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KUWAIT: Members of parliament have the constitutional
right to table interpellation requests to cabinet ministers,
but relevant regulations and conditions should be
observed, the Kuwaiti cabinet said yesterday.  The cabinet
made this statement during its customary weekly meeting
presided over by His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, as the National
Assembly is set to meet
today to discuss three
grilling motions against
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
and two cabinet ministers.
The cabinet, however, reiter-
ated willingness to work
with the assembly to put
control tools in effect with a
view to ensuring the national
interest, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs
Anas Al-Saleh said in a
statement following the
meeting.

Also locally, the Cabinet expressed relief over the
results of routine medical examinations His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah recently underwent in the United States, which
showed that he is in good health. First Deputy Prime
Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, as well as Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah briefed the executive body on Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s special representative Yang Jiechi’s

visit to the country. The talks the Chinese official had
with Kuwaiti leaders focused on strategies to establish
closer bilateral ties, in addition to political happenings
around the world, the minister explained. The Kuwaiti
foreign minister went on to address the ongoing diplo-
matic row with the Philippines, stressing that Kuwait fer-
vently opposes any measures that undermine its sover-

eignty and that the for-
eign ministry wil l
determine the proper
course of action to take
in the best interests of
both nations.

Meanwhile, Deputy
Prime Minister and
Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-
Saleh informed the
Cabinet that British
Secretary of State for
Wales Alun Cairns’s
recent visit to Kuwait

was productive, in which it focused on relations between
both countries. The Kuwaiti executives also approved a
pair of proposals dealing with forming a Gulf accreditation
center in the country and an agreement between Kuwait
and INTERPOL over the police body’s travel document
initiative. 

The Cabinet also gave the thumbs up to an economic
deal between Kuwait and Nicaragua, in addition to a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for high-level talks
involving Kuwaiti and Australian officials, as well as a MoU
for direct investment between Kuwait and Turkey.

In addition to discussions over the agenda for the
next session of parliament, the Cabinet also agreed to
form a committee comprising representatives from
across the government spectrum to examine the issue
of domestic labor.  On Arab and international affairs,
the cabinet emphatically deplored missile-firing by
Yemeni Houthi militias at populated areas in Saudi
Arab ia . I t  condemned such  he inous  a t tacks  by
Houthis as they target the kingdom’s security and
stability, in a clear-cut proof of this group’s insis-
tence on shrugging off international efforts to settle
the conflict in Yemen.

It, further, reaffirmed that the State of Kuwait stands by
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and backs its measures to
maintain its security and stability. The Kuwaiti ministers
then welcomed the recent historic Korean meeting, which

culminated in a peace agreement between North Korea
and South Korea, speaking highly of their leaders’ effort to
defuse tensions in the Korean Peninsula.  The agreement is
hoped to set an example for putting an end to world con-
flicts and tensions so that security and stability would pre-
vail, the cabinet said. 

Furthermore, the cabinet deplored and condemned a
recent shooting of worshippers in Quebec City in Canada,
which left a number of people killed or injured.  Finally, it
openly denounced twin blasts targeting an intelligence
facility in Kabul, together with an attack on foreign forces
in Kandahar early yesterday, which claimed caused some
casualties. The cabinet emphasized that the State of
Kuwait has adopted an unshakable position that is prima-
rily based on decrying all forms, manifestations and
motives of terrorism. —KUNA
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KIB sponsors
Earth Day 
activities at
Shaheed Park
KUWAIT: As part of its leading social
responsibility program aimed at support-
ing various youth-related and environ-
mental activities, Kuwait International
Bank (KIB) sponsored the Earth Day cel-
ebration, which was organized by stu-
dents from the O2 Club, From the
College of Life Sciences at Kuwait
University. Held at Shaheed Park, the
event aimed at promoting a deeper
awareness of environmental stewardship
and the importance of protecting the
environment. The event featured an
awareness exhibition which was attended
by a group of 17 committed environmen-
tal activists who have made a positive
contribution to the environmental state
of the planet.  Manager of Corporate

Communications at KIB, Nawaf Najia,
said: “Our sponsorship of this event
reflects our unwavering commitment
towards our environment and our ongoing
pursuit of promoting environmental protec-
tion amongst all segments of the community.
Our main objective is to support activities
and initiatives spearheaded by students, as
well as to spread awareness amongst youth
about the importance of improving the envi-
ronment in which we live in.”

