
No smokes,
many drinks for
North’s Kim at
the summit
SEOUL: North Korean leader and known
heavy smoker Kim Jong Un refrained
from lighting up during a summit with the
South’s President Moon Jae-in, but
enthusiastically accepted every offer of a
drink.  Kim has often been seen with a
cigarette dangling from his fingers-riding
a subway train, visiting hospitals or
schools, even when inspecting a ballistic
missile. In 2012 he was seen holding a
cigarette while watching a sports event
with his pregnant wife Ri Sol Ju.

But Kim was not seen smoking
throughout Friday’s headline-grabbing
summit, neither indoors nor out, even
during an extended conversation with
Moon at an outdoor table where an ash-
tray had been provided for him.
“Chairman Kim did not smoke even
when there were no prying eyes from
journalists and photographers around
him,” a Moon aide was quoted by local
media as telling journalists. “This was
probably a gesture of respect towards

President Moon who is much older than
him,” he said. Kim also gestured to
Moon to step into a lift ahead of him,
with Moon later describing him as
“well-mannered” and “straightfoward
and candid”. 

At the summit the two men pledged in
a blaze of publicity to pursue denu-
clearization and a peace treaty-although
analysts point out that previous similar
pledges have come to naught and the
North made no explicit commitment to
give up its nuclear weapons. Kim drank
heartily at a dinner after the event, the
reports said Monday.  “When South
Koreans approached him with a drink,
he stood up from his seat, let them pour
for him and drained it all in one shot,”
according to one participant.  “He never
turned it down, whoever came,” even
though the “munbaeju” liquor was 40
percent alcohol.  

Kim’s passion for basketball-former
Chicago Bull Dennis Rodman has visited
Pyongyang several times-was confirmed
when he suggested the two Koreas focus
on it for sports events rather than foot-
ball. “Why don’t we have basketball
exchanges first instead of Seoul-
Pyongyang football exchange?” Kim
reportedly told Moon, lamenting the loss
of a former North Korean star centre
described as the world’s tallest player.
“When we had Ri Myong Hun, we were
stronger than the South but after his
retirement, we became weak,” Kim said.

Kim was described as taking every-
one by surprise, including his own sister
and close aide Kim Yo Jong, when he
promised to reset Pyongyang time to
synchronize it with Seoul. “This is news
to me as well,” the sister told Moon’s top
aide Im Jong-seok when he asked
whether she had been aware of the deci-

sion in advance. A Realmeter opinion
poll after the meeting showed that 65
percent of South Koreans believed the
North is willing to denuclearize, while 28
percent do not. The figures were a com-
plete reversal from beforehand, when 78
percent distrusted the North’s promises
and 14 percent trusted them. — AFP 

Defectors send 
bottles of food, 
facts to N Korea
GANGHWA: North Korean defectors sent water bottles
filled with rice and K-pop-loaded USB sticks floating
towards their homeland yesterday, even as the two
Koreas removed border loudspeakers following a rare
summit last week. The North’s leader Kim Jong Un and
the South’s president Moon Jae-in agreed last week to
“completely cease all hostile acts” along the
Demilitarized Zone from May 1, including loudspeaker
broadcasts and leaflet balloon launches.  But former
North Korean political prisoner Jung Gwang-il and oth-
er activists tossed bottles into the sea from an island,
hoping the tide will carry them northwards.

Seoul is playing into Pyongyang’s hands by depriving
ordinary North Koreans of much-needed information,
Jung said. “What is one thing that Kim Jong Un hates
the most?” he asked. “It’s North Koreans becoming
aware of the reality.” The defectors have been throwing
hundreds of bottles filled with food, cash, medicine and
memory sticks into the sea twice a month for more than
two years.

It will take about four to five hours for the bottles to
reach the closest North Korean shore, said another
defector Park Jung-oh. “We all lived in North Korea for
at least 30, 40 years so we know exactly what the peo-
ple there want and need,” Park said. “When they watch
the content of our USB sticks, they will realize that they
have been tricked by their government,” he added.
There is no definitive way of verifying whether the items
have been received, but Jung said the South’s coast-
guards have told him the bottles are often retrieved by
North Korean fishing boats.

