
KUWAIT: KIPCO - the Kuwait Projects
Company (Holding) - has announced a
partnership with the Women Mentor
Forum (WMF), a local non-profit organi-
zation committed to female empower-
ment in the workplace. In its role as a
strategic partner, KIPCO will be hosting
WMF’s events throughout 2018 and par-
ticipate in discussion panels and
workshops. This partnership fur-
ther emphasizes KIPCO’s commit-
ment to creating an inclusive work
environment.

Speaking on this occasion, Eman
Al-Awadhi, KIPCO Group
Communications Director, said:
“When it comes to female empow-
erment, public support does not
always translate into action in the
workplace. Despite al l  efforts,
Kuwait continues to trail the global
averages for female inclusion in
executive positions. Even though
women have been part of the workforce
since the establishment of modern Kuwait,
studies indicate that they hold only 14%
of the executive positions more than half a
century later. KIPCO is proud to have

female representatives at all levels of its
business and across industries. We hope
that initiatives of WMF and other organi-
zations can help companies lay down a
blueprint for gender diversity and creating
the ideal corporate work environment for
women in Kuwait.”

Meanwhile, Besma Al-Qassar, WMF

Founder and Project Manager, said: “We
are proud to partner with a leading pri-
vate company such as KIPCO. WMF is
focused on supporting the Kuwaiti econo-
my through gender diversity by engaging

in conversation and creating a platform
that enables the increase of Kuwaiti
women in executive positions and inspire
women entrepreneurs. Women have a role
to play in supporting the growth of the
economy and we aim to support these
efforts through development, mentorship
and networking opportunities.”

Studies conducted in the private
sector across the world highlight
the financial gains and other bene-
fits companies gain when employ-
ing more women and empowering
them to move up to higher posi-
tions. A 2012 report by the
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development
(OECD) found that countries with
more female participation in the
workforce were l ikely to grow
faster than others. A survey done
by the Harvard Business Review
found that women in executive

positions scored higher than their male
counterparts when it came to evaluating
characteristics usually associated with
men in executive positions. 

Over the course of the year, WMF’s

activities will focus on the important role
of women in the private sector and the
value that they bring to the table. In May,
WMF will be hosting an international

guest speaker who will be focusing on
gender equality and inclusion. Another
event will be held in November on women
and entrepreneurship. 

L o c a l Wednesday, May 2, 2018

5Established 1961 

KUWAIT: Besma Al-Qassar (left) and Eman Al-Awadhi.

KIPCO announces partnership
with Women Mentor Forum

Emphasizing KIPCO’s commitment to creating an inclusive work environment

CRIMES

Co-op arson suspect identified

KUWAIT: Sabah Al-Ahmad detectives are
looking for a citizen who set a box of potato
chips on fire inside the area’s local co-op
society for no apparent reason. Co-op offi-
cials told police that surveillance cameras
recorded a man wearing a red cap who
entered the supermarket, then set the box
alight and left. Detectives identified the sus-
pect and he is being sought.

Arcades thief arrested

A citizen who owns a cafe accused a cus-
tomer of stealing money from an arcade
game by using a copy of the key. The sus-
pect paid for his drinks and shisha from the
stolen money. The cafe owner told police
that while he was checking the machines,
he noticed that the two had money, while a
third was completely empty. When he
asked workers about it, they told him that a
young man comes daily and sits near the
machine for hours. The citizen checked
security footage and found the customer
used to open the moneybox under the
game and stole its contents. Detectives are
investigating.

Drug dealer caught

A female citizen was taken to the Drugs
Control General Department after he was
caught in an abnormal condition, and he
confessed to pushing drugs. Police found
hashish and a sensitive scale with her. Police
noticed the girl driving aimlessly in Salmiya,
so they pulled her over. When they spoke to
her, she seemed abnormal. Police found the
hashish and scale in her car. At the police
station, she said she uses and trades in
drugs, and has special customers.

Gamblers detained

Eight Indians were arrested after they were
caught gambling inside Khaitan Park. A
guard noticed the eight gambling, so he
called police, who arrived and arrested them.

KD 3,000 a month 

Ahmadi prosecution is considering the case
of two sheikhs, one of whom made a deal
with a Bangladeshi man to dump sewerage
and industrial waste in his farm for KD 2 per
tank, while the other sheikh kept the matter
under the lid, as the farm owner earned KD
3,000 a month, according to a security
source. An Environment Public Authority
(EPA) team received a tip about a farm near
Um Al-Haiman station in which sewer waste
is dumped, and the owner charges KD 2 for
each tanker. Environment police noticed a
car belonging to a ruling family member
inside the farm, who confessed that he
knows about the matter but denied any links
to it, adding the farm belongs to another
sheikh and that a Bangladeshi empties sewer
trucks in the farm. Tests proved the material
is hazardous and may spread diseases and
cancer. It could also affect public health and
may seep into the country’s groundwater.
EPA Director General Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Humoud referred the two sheikhs and the
Bangladeshi man to the prosecution, which is
investigating the matter. — Translated by
Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

Companies gain
when employing

more women

Sawaber-like
projects
hinder housing
plans: Minister
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Housing Minister and State
Minister for Services Jenan Bushehri said a
proposal to build housing complexes like
those in Sawaber and rent the apartments
to Kuwaiti newlyweds at a nominal rent
adversely affects the efforts of the Public
Authority for Housing Welfare and keeps it
from implementing its plan that aims at
providing 12,000 units to citizens.

