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DENVER: Claude Giroux and Ivan Provorov
each scored goals while Michal Neuvirth
and Petr Mrazek combined for 27 saves
Wednesday night as the Philadelphia Flyers
gained two big points in the Eastern Confer-
ence playoff race with a 2-1 verdict over the
Colorado Avalanche in Denver. The result
enabled Philadelphia
to tie Pittsburgh for
second place in the
Metropolitan Division
with 92 points, taking
the Flyers out of the
wild-card picture at
least temporarily.
Philadelphia bounced
back after losing each
of the previous two
games in overtime. Meanwhile, Colorado
took a potentially costly defeat in its pursuit
of a Western Conference playoff spot. The
Avalanche stayed at 90 points, one behind
the St. Louis for fourth place in the Central
Division. They are also a point behind the
Los Angeles Kings and the Anaheim Ducks.
Neuvirth, who was activated earlier
Wednesday from injured reserve after miss-
ing more than a month with a lower-body in-
jury, left the game with 8:07 gone in the
second. Mrazek replaced him and saved all
17 shots he faced.  Neuvirth stopped 10 of
11 shots.

COYOTES 3, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 2
Kevin Connauton scored two goals and

Antti Raanta made 27 saves to lead visiting

Arizona to a victory over Vegas. Richard
Panik also scored for the Coyotes, who have
earned back-to-back wins over the Eastern
Conference-leading Tampa Bay Lightning
and the Pacific Division-leading Golden
Knights. Alex Tuch and Erik Haula scored
Vegas, which lost for the first time in five

games against Ari-
zona. The Golden
Knights still hold a
five-point lead in the
division with five
games to go.

CAPITALS 3,
RANGERS 2 (OT)
Evgeny Kuznetsov

scored 38 seconds
into overtime to give Washington a victory
over visiting New York. Kuznetsov scored
on a great individual effort, circling around
a few New York players in the Rangers’ zone
and then beating goalie Henrik Lundqvist on
a bullet from the left side. The Capitals have
won five in a row and nine of their past 10
games.

Lundqvist came back after missing three
games (sore back/neck) and turned in a solid
performance with 30 saves. Washington
goalie Braden Holtby made 35 saves.

MAPLE LEAFS 4, PANTHERS 3
Auston Matthews scored his 30th goal of

the season as host Toronto defeated Florida.
Matthews is the third Toronto player to reach
30 goals this season, joining James van Riems-

dyk and Nazem Kadri. Van Riemsdyk, who
also scored on Wednesday, leads the team
with 35 goals. Frederik Andersen stopped 30
shots to earn the win. 

Mitch Marner and Patrick Marleau also

scored for Toronto. Marner, who also had an
assist, has at least one point in 10 consecu-
tive games. Jonathan Huberdeau had two
goals and Evgenii Dadonov added one for
the Panthers. — Reuters
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Kuznetsov scores to give Washington victory over New York

Cricket chiefs to 
review punishment 
for ball-tampering
LONDON: The International Cricket Council will review
its punishment for ball-tampering in light of the Aus-
tralia cheating scandal, and warned the game is in dan-
ger unless decisive action is taken.  Cricket Australia has
banned captain Steve Smith and vice-captain David
Warner from international and domestic cricket for a
year while opening batsman Cameron Bancroft was ex-
iled for nine months over the incident during the third
Test in South Africa.

Under its current code of conduct, the ICC was unable to
impose more than a full-match fine and a one-Test ban on
Smith, unlike the more stringent penalty since levied by
Cricket Australia.

“We’ve come to realise that the world-not only Australia-
regards ball-tampering in a very serious light. It goes to the
spirit of the game,” said chief executive David Richardson.
“I must admit this has been an eye-opener for me personally.
We need to look at the penalty imposed, specific to ball-

tampering.  “Around the world, ball-tampering is considered
cheating... I think we need to look at it again, and this is what
has prompted this review.” The ICC review will look into
player behaviour, the spirit in which the game is played and
the code of conduct.

Richardson said the exercise, likely to be informed by re-
spected former players such as Australia’s Allan Border, In-
dian Anil Kumble, Shaun Pollock of South Africa and West
Indies’ Courtney Walsh, would be an opportunity to “draw a
line in the sand” and address fans’ concerns.

“The reaction all around the world shows us that if we
neglect the way the game is played, cricket is itself in dan-
ger,” he said.  “We are going to ignore (that) at our peril...
we don’t want to leave this lingering, and hope it will all go
away.”

Richardson, a former South African wicketkeeper, said
cricket had been blighted by bad behaviour in recent
weeks including ugly incidents of sledging, dissent against
umpires’ decisions and now the ball-tampering episode.
“This has been perhaps one of the worst periods in recent
memory for consistently poor player behaviour and the
global outcry in relation to the ball tampering is a clear
message to cricket: enough is enough,” he wrote in a blog
post on the ICC website.

“The spirit of cricket is precious to our sport and so in-
trinsically linked with good behaviour,” he added. “The turn
of phrase ‘that’s just not cricket’  is not an accident. We must
protect that spirit.” —AFP

NEW DELHI:  Indian Premier League side Sunrisers Hy-
derabad yesterday named New Zealand’s Kane Williamson
as captain after scandal-tainted Australian David Warner
withdrew. “I have accepted the role to stand in as captain
for this season. It’s an exciting opportunity with a talented
group of players,” the 27-year-old Kiwi skipper said in a
statement released by the club on Twitter.

Williamson has a $460,000 deal with the Sunrisers for
this season, which starts April 7. Warner, who was banned
for a year on Wednesday along with disgraced Australian
captain Steve Smith, had a $1.9 million contract.

Warner and Smith, who has been barred from playing for
Rajastan Royals in the IPL, were at the centre of a ball-tam-
pering scandal during Australia’s series in South Africa. The
pair were among the highest-paid foreign stars in the IPL.
Hyderabad, who won the 2016 IPL, will host Rajasthan in
their opening match on April 9. —AFP
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WASHINGTON: Kevin Hayes #13 of the New York Rangers scores a first period goal on Braden
Holtby #70 of the Washington Capitals at Capital One Arena on Wednesday in Washington. —AFP