K-pop and news
The USB sticks contain movies, current affairs pro-

grams, and K-pop music videos-carefully selected by

Jung to include female musicians in revealing outfits. “It
shows what freedom is,” he said. “It’s no problem in
South Korea but banned in the North. That’s what we
want to show.” A survey conducted in 2015 said 81 per-
cent of North Korean defectors had watched foreign
films on USB sticks before they fled the country.  Thae
Yong Ho, North Korea’s former deputy ambassador to
Britain who defected to the South in 2016, once
described the USB sticks as an effective tactic for
spreading information in the isolated country, despite
efforts by the Kim regime to block them.

Disseminating outside information was a way to edu-
cate North Koreans to resist the authorities, he said
after defecting. As the activists tossed the bottles into

the sea, the South’s defense authorities began removing
loudspeakers along the Demilitarized Zone to implement
the Panmunjom Declaration agreed at last week’s sum-
mit. North Korea also began removing its own loud-
speakers, Seoul’s defense ministry said.  The high-deci-
bel loudspeakers have long blared K-pop music and
South Korean news towards the North’s border troops,
with their use varying depending on the situation. US
activist Susan Scholte called Seoul’s move a “huge mis-
take”. “I think any way that you can get information in
should be increased, not diminished,” Scholte said. She
added: “Any information that you can get into North
Korea is a peaceful, non-violent way to bring about
awareness and change. — AFP 

SEOUL: North and South Korea began dismantling
loudspeakers that blared propaganda across their heav-
ily fortified border yesterday, South Korea’s defense
ministry said, fulfilling a promise made at last week’s
historic summit. The moves are the first practical, if
small, steps toward reconciliation after Friday’s meeting
between South Korean President Moon Jae-in and the
North’s Kim Jong Un. 

Moon, meanwhile, asked that the United Nations help
verify North Korea’s planned shutdown of its Punggye-
ri nuclear test site in a phone conversation yesterday
with UN Secretary-
General Antonio
Guterres, a statement
from the presidential
Blue House said.
Guterres said the
requests need approval
from the UN Security
Council, but he wanted
to cooperate to build
peace on the Korean
peninsula and would
assign a UN official in
charge of arms control
to cooperate with
South Korea, the statement said.

Several days before Friday’s summit, the North sur-
prised the world by declaring it would dismantle the test
site to “transparently guarantee” its dramatic commit-
ment to stop all nuclear and missile tests. The Punggye-
ri site, where North Korea has conducted all six of its
nuclear tests, consists of a system of tunnels dug
beneath Mount Mantap in the northeastern part of the

country. Some experts and researchers have speculated
the most recent and by far largest - blast in September
had rendered the entire site unusable. But Kim said
there were two additional, larger tunnels that remain “in
very good condition”.

Border loudspeakers removed
Along the border, South Korea started taking down

its loudspeakers yesterday afternoon, a defense official
said.  Activity at several spots along the border indicat-
ed North Koreans were doing the same, he said. For

decades, with only a few
breaks, the two sides
have pumped out propa-
ganda from huge banks of
speakers as a form of
psychological warfare.
The South broadcast a
mixture of news, Korean
pop songs and criticism
of the northern regime,
while the North blasted
the southern government
and praised its own
socialist system. As a sign
of goodwill, the South had

stopped its propaganda ahead of the summit, and the
North followed suit.

The incremental steps come amid speculation about
where Kim will meet U.S. President Donald Trump, who
said their planned summit could take place in three or
four weeks. Trump tweeted Monday that meeting Kim at
the Peace House in the demilitarized zone, where Moon
met Kim, would be an excellent venue. “There’s some-

thing that I like about it because you’re there, you’re
actually there. Where, if things work out, there’s a great
celebration to be had on the site, not in a third-party
country,” Trump later told reporters at the White House.

