
NEW DELHI: India yesterday vowed to
strengthen its online security after high school
exam papers were leaked ahead of crucial tests,
forcing millions of students to resit their finals.
Education Minister Prakash Javadekar said an
investigation was underway into how the math-
ematics and economics papers were accessed
and spread via WhatsApp before the exam.

“The criminals who did this won’t be spared.
I am sure police will
catch these people soon.
Let me assure that we
will further improve the
system and make it fool-
proof,” he told reporters
yesterday. It is another
embarrassment for a
government which has
weathered storms
around alleged cracks in
its Aadhaar system, a
database containing the personal details of more
than one billion Indians.

It comes as Facebook reels from a scandal
over user data and India’s ruling and main
opposition parties accuse each other of min-
ing and sharing followers’ personal informa-
tion. The row erupted this weekend after a
French security researcher flagged flaws with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s personal
app, alleging that users’ data was being

shared without their consent.

Widespread anger 
The main opposition Congress party’s Rahul

Gandhi used the exam leak to revive the attack
on Modi’s administration over digital security.
“2.8 million students to take exams again!! I
mean is it a bloody joke? Who is accountable for
this big mess?,” he posted on Twitter. The Cen-

tral Board of Secondary
Education papers are
crucial for students hop-
ing to secure admission
to some of India’s most
prestigious public uni-
versities and there was
widespread anger at the
leak.

Javadekar said he
“understood the pain
and anguish and frustra-

tion” of parents and students following the
breach. Police in Delhi investigating the leak said
25 people, including students and tutors, had
been questioned as part of their inquiries but no
arrests made so far. “For now, we are trying to
establish the trail of this leak. Most people we
have spoken with only received it on What-
sApp,” said special commissioner of police R.P
Upadhyay.

Cheating in exams is common in India includ-

ing paying large bribes to buy test papers, al-
though there have been more elaborate ruses.
Hundreds of people were arrested in eastern
Bihar state in 2015 for scaling the walls of
schools and providing crib sheets and study ma-
terials to their relatives during exams.   School
authorities also created a furore last May when
a student was made to remove her bra in public

before an exam to ensure she had not hidden
notes inside. 

India’s information technology ministry last
week formally requested that Cambridge An-
alytica-the data analysis company at the cen-
tre of a Facebook privacy scandal-provide
clarity over its practices by the end of the
month. — AFP 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Friday, March 30, 2018

Friday16

2.8 million students to
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Myanmar clears
some Rohingya
for return 
DHAKA: A Bangladesh official said yester-
day that Myanmar had approved several
hundred Rohingya from a list of thousands
to return to their homeland, but provided
no indication of when the long-delayed
process would begin. Bangladesh and
Myanmar agreed in November to repatri-
ate three-quarters of a million Rohingya
but the deal has stalled indefinitely, with
each side blaming the other for a lack of
preparation.

Myanmar has so far approved fewer
than 600 names from a list of more than
8,000 refugees provided by Bangladesh.
The impoverished South Asian nation is
housing nearly a million Rohingya in squalid
camps along its southeastern border with
Myanmar. Mohammad Abul Kalam,
Bangladesh’s top official overseeing the
repatriation deal, said Myanmar had given
no details about when or if the controversial
process was expected to begin.

“No date has been fixed yet,” he told re-
porters. Asked when the process would

begin, Kalam said he had “no idea”. The
controversial agreement was supposed to
start in January but missed the deadline and
has dragged since. It has attracted a
firestorm of criticism from rights groups
concerned that the persecuted Muslim mi-
nority will not be safe in Myanmar.

Under the agreement, refugees given
the green light to return must do so volun-
tarily but many displaced in Bangladesh
have rejected the prospect of returning to
Myanmar’s strife-torn Rakhine state. Ro-
hingya have been persecuted in Rakhine
for generations and fear the cycle of vio-
lence that has driven them into Bangladesh
could repeat.

Kalam said Bangladesh would send an-
other list of around 10,000 refugees to
Myanmar in coming weeks for verification.
Officials from each country are due to meet
in April to discuss the process, he added.
But there is skepticism in Bangladesh, and
elsewhere, that repatriation will succeed.
Myanmar has long marginalized the Ro-
hingya as illegal immigrants and the key in-
frastructure required for the huge endeavor
is yet to be constructed. Bangladesh and
Myanmar had agreed to complete the huge
process by November. This month a top
Bangladesh cabinet minister, AMA Muhith,
said it was unlikely the refugees would ever
return, accusing Myanmar of deliberately
obstructing the process. — AFP 

Afghan women
launch rare
protest for peace 
LASHKAR GAH: Dozens of peace activists, in-
cluding women, have set up tents in the Afghan
province of Helmand, after a car bomb killed
more than a dozen people outside a sports sta-
dium last week. In a rare development, women
from the ethnic Pashtun-dominated region began
protesting alongside men in the provincial capital
Lashkar Gah on Tuesday, saying that they would
later march to a Taleban-controlled district to de-
mand an end to the war.

“I lost my son in one of these explosions and
his family are without any support. I am asking
the Taleban to accept our demand for peace,”
said Khial Bibi, one of the participants at the
women’s tent. The protest did not involve govern-
ment officials or politicians and was a “pure peo-
ple’s movement”, said Qais Hashemi, a male
protester.

The car bomb exploded on Friday as a

wrestling match ended in Lashkar Gah, killing at
least 14 people and wounding at least 47. No
group has claimed responsibility. The attack un-
derlined the continued threat of violence across
much of Afghanistan with the approach of spring,
when fighting tends to pick up. The Taleban,
seeking to restore strict Islamic rule after their
2001 defeat by US-led troops, on Wednesday is-
sued a statement directing the protesters to
march toward US military bases instead and de-
mand that they cease fighting.

Protesters against the Taliban were being ex-
ploited by US forces, spokesman Qari Muham-
mad Yousuf Ahmadi said in the statement on a
Taliban website. “The Islamic Emirate is seriously
concerned that the enemy circles will misuse your
name,” the statement said. “Allah forbid, if some-
thing were to happen then responsibility will be
placed squarely on your shoulders because you
understand that we are at war, are facing various
enemy plots and will be forced to take serious
steps in pursuit of their neutralization.” The Tale-
ban control large areas of Helmand, which is the
source of much of Afghanistan’s opium crop.
President Ashraf Ghani offered last month to hold
peace talks with the Taliban but there has so far
been little sign the insurgents are willing to end
their fight. — Reuters 

Millions of Indian students to 
re-sit exam after test leaked

Papers were accessed and spread via WhatsApp