State property 
Kuwait Municipality Director General
Ahmad Al-Manfouhi asked emergency and
road occupancy teams to deal with car
offices that use state property to display
their vehicles for sale. He asked the
Hawally department to check violations on
the coastal road by such offices, as several
warnings have been issued, so that the cars

on display will be
removed before
being impounded.
The department
issued citations to
some offices that
concretized vast
areas of pavements
and damaged state
property. Some vio-
lators do not have
any licenses, while
others have permis-
sions to display
their vehicles over an area of 12 sq m, but
many of them use public land.

Social care center 
The number of beneficiaries of the social
care center at the Ministry of Social
Affairs during March was nearly 5,000
persons. Statistics by the ministry said the
total number of those who benefit from
the family nursing department is 1,045
cases - 36 in the children’s home, 11 in the
girls’ home, 91 in guest homes, 617 in the
nursery department, 220 in the children
follow-up department and 70 cases in the
care of Kuwaitis abroad department.
Statistics also showed the number of those
in the juvenile care home during March
was 456 cases, and there were 3,387 eld-
erly care cases.

Jenan Bushehri

Trade union,
rights society
mark Labor Day
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kuwait Trade Union
Federation issued a statement yesterday
on the occasion of Labor Day, in which
it said it will continue its efforts to real-
ize more achievements for laborers in
Kuwait, and will hold more activities
domestically and abroad to achieve that
goal. “Our goals are to achieve stability
for our unions and maintain their unity
and harmony,” it said, adding that this
makes the current executive council of

KTUF play its role in representing
Kuwait’s national interests at its best.

The Kuwait Human Rights Society
also celebrated Labor Day, saying in a
statement that it comes this year “with
positive and deep-rooted changes in the
labor movement in Kuwait, most notably
a decision to move the domestic help
department from the interior ministry to
the social affairs ministry.”

The market witnessed several move-
ments monitored by the society - the
start of Kuwaitization of government
jobs, the escalation of the labor situation
at a major company that was one of the
most important reasons for issuing an
amnesty to correct the status of resi-
dency violators, and the tensions
between Kuwait and the Philippines
over the conditions of Filipino workers,
it noted.

No injuries in shooting 
at passports center

API, World Bank
ink deal on 2030
development
agenda
KUWAIT: Kuwait-based Arab Planning
Institute (API) yesterday signed a memo of
understanding (MoU) with the World Bank
on the application of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development for developing the
Arab region.  The World Bank was repre-
sented by its Vice-President for the Agenda
Dr Mahmoud Mohieddin, while the API
Director-General Bader Malallah represent-
ed the institute.  Speaking after the signing,
Mohieddin said the MoU involves various
development cooperation domains, includ-
ing human development, economic growth
programs and sustainable development.

Now that the bank attaches much atten-
tion to human development, it is keen to

provide fresh programs aiming at develop-
ing the human element by means of offering
health and education services, he said.

The agenda puts into consideration the
privacies, national capabilities and internal
challenges of all countries, while pointing to
their shared responsibilities for achieving
sustainable development, he added.

The API chief said meanwhile that both
sides shared the same views on diverse
issues and subjects, primarily sustainable
development, during a separate meeting
held on the sidelines of the signing ceremo-
ny.  He pointed to his agency’s eagerness to
put in place the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, outlined by the
United Nations (UN). The MoU is an
umbrella for unifying efforts and coordinat-
ing work between the API and the bank with
a view to addressing relevant issues, espe-
cially regarding sustainable development,
following up on the implementation of goals
and measuring indexes, he remarked. The
document embraces joint training courses,
carrying out programs and holding seminars,
the API chief pointed out. — KUNA 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Ishbelia passports cen-
ter  witnessed a shoot ing by a
patron who had differences with an
officer, but no one was hurt. Press
reports  said pol ice authori t ies
began a search for the citizen who
fired three rounds towards a cap-

tain who told him his father’s pass-
port was not ready yet, and he
should return in the afternoon. A
security source said the citizen had
gone to collect his father’s pass-
port, then began an argument when
he learned the passport was not
ready. He then fired his weapon
before escaping.

KUWAIT: The interior ministry sent a
letter to the foreign ministry to inform
it that negotiations between the
domestic help department and offi-
cials from the Indian embassy, includ-
ing the labor consul, were successful.
A detailed explanation was given of
the domestic help law, which deals

with salaries and number of working
hours, and guarantees workers’ rights
in case of injury or death. A security
source said the process to bring in
female domestic helpers from India
may start next week after the neces-
sary measures are taken by the for-
eign ministry. — Al-Anbaa

Indian maids’ recruitment
could start next week

KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait
Lawrence Silverman praised KUNA
services and Kuwait’s media role in
enhancing bilateral relations between
the two countr ies  and efforts  in
spread of knowledge and awareness
among citizens. This came during his
meeting with KUNA Board Chairman
and Director General Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Duaij  Al-Sabah yesterday, dis-
cussing media role in enhancing rela-
tions and communication between
world countries.

Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij stressed
KUNA’s commitment to Kuwait’s policy

in supporting international efforts for
the sake of world security and stability.
The meeting also tackled the outstand-
ing relations between Kuwait and US
and ways of promoting them. The meet-
ing was attended by KUNA Deputy
Chairman for Administrative and
Financial Affairs Abdulhameed Malik,
KUNA’s Deputy Director General for
the Editorial Sector and Editor-in-Chief
Saad Al-Ali, KUNA’s Director of
Marketing and Public Relations Essam
Al-Ruwayeh, Sheikh Mubarak’s Office
Director Nayef Al-Otaibi and US
Embassy officials. — KUNA

KUNA chief, US envoy discuss
media role in enhancing relations

KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman meets with KUNA Board
Chairman and Director General Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Sabah. — KUNA


