
Kuwait is a small country with a Muslim-majority population and
a Christian minority, whether citizens or expatriates. The local
community seems very conservative and insular, but the fact is

that we are a moderate society with a mixture of ideas, doctrines and
races. It is regrettable that we live in a social and administrative reality in
which corruption is rife because of apathy and mismanagement, but why
should official Friday sermons create unnecessary confusion and con-
troversy in the local society, especially for those who are outside the cir-
cle of Islamists? Why doesn’t the Friday sermon tackle the daily suffer-
ings of Muslims and the ethics and morality we need to adopt?

What happened last week raised a lot of controversy. A Kuwaiti
woman protested on Monday in front of the awqaf ministry against the
March 23 Friday sermon, which is officially available on the website of
the ministry. The sermon was titled “Modern Atheism: Its Dangers and
Manifestations”, and was prepared by the Friday sermon committee.

In one of the paragraphs of the official sermon, it clearly stated that
“the call for the freedom of women will in fact dissociate her from tradi-
tions, chastity and modesty to reach the habits of infidels, disintegration
and discarding the veil...”. Mrs Karam wanted to make a point to the
awqaf ministry, whom she accused of linking unveiled women with moral
decay. I think what the citizen mentioned is an interpretation of what
was written and not something that is fabricated, but the ministry denied
that the sermon addressed women who don’t wear the hijab. 

The undersecretary denied that the Friday sermon circulated to
mosques in Kuwait on Friday, March 23 included any accusations
against unveiled women. He said in a press statement that the ministry is
keen to invite Muslim women to abide by the orders of Allah and per-
form prayers, pay zakat, fast, go on pilgrimage and commit to the veil,
among other deeds. He pointed out that the sermon was on modern-day
atheism and its dangers and manifestations and not on the subject of
women and the veil. He stressed that the sermon focused on the serious
issue of atheism and its negative effects on society.

I never knew that atheism has become a serious issue in the Kuwaiti
society. If this is the case, then I hope the awqaf ministry publishes sta-
tistics that determine the percentage of atheists in the country, whether
citizens or expatriates, and thus we will know that the ministry is right in
addressing this phenomenon and I will support it. 

But I know that the rate of crimes, for example, has increased,
according to the statistics of the interior ministry, and I believe that talk-
ing about the reasons behind robberies, for instance, is no less important
because of poverty, unemployment and weakness of faith. This, I think, is
an important subject to mention in Friday sermons to urge and guide
people on how to deal with such a dangerous phenomenon from the
security and social aspects.

Also, guiding parents to play a greater role in the care of their chil-
dren, especially teenagers, and not give up their role to maids, are key
issues. Bribery, for example, which has spread in the community under
the name of commission, is an important subject too, for people to learn
how to act towards these wrong behaviors. Aren’t these topics threaten-
ing the community and must be addressed? 

Statements by the Egyptian Fatwa House in Jan 2014 reported there
were about 866 atheists in Egypt, while others estimated the number in
the thousands. If this estimated figure is accurate, it is nothing compared
to the total population of Egypt - almost 100 million - with a majority of
Muslims and a large Christian minority. 

I ask the awqaf ministry to present sermons related to daily Muslim
life and show us how to deal with the bad and difficult situations that we
are exposed to. For instance, the community suffers from the greed of
some traders, but people may feel confused on how to deal with it ethi-
cally. Another example is the spread of envy among family members.
Examples are many, so please write speeches that touch the lives of
people and steer clear of stirring up controversy.
http://masajed.gov.kw/Content/DepartmentContent.aspx?ContentID=
6213
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Steer clear of controversy 

By Nawara Fattahova

When I moved apartments in winter, air condition-
ing was not a priority. Only later did I realize that
this was something of great importance. I could

only install split-unit air conditioners in my new flat, of
which I had no experience, as I had central air-conditioning
in my previous flat and window ACs when I was a child. 

But this new experience gave me a lot of information.
Buying a new split AC is the easiest choice, but it’s an
expensive one, especially since I needed many units of a
well-known brand. So I had to choose the option of buying
used. There are various places where these are sold, the
most popular being the used furniture market in Rai. At this
market, prices vary from one shop to another, and most
brands are available. Even the warranty varies between 15
to 30 days from one shop to another. 

The riskier but cheaper option is to buy used ACs from
the Friday Market. Here the customer won’t get a receipt,
as the sellers are individuals who are not licensed by the
ministry of commerce and industry, so they only record the
sale on a piece of paper by hand. Basically this paper has
no legal power at the customer protection department in
case of any conflict, so the customer can only complain at
the police station.

Also, the used split units are sold emptied of gas, which
means the customer can’t check the cooling function and
can only check if the fan works. Even such checks are diffi-
cult or impossible at the Friday Market, as there is only one
place to plug the socket and they charge for this test.
Furthermore, most if not all split units don’t have a plug at
the end of the cable. Also, the customer should be aware
that the hose of the unit should end with two metallic
objects that resemble screws, which if missing, the techni-
cian who will install the unit may ask for extra money to fix.

The best choice is to buy the AC from individuals who
still have it installed in their homes. This way, you can actu-
ally try the AC so you won’t need any warranty. Also, most
probably the owner will have the original receipt of the
store where he bought it new from, which includes five or
seven years of warranty by the company and shows the

real age of the unit. None of the units sold at the used fur-
niture market come with original receipts, so the customer
won’t know the model or manufacturing year of the unit. 

The stores selling new AC units provide installation,
which is included in the price. On the other hand, installa-
tion charges of used units are very high. Even if you find a
unit for KD 45, installation will cost KD 30 at least, and
most technicians ask for KD 35. This is mainly because of
the hosing connecting the split unit fixed inside the house
to the box containing the compressor fixed outside. They
charge KD 5 for each meter of hose. Also, they charge for
the gas that they fill the compressor with, and they claim
that prices have increased, so it’s expensive. And if you
need to fix the exterior compressor on a stand, this will
cost you an additional KD 10, which may be bargained
down to KD 15 for two stands if you’re installing more
than one unit. 

If you buy the AC from somebody’s house, usually the
hose will be included, as well as the stand. But for the gas,
the technician will claim it will vanish when removing the
unit, so it has to be filled again after installing at your
place. In any case, the installation will be cheaper and
should never exceed KD 20. 

When the split unit has a stronger cooling capacity, the
price is more expensive. This capacity is termed in tons, so
it starts from one ton, one-and-half, two and so on. For
those who are new to this market, they should know that
2400 BTU is not equal to two-and-half tons, but only two
tons, as one ton equals 1200 BTU. Some salesmen may try
to cheat the customer and tell them the unit has more tons
and charge more.

Some technicians may agree to meet you at the market
and transport the AC unit as part of their charges. If you’re
buying it from the Friday Market, then you should also
count paying for the porters who will transport the split
units to your car or to the pickup vehicle that you will pay
to transfer the units to your house. 

It took me a search of three weeks to finally buy and
install split-unit air conditioners in my flat, knowing I got
the best price and hoping they are a good choice. But the
experience made me wiser!

How To: Buying a split A/C before summer
Tips & info for Kuwait’s everyday consumers

Sadu weaving, a traditional art, was mostly done by Bedouin women. It is now a protected part of
Kuwait’s heritage, with the Sadu House speficially dedicated to preserving and reviving interest in the
art of sadu. — Photo by Ghazy Qaffaf/KUNA