Najia also shed light on the impor-
tance of celebrating and organizing
events that focus on important environ-
mental issues in Kuwait, particularly
waste disposal. KIB believes in the
importance of promoting the reuse and
reclamation of useful materials in a man-
ner that is safe and protective of human
health and the environment, thereby ben-
efitting the nation as a whole.   

KIB adopts impactful environmental-
ly-friendly processes for employees that
promote environmental consciousness.
The Bank encourages all employees to
reduce paper use and discourages print-
ing, instead urging employees to rely on
electronic alternatives for transactions
and correspondences.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (center) chairs the cabinet’s
meeting yesterday. —KUNA

Kuwaitis urged to
explore investment
opportunities in UK
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The United Kingdom’s Secretary of State for
Wales Alun Cairns is in Kuwait on a trade and investment
mission. He met several Kuwaiti government officials
including Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh and Gatehouse Bank offi-
cials, underlining investment opportunities in the United
Kingdom, especially in real estate, and to thank Kuwait for
its big role and influence in the region.  

He said his visit aimed to deepen Kuwait and British
trade ties, recognize and appreciate Kuwait as a nation
and thank His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for playing a pivotal role in the region.
“The Gulf region is very important to us as well as its role
in the UN Security Council, and for its support following
the (Russian poisoning) attack in Salisbury,” he said. 

On March 4, Sergei and Yulia Skripal were found col-
lapsed on a bench in Salisbury and it was later confirmed
by British authorities that the pair had been poisoned by
Novichok, a type of nerve agent. According to the BBC,
Skripal is a retired Russian military intelligence colonel

who came to the UK after being convicted and jailed in
Russia for spying for the UK. The findings about his poi-
soning by Novichok have been verified by an independent
investigation carried out by the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW). Britain and
many other foreign governments, have blamed the Russian
state for the attack.

Investments opportunities
“There are many investments opportunities for

Kuwaitis in Britain and we would like to welcome them.
The United Kingdom and Kuwait have a long history that
spans over a century, particularly our relations in foreign
policy and cooperation for many years; these are all treas-
ured, especially in recent years when HH the Amir visited
the country in 2012. They have special bonds, especially
the British royal family and HH the Amir. We see this as
very positive influence that Kuwait brings in the region,
especially its role in the Security Council that is funda-
mental to stability in the region as well as the wider role of
the UN internationally,” Cairns said.

The value of trade between the two nations, according
to Cairns, runs into tens of billions of pounds and the fig-
ure continues to rise year after year. “Gatehouse Bank, for
example, has British ownership, but uses sovereign wealth
funds from Kuwait. It is a UK-registered bank. What I am
trying to say here is that Kuwait and Britain are inter-
twined by commercial relations,” he said. 

Cairns mentioned that Kuwait wants to diversify its
health sector and introduce new innovations, and the UK is
ready to be part of it. “The UK is excellent in planning and

consultancy services in this field and we think we can sup-
port you in achieving your objectives. The majority of
shareholders of Aston Martin are Kuwaitis - it is a great
British brand but has Kuwaiti investors. Also, we are inter-
ested in airport management and perhaps in the oil and
petroleum sectors in Kuwait,” he said. 

With regards to the Syrian situation and its support of
some rebel groups inside Syrian territory trying to over-
throw the Assad regime, Cairns noted that what is impor-
tant to the UK is the safety and security of every Syrian
and the long-lasting stability of the region. 

