driving in Mangaf. The suspect confessed to starting
the fire and he was detained on arson charges.

Search for swindler
A citizen was swindled by a man who con-

vinced him to become partners in a cafe. He took
KD 5,300 from him and disappeared, Al-Rai
reported. The citizen went to the man’s apartment
and discovered he had moved. Detectives are
working on the case.

Hundreds arrested in
crackdowns around Kuwait

Ishbeliya service center’s shooting suspect detained

KUWAIT: This photo released by the Interior Ministry yesterday shows vehicles lined up at a
police checkpoint.

Drugs found with a suspect during an inspection campaign.
This picture released by the Interior Ministry yesterday
shows the weapon used by a man who fired gunshots
inside an Ishbeliya citizen service center recently.

Liquor bottles busted with a person during a police campaign.A sports car impounded during a crackdown.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The appeals court upheld the death sentence
against a citizen in a state security case, as he is accused of

running over policemen during national day celebrations. The
suspect confessed to committing the crime and said he
belongs to a terrorist movement based in Afghanistan. He said
he wanted to get closer to God with this act. Separately,
lawyer Abdulaziz Al-Enezi  f i led a lawsuit  for KD
100,000 in compensation against a plastic surgeon for
leaving a needle in the cheek of his client. Meanwhile,
the appeals court exonerated a lawyer of the charge of
forging official documents to get KD 2 million.

KD 200 million
saved since petrol
prices’ hike
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Kuwait has made KD 200 million in savings
since the increase of gasoline, kerosene and diesel
prices in Sept 2016. The state, by reevaluating oil prod-
uct prices as part of the economic reform policy it
adopted in March 2016, seeks to increase non-oil rev-
enues, and has set a savings target of KD 120 million
per year. So that the total savings in the budget during
20 months is nearly KD 200 million. Prices have settled
at KD 0.105 per liter for super grade gasoline, KD
0.085 for premium and KD 0.115 for diesel. The UAE
has the highest petrol prices, followed by Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Kuwait.

Islands development
A government study revealed that Kuwait will allo-

cate nearly $15 billion annually for salaries for nearly
250 Kuwaitis in the islands development project, with
the aim to have 75 percent of jobs filled by Kuwaitis.
The study, which was done by the council of ministers,
shows that available job opportunities in the project
will reflect positively on citizens’ standard of living. It
said the project will give the country the opportunity
to reduce reliance on oil as a major source of revenue,
so that oil revenues drop from 89 percent to 51 per-
cent of the country’s general revenue in the annual
budget.

Environmental violations
The Environment Public Authority (EPA) filed citations

against three tankers in Sulaibiya for dumping combustible
material on soil and not in designated areas. The fine for
such a violation may reach KD 51,000. The EPA cited vio-
lation of article 53, as “the owner or operator of the facility
did not commit to periodical maintenance of equipment
and machinery, and taking all the necessary precautions to
prevent leakage of any pollutants in the environment.”

Meanwhile, the EPA, represented by Deputy Director
General for Environment Supervision Affairs Mohammad
Al-Ahmad, toured Fai laka Island to check on the
requirements of the island’s development in the presence
of Minister of Public Works and State Minister for
Municipal Affairs Hossam Al-Roumi.

Mass transportation 
Director General of the Public Authority for Roads and

Transport Ahmad Al-Hossan said the authority is planning
to activate a mass transportation project within the plan of
developing road systems. Hossan, speaking during the par-
tial opening of the development of the western part of
Jamal Abdulnasser Street, said the authority has a major
plan to carry out 31 openings - partial or complete - during
the current year. He said the project saw the opening of fly-
overs of the main road in front of the Public Institute For
Social Security’s building from the eastern side towards
Kuwait City, and on the other side, with a length of 1,400
meters and three lanes’ width. 

Court upholds terror
suspect’s death sentence

KUWAIT: Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior Lt
Gen Mahmoud Al-Dousary held talks with mission head of
the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to
Kuwait Eman Oraikat on Tuesday. The talks dealt with
ways to strengthen cooperation between both sides and
issues of common interest, according to a statement by the
Ministry’s Public Relations and Security Media
Department. The two sides share a great interest in
addressing the humanitarian aspects of migration-related
issues, the statement said.—KUNA

Official meets IOM 
representative


