
PAOK boss gets 
stadium ban, 
100,000 euro fine
ATHENS: Greek club PAOK Salonika’s president
Ivan Savvidis was banned from all soccer stadi-
ums for three years for storming onto the pitch
with a gun during a league game, the league’s dis-
ciplinary committee said yesterday.

The club were also stripped of three points,
ending their title chances. Savvidis, a Georgia-
born businessman and former Russian state Duma
deputy, charged onto the pitch with a gun in his
belt when a goal for PAOK was disallowed in a
match against fellow title contenders AEK Athens
on March 11.

The game was interrupted and the incident
prompted an immediate suspension of the league
by the Greek government as world soccer’s gov-
erning body FIFA considers possible action
against Greece over repeated crowd trouble and
violence in the stadiums. The government lifted
the ban on Tuesday with Superleague matches set
to resume over the weekend. Savvidis was also
fined 100,000 euros ($123,000) and the club,
fined an additional 63,000 euros, must play three
matches behind closed doors.

PAOK sports director Lubos Michel, a former
international referee, was banned for 90 days and
fined 15,000 euros after also entering the pitch
and complaining to the referee.

The disciplinary committee awarded the game

to AEK Athens and stripped two points from
PAOK from next season’s championship. PAOK
said they would appeal.

“The sanction is harsh and was delivered
under the pressure of a coordinated media storm
against PAOK,” the club said in a statement. “We
are proceeding with an appeal and await to be
judged on real facts.”

FIFA has warned Greece to clean up football
or risk a possible international ban. “The word
Grexit is no more impossible. Greek football is
going to an edge,” Herbert Huebel, head of a FIFA
monitoring committee for Greek football, said
earlier this month.  — Reuters

LONDON: England manager Gareth Southgate
plans to name his 23-man World Cup squad
early to help avoid unnecessary anxiety among
his players. Tuesday’s promising 1-1 draw in Italy
was England’s last match before Southgate
names the travelling party for the June 14-July
15 finals in Russia.

Southgate has until May 14 to register a 35-
man provisional squad with FIFA and needs to
whittle it down to 23 by
June 4 — two days after
England’s next friendly,
against Nigeria.

But the England boss
will name his squad be-
fore the penultimate
warm-up friendly, with
the announcement ex-
pected shortly after the
Premier League season
ends on May 13. “I’d like
to (name the squad before the next friendly) be-
cause you end up being able to run a perform-
ance camp rather than a selection camp,” the
England manager said. “I think there’s a differ-
ence in the feel for everybody.

“If you name 28 and they aren’t sure, but if
you name 23 and five on standby-which Sven
(Goran Eriksson) did well, then everyone knows

where they sit. “If you have got 28 or 30 who
think they might have a chance, then there’s a lot
of uncertainty and anxiety within the games,” he
added. “For me, it’s much better to get the 23 se-
cured and work from there.”

Southgate already has a “pretty clear” idea
about how he will fill 20 of the slots, and over the
identity of his first-choice goalkeeper and skip-
per. Everton ‘keeper Jordan Pickford has per-

haps edged ahead of
Jack Butland while Harry
Kane and Jordan Hen-
derson are frontrunners
for the captaincy.

Meanwhile, Adam
Lallana is confident his
fitness problems will not
cost him a place in Eng-
land’s World Cup plans
after an injury-blighted
season. The Liverpool

midfielder, who made a second-half appearance
against Italy, suffered a serious thigh injury in
early August, reducing him to a bit-part role for
his club this season.

But the 29-year-old is bullish about his
prospects of making the 23-man squad, insisting
he has sufficient credit in the bank despite his
lack of match time. “I’m confident enough in my

own ability and what I bring to the squad,” he
said. “He (Southgate) recognises what I bring to

the team, my team-mates recognise that and I
recognise it also.” — AFP
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BURTON-ON-TRENT: File photo shows England’s manager Gareth Southgate (R) talks with
England’s midfielder Jordan Henderson during a training session at St George’s Park in Bur-
ton-on-Trent. — AFP

Everton keeper Pickford has an edge ahead of Butland 

Dortmund out 
to delay the 
inevitable 
another title 
BERLIN:  At any other time a showdown be-
tween Bayern Munich and Borussia Dortmund
would be a season highlight but when the
teams clash tomorrow, the focus will be on
how soon can the Bavarians secure their sixth
successive Bundesliga crown.

Dortmund are battling for a Champions
League spot for next season, lying in third place
on 48 points. They are one point behind Schalke
04, who host Freiburg with seven games left in
the campaign. Bayern are 17 points clear at the
top and had to put their title celebrations on ice
after losing 2-1 to RB Leipzig in the previous
matchday. But victory over visiting Dortmund
in combination with a draw or defeat for
Schalke would be enough for Bayern to wrap
up a record-extending 28th league title.

“Obviously this is in the back of our minds,”
said Bayern winger Arjen Robben, who has re-
covered from injury and has returned to train-
ing this week. He is expected to be fit for the

match.  “If we had to chose a timing to win it
then we would want it to be this Saturday. But
obviously we still depend on others as well to
win it and cannot secure it ourselves yet.” The
only other time Bayern won the title in March
was under Pep Guardiola in 2014.

Bayern, chasing a treble, would be boosted
by picking up their first silverware of the sea-
son ahead of their Champions League quar-
ter-final first leg against Sevilla next week and
a German Cup semi-final to follow.

But despite an inconsistent season, Dort-
mund have recovered under coach Peter
Stoeger and remain undefeated in the 12
league games since he took over in December.
“They are playing better and now also under
the new coach,” Robben warned. “Dortmund
remain a very good team even if this season
they were not as consistent.” Dortmund will
likely be without winger Marco Reus, with the
Germany international having missed the
friendlies against Spain and Brazil in the past
days as well as their previous league game
with adductor muscle problems. 

“I don’t think there is enough time until the
weekend,” said Stoeger of Reus’ chances of
making the big game. Defender Omer Toprak
is also looking doubtful but with the Ruhr val-
ley club having won five of their last seven
league games and a Champions League spot
the only goal left in their season, motivation
should not be an issue.  — Reuters
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