
NEW YORK: Kuwait has reiterated its support to all procedures
and efforts by the UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres to im-
prove performance of UN peacekeeping operations. “We appre-
ciate the General Secretariat’s high sense of responsibility and
current thorough examination of the performance level, as well as
the action plan in order to limit the increasing number of casualties
among peacekeepers, who we greatly value their sacrifices to
protect civilians,” said Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi, Repre-
sentative of Kuwait Permanent Mission to
the UN late Wednesday. 

His remarks came before a UN Secu-
rity Council debate on improving UN
peacekeeping operations.   “Out of our
responsibility towards peacekeeping,
and due to our previous and successful
experience in hosting a peacekeeping
mission; UNICOM, Kuwait have commit-
ted to paying two-thirds of the mission’s
budget throughout its stay of 12 years,”
Al-Otaibi noted, pointing out that the mission ended operations
in Kuwait in 2003.  

“When we talk about the three principles of peacekeeping;
consent of the parties, impartiality and non-use of force except
in self-defense and defense of the mandate...  Here we are ad-
dressing the cornerstone, represented by the host country,
which must be consulted during the entire mandate periods
with all details.” 

However, he said that factors aside from poor coordination,
miscommunication and armed conflicts could negatively affect the

course, fluency and pace of a peacekeeping mission. “Factors such
as Climate Change, immigration and displacement among others,
require efforts to be exerted in order for the mission to serve its
purpose. This would be achieved through addressing the root
cause of the conflict,” Al-Otaibi explained.  

Such challenges call for having “resilient and clear” mandate
so as to provide UN peacekeepers the ability to acclimate to
changes, as well as be geared up to deal with variables on ground;

which would limit its deployment for
undisclosed periods attached with hard-
to-achieve goals, he noted. The high-level
open debate was convened by the
Netherlands in its capacity as the Presi-
dent of the Security Council for the month
of March. The country’s Prime Minister,
Mark Rutte, chaired the meeting. 

Kuwait-hosted conference 
Meanwhile, representative of the UN

High Commissioner of Refugees in Iraq Bruno Geddo stated on
Wednesday that the outcome of the Kuwait-hosted international
conference for Iraq reconstruction would be the key point for next
year’s plan of action. In a joint press conference with Kuwait’s Con-
sul-General in Irbil Omar Al-Kandari, Geddo said that the inter-
national conference helped achieve stability and attracted
investments to the Iraqi cities that were under the so-called Islamic
State (IS) group’s control. International donors have pledged USD
30 billion in funds to rebuild Iraq post-IS at the conference hosted
by Kuwait last month. — Agencies 

L o c a l

Friday 9
Friday, March 30, 2018

Kuwait reiterates its support 
for peacekeeping operations

NEWS IN BRIEF
Unstable weather 

KUWAIT: Relative hot weather with light to moderate wind at
speeds of 15-45 km/h, rising dust, and possible scattered
clouds in some areas will prevail in Kuwait during the weekend,
said an official at Meteorological Center Abdulaziz Al-Qarawi
yesterday. Al-Qarawi told Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) that
today’s weather will be unstable at daytime and partially cloudy
at night with southeasterly wind with speeds of 25-60 kilome-
ters per hour, and a high temperature between 33 to 35 degrees
Celsius. However, in the evening, the dust will gradually settle
with northwesterly wind dominating.  As for tomorrow, Al-
Qarawi expects a gradual improvement in the weather - and
light to moderate northwestern wind speeds up to 40 kilome-
ters per hour. Highest temperature expected is 30-33 degrees
Celsius with sea level between 2 to 5 feet. Low temperatures
will reach between 13 to 17 degrees Celsius. — KUNA

KU online registration 

KUWAIT: The Center for Evaluation and Measurement at
Kuwait University (KU) announced yesterday that the electronic
registration has been opened for the Academic Aptitude Tests
scheduled for May 5. It added that the registration will continue
until April 14, and all 12th grade students are invited to register
at https://portal.ku.edu.kw/placement. — KUNA

SMEs leadership skills

PARIS: Kuwaiti Ambassador to France Sami Al-Suleiman said
the visit of mobadara “initiative” team to encourage small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) is a great opportunity to benefit
from Paris’ experience in the field. During his meeting with the
team, Al-Suleiman hailed the initiative’s role in supporting
SMEs for youth. The initiative chose France because the coun-
try has great experience in international commercial projects
and business administration, he said. The visit to Paris will also
provide the team with leadership skills in SMEs. The team will
visit youth societies related to businesses in France. — KUNA

KUNA wins award

KUWAIT: Information Minister Mohammad Al-Jabri yesterday
congratulated the Director General of Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Sabah and board mem-
bers on the agency’s win at the Sharjah Government Commu-
nication Award. Al-Jabri said in a press statement that the
award for best media initiative in government communication
in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) allocated to KUNA
Wednesday had confirmed Kuwait’s leading position in the field
of media.  He praised the efforts of Kuwaiti youths working in
the media sector who had initiatives and actions characterized
by creativity and excellence in terms of content and form, which
had a great impact on the jury leading to the win. Yesterday,
Chairman of the Financial Department of Sharjah Government
Sheikh Mohammad bin Saud Al-Qasimi and Chairman of Shar-
jah Media Council Sheikh Sultan bin Ahmad Al-Qasimi handed
the award to KUNA’s Deputy Director General and Editor-in-
Chief Saad Al-Ali. — KUNA

Kuwait-hosted conference ‘key’ for UN 2019 plan 

Kuwait committed 
to paying 

two-thirds of 
mission’s budget 

MoH sacks 
253 expat 
employees 
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Health Minister Dr Basel Al-
Sabah has sacked 253 expat employees -
effective July 1st 2018. Informed sources
said this first batch will be the first among
others that will come later. “This batch of
expat employees is terminated from ad-
ministrative jobs and replaced by Kuwaitis.
The sacked employees were given three
months to settle their situation,” the
sources said, adding that the Health Min-
istry said it will replace expats with
Kuwaitis in administrative jobs, but it can-
not terminate the services of doctors,
nurses and technicians. Meanwhile, Acting
Public Works Ministry Undersecretary
Khalid Al-Khazi has signed a decision to
terminate the services of 18 expats as part
of the Kuwaitization directives. The termi-
nation will be effective from July 1st.

Diabetes ‘a challenge’ 
The rise in diabetes in the country of-

fers massive challenges to the health sys-

tem, and achieving sustainable develop-
ment, Minister of Health said yesterday.
Kuwait is taking effective steps to address
the disease which stem from its national
development plan, the minister told the
Sixth Gulf Group for the Study of Diabetes
(GGSD) conference, stressing the neces-
sity of implementing preventive programs.
Meanwhile, the conference’s organizing
committee head Dr Monira Al-Arrouj said
that the three-day event aimed to raise
awareness on the disease, and review
strategies for its prevention. Gulf nationals
are amongst the top 10 highest in the
world in regards to diabetes rates, she said,
warning that 63 percent of those over 60
suffer from its symptoms. In Kuwait, these
rates have risen from 23 percent in 2016 to
24 percent, this year.

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Sheikh Dr
Basel Hamoud Al-Hamad Al-Sabah ad-
dresses the 6th Gulf Group for the
Study of Diabetes (GGSD) conference
yesterday. — KUNA photos 


