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HANOI: The US delivered six patrol boats and equipment worth a combined $20
million to Vietnam, the US embassy in Hanoi said yesterday, as the former foes boost
ties amid continuing tensions in the South China Sea.  Hanoi and Washington have
improved defense links in recent years as they seek to counter Beijing’s growing
might in the disputed and resource-rich waterway. 

The US Coast Guard gave its Vietnamese counterpart six fast-response Metal
Shark boats, which “will serve to deter bad actors from committing crimes against
or near Vietnam”, the embassy said in a statement, citing among other threats envi-
ronmental degradation, illegal fishing and piracy.  The delivery, part of a deal an-
nounced in 2016, took place during a visit to the country by the US Coast Guard’s
Pacific Area commander Vice Admiral Fred M Midgette.

It comes only three weeks after the historic visit of US aircraft carrier USS Carl
Vinson, the first since the end of the Vietnam war in 1975. The boat handover is the
second of its kind and part of a US package of $20 million worth of equipment for
the Vietnamese Coast Guard station on Phu Quoc Island in the southwest. The move
demonstrates US support for a “strong, prosperous, and independent Vietnam that
contributes to international security and the rule of law”, the embassy statement
added.

Tensions in the South China Sea are ongoing as China continues to build artificial
islands capable of hosting military installations.  Vietnam, along with several other
Southeast Asian nations and Taiwan also claim parts of the waterway, which is be-
lieved to sit atop vast oil and gas deposits and through which $5 trillion in trade
passes annually.  

Vietnam remains the most vocal in the South China Sea dispute with the Philip-
pines backing off under China-friendly President Rodrigo Duterte.  Security ties be-
tween the US and Vietnam have deepened since Washington normalized relations
with Hanoi in 1995. Last August, Vietnam’s Defense Minister Ngo Xuan Lich visited
the US, part of Hanoi’s campaign to keep Washington close under US President Don-
ald Trump.  In January, US Defense Secretary James Mattis made a two-day visit,
asserting that freedom of navigation in the sea was crucial for the fast-growing
Southeast Asian country. —AFP

SEOUL: The two Koreas yesterday set a date
for a rare inter-Korean summit, following a
high-level meeting that was held days after
the nuclear-armed North’s leader Kim Jong
Un made his international debut with a sur-
prise trip to China. “According to the will of
both leaders, the South and North agreed to
hold the ‘2018 South-North summit’ on April 27
at the South’s Peace House in Panmunjom,” said
a joint press statement, read out in turn by both
delegations’ leaders. The meeting between Kim
Jong Un, leader of nuclear-armed North Korea,
and the South’s President Moon Jae-in will be
only the third of its kind, and will be followed
by landmark talks with US President Donald
Trump which could come as early as May.

The venue will make Kim the first North
Korean leader to set foot in the South since
the end of the Korean War-although accord-
ing to Pyongyang’s official accounts, during
the conflict his grandfather and predecessor
Kim Il Sung went several times to Seoul,
which twice fell to his forces. The two sides
did not settle on the summit agenda at yes-
terday’s meeting in the Unification Pavilion on
Panmunjom’s northern side, but the South’s
delegation leader Cho Myoung-gyon told re-
porters they agreed Kim and Moon should be
able to hold “frank discussions on all mat-
ters”.

That would include the denuclearization of
the Korean peninsula, Cho said. The leader of
Pyongyang’s delegation Ri Son Gwon added:
“What the people want is our agenda.” An-
other round of working-level talks next
Wednesday will discuss issues including pro-
tocol and security. Next month’s meeting
comes after previous inter-Korean summits in
Pyongyang in 2000 and 2007, since when the
North has made extensive progress in its nu-
clear weapons and ballistic missile programs.

It has been subjected to multiple rounds
of sanctions by the UN Security Council, US,
South and others as a result, and tensions in
the region have soared, with Kim and Trump
engaging in a fiery war of words last year.
But a rapid rapprochement on the peninsula
was kicked off by the Winter Olympics in the
South and events have moved quickly since
then, with a flurry of official visits between
the two Koreas. An advance team of South-
ern performers headed north yesterday
ahead of K-pop concerts in Pyongyang.