Minister
greets unions
on Labor Day
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs
and Labor and State Minister for
Economic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh
congratulated workers in Kuwait as
well as unions, including the Kuwait
Trade Union Federation and the
general union of trade unions of
workers in the government sector on
the occasion of Labor Day, which
falls today. She said Kuwait will con-
tinue presenting all forms of support
and encouragement to the union
movement and protect the rights
of all of its members. She said Kuwait has signed sev-
eral treaties that were approved by the International
Labor Organization (ILO) aiming at protecting the
rights of workers and ensure their safety, adding that
Kuwait is keen on safeguarding workers’ rights as per
the constitution.

Palestinians in
Kuwait reiterate
their rights
KUWAIT: The Palestinian community in Kuwait
released the following statement yesterday, comment-
ing on the recent developments in the Middle East:

“The Palestinian cause faces conspiracies that
stand in the way of our Palestinian people and their
leadership in their march towards obtaining their
rights. Our leadership is facing regional and inter-
national pressures to accept the so called ‘deal of
the century’ that was prepared and approved by
those who are new to politics, and whose first con-
cern is the Zionist entity and their interests in the
Middle East.

“Our Palestinian people staged major demonstra-
tions to reject the conspiracy and condemn the deci-
sion to move the US embassy to Jerusalem. Our
Palestinian leadership moved in international arenas
to document its rejection of what is being conspired
against our cause, and to affirm our national right to
establish an independent state on the Palestinian ter-
ritories with Jerusalem as its capital, as well as the
Palestinian refugees’ right of return.

“The Palestinian community in Kuwait declares its
solidarity with its legitimate leadership and stresses
the following:

● The Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) is
the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian
people in Palestine and abroad.

● The National Palestinian Council is the highest
legislative Palestinian authority that represents every
Palestinian in Palestine and abroad.

● We support and stand with the Palestinian right
to establish the independent Palestinian state on the
Palestinian land with Jerusalem as its capital.

● We affirm our right to have a just solution for
Palestinian refugees, and reserve our right of return to
our land.

● We reject the US administration’s decision to
move its embassy to Jerusalem, and we also reject any
move that changes the geographic or demographic
status of Jerusalem. We do not accept any other city
than Jerusalem as the capital of our Palestinian state.

● Any personality, entity, or gathering outside the
institutes and departments of the PLO is illegal,
rejected and does not represent us as a Palestinian
community in the state of Kuwait.

“Finally, we greet our Palestinian people and our
POWs in the occupier’s prisons.”

KUWAIT: The United Kingdom’s Secretary of State for
Wales Alun Cairns speaks during a press conference.
—Photo by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: Officials attend a seminar organized by the Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry
yesterday. —KUNA 

Hind Al-Sabeeh

Kuwait’s political
agenda  promotes
human rights:
Envoy
KUWAIT: The protection of human rights
is deeply embedded in Kuwait’s political
ideology and endorsed by the Islamic faith,
a Kuwaiti diplomat said yesterday. Kuwait’s
Assistant Foreign Minister on International
Cooperation Affairs and Development
Nasser Al-Sabeeh made the remarks in a
speech on behalf of Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah in a seminar
organized by the Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry.
“Kuwait’s contributions towards humani-
tarian causes give credence to His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s UN-bestowed
moniker of Humanitarian Leader,” the
diplomat said.

He went on to say that the UN’s sustain-
able development goals revolve around the
notion of human rights, explaining that
nations that rank high on the human devel-

opment index usually have immaculate
human rights records.  One of the topics
included in the seminar is the private sec-
tor’s weighty responsibility to ensure that
its economic goals actually promote human
rights, the Kuwaiti diplomat added.

Meanwhile, the UN’s Resident
Coordinator Tarek El-Sheikh hailed
Kuwait as among the frontrunners in
efforts to protect human rights, citing the
seminar as an earnest endeavor on the
part of the Kuwaiti foreign ministry. He
said that the countries in the region should
follow in Kuwait’s footsteps by actively
engaging with the private sector through
programs and activities in the human
rights arena. —KUNA
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