But a senior US official said Singapore was still high
on the list of potential sites. Singapore Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong said on Saturday Singapore had not
had any request to host the Kim-Trump meeting. South

Korea’s presidential Blue House seemed to welcome the
prospect of hosting the meeting in Panmunjom, the bor-
der village where the Peace House is located.
“Panmunjom is quite meaningful as a place to erode the
divide and establish a new milestone for peace,” a senior
presidential official told reporters, asking not be identi-
fied because of the sensitivity of the matter. “Wouldn’t
Panmunjom be the most symbolic place?”— Reuters
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News in brief

Japan’s ‘wood alcohol’

TOKYO: Discerning drinkers may soon be able to
branch out after Japanese researchers said yesterday
they have invented a way of producing an alcoholic
drink made from wood. The researchers at Japan’s
Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute say
the bark-based beverages have woody qualities similar
to alcohol which is aged in wood barrels. They hope to
have their “wood alcohol” on shelves within three
years. The method involves pulverizing wood into a
creamy paste and then adding yeast and an enzyme to
start the fermentation process. By avoiding using heat,
researchers say they are able to preserve the specific
flavor of each tree’s wood. So far, they have produced
tipples from cedar, birch and cherry. — AFP 

Dozens detained in Istanbul 

ISTANBUL: Istanbul police yesterday detained over
50 people and placed a security lockdown on the city
as the Turkish metropolis marked a tense May Day.
The annual workers’ holiday has traditionally been a
place for confrontation between protesters and
police but in recent years the authorities have left
nothing to chance by entirely barring access to key
protest areas.  The central Taksim Square was entirely
barricaded off by police, with images taken from the
air showing the usually thronged urban space desert-
ed apart from officers. Authorities also barred access
to the city’s main shopping street, the pedestrianised
Istiklal Avenue, which has in the past been the scene
of protest marches. Reports said that almost all shops
were closed the length of the street and tradesmen
would have to wait until the evening for the public to
be allowed through. — AFP 

Burundi controversial vote

NAIROBI: Burundi yesterday launched the official
campaign for a referendum on constitutional change
that could enable President Pierre Nkurunziza to stay
in power for another 16 years. Twenty-six parties,
most of them aligned with the ruling CNDD-FDD
party, have been authorized to campaign for the May
17 plebiscite in the politically tense central African
nation. The vote is taking place in tightly-controlled
conditions, and parties which advise electors to
abstain-rather than cast a Yes or No ballot-risk up to
three years’ jail. Burundi’s exiled opposition, gathered
in an alliance called CNARED, has called for a boy-
cott of the referendum, which it describes as the
“death knell” to a 2000 agreement that helped end a
bloody civil war. Nkurunziza, a 54-year-old former
rebel leader, has ruled the small, densely populated
central African nation since 2005. — AFP 

Brazil tower collapses

SAO PAULO: A 24-storey building in the center of
Sao Paulo, Brazil’s biggest city, collapsed yesterday
after a blaze that rapidly tore through the structure,
reportedly killing one person. Dozens of homeless
families were squatting in the building, according to
local media. However, so far only one person was
reported dead, local media reported. The Sao Paulo
fire department said “we are still not confirming the
number of victims.” The fire began overnight and
spread rapidly, turning the building into an inferno.
Dramatic pictures tweeted by the fire service showed
flames shooting up the sides of the whole tower,
which then collapsed. Television footage showed
damage to an adjacent church. Fifty-seven vehicles
and 160 firefighters were deployed to the scene, the
department tweeted.— AFP 

Trump likes the 
idea of meeting 

with Kim 
at DMZ

PAJU: South Korean soldiers dismantle loudspeakers that were set up for propaganda broadcasts near the
demilitarized zone separating the two Koreas in Paju yesterday.  — AFP 

PANMUNJOM: North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un (left) and South Korea’s
President Moon Jae-in participate in a tree-planting ceremony next to the
Military Demarcation Line that forms the border between the two Koreas at the
truce village of Panmunjom. — AFP 

GANGHWA-GUN: Bottles containing rice, money, and USB sticks, are thrown into the sea by North Korean
defector activists on Ganghwa island, west of Seoul yesterday. — AFP 