Kim-Xi meeting 
Beijing welcomed yesterday’s develop-

ments, with foreign ministry spokesman Lu
Kang saying improved relations between the
Koreas “will help promote regional peace and
stability”. “We believe it serves their mutual

interests as well as the regional situation,” he
added. China’s top diplomat, State Councillor
Yang Jiechi, arrived in Seoul yesterday to brief
Moon and other officials on Kim’s secretive
visit to Beijing this week to meet Chinese
President Xi Jinping for the first time. It was
the North Korean leader’s first overseas trip
since inheriting power following the death of
his father, Kim Jong Il, in 2011. 

China has long been the North’s key diplo-
matic defender and provider of trade and aid,

but relations have been strained by Pyongyang’s
weapons programmes, with Beijing showing a
new willingness to implement UN sanctions
against it.

Even so the two leaders hailed their nations’
historic ties, with Xi accepting Kim’s invitation
to visit Pyongyang, according to the North’s of-
ficial Korean Central News Agency. “There is no
question that my first foreign visit would be to
the Chinese capital,” it quoted Kim as saying,
calling it a “noble obligation”. —AFP

The two Koreas agree to 
hold summit on April 27

Will be followed by landmark talks with US president

South Korean Unification Minister Cho Myoung-gyun (R) shakes hands with his North Korean
counterpart Ri Son Gwon (L), who is chairman of the North’s Committee for the Peaceful Reuni-
fication of the Country, during their meeting at the Unification Pavilion building on the northern
side of the border truce of village of Panmunjom.— AFP 

US provide boats for 
Vietnam amid tensions

BANGKOK: Women migrant construction workers
and their children in Thailand are exposed to violence
and abuse in hazardous living conditions, the United
Nations said yesterday. The report by the UN chil-
dren’s agency (UNICEF) underscores the risks to la-
borers from some of the poorest countries in Asia.
Besides physical abuse and limited access to health-
care and education, the 60,000 or more migrant chil-
dren living in construction site camps are particularly
vulnerable to child labor, according to the report. 

Nearly a third of the children surveyed said they
had started working before turning 15, the legal
minimum age. Almost 90 percent had suffered
some form of physical violence. “These experi-
ences of violence are severe barriers to the chil-
dren’s physical, emotional and social development,
in addition to being threats to their basic safety
and well-being,” said Thomas Davin, UNICEF’s
Thailand representative. “That is not a childhood
for any child.”

Thailand has more than 3 million migrant work-
ers, according to the International Organization
for Migration, with rights groups putting the fig-
ure higher. Construction is the top employer of mi-

grant workers, with women from Cambodia,
Myanmar and Laos making up about 40 percent
of the nearly 600,000 documented migrants in the
sector, according to the International Labour Or-
ganization (ILO).

They are a rarity in an industry generally domi-
nated by men.  But they are paid less than men, get
few maternity or childcare benefits, and are more ex-
posed to safety risks, the ILO said. Families live in re-
fashioned containers or flimsy shacks of tin and
plywood at the sites, with poor sanitation and limited
access to potable water, according to the survey of
119 migrant parents and children in 21 sites in northern
Thailand.

More than 40 percent of mothers said they had ex-
perienced some form of abuse or physical violence, it
said. “I was shocked at the extent of the violence
faced by women and children,” said Nicola Crosta of
Baan Dek Foundation, a non-profit which helps to
provide education and healthcare to migrant workers
at construction sites. 

“But many companies are stepping up to pro-
vide better facilities and services, which can help
reduce the incidence,” he told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation.

Since taking power in a 2014 coup, Thailand’s rul-
ing junta has had varying degrees of success in regu-
lating the foreign workforce, spurred partly by media
reports that unregulated workers faced exploitation
by employers. Thai industries are under international
scrutiny this week as a team of UN experts undertake
their first visit to the country to examine human rights
in a range of businesses. —Reuters 
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