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Kimberly Wyatt has said “everybody’s on board”
with a Pussycat Dolls reunion. The 36-year-old
singer has revealed that the ‘Don’t Cha’ hitmakers

- which was also comprised of Nicole Scherzinger,
Jessica Sutta, Ashley Roberts and Melody Thornton - are
planning on getting together for a reunion for the first
time since they parted ways in 2010, although she insists
that she doesn’t yet know what the girl group will do
together. She said: “We’ve been talking but everybody
has their own lives and own agendas and things. Most of
everybody’s on board. There’s still a few steps to be tak-
en to make it happen. “We are all just in a place in our
lives where we’ve been off on our own adventures and
now we’d like to get on stage and have fun. “It could be a
tour, it could be a TV show, it could be new music, it
could be a lot of things. It could be big work shops.

Everything and anything that would help spread the mes-
sage and help make a difference. A real difference to
women and boys.” Kimberly also noted that this year is
the ideal time for the group to reform, as she praised
2018 as the “year of female empowerment”. She added: “I
know most of the girls are 100 per cent on board and
want to make it happen. But everybody’s got to be on
board. “This is the year of women. This is the year of
female empowerment and I feel that from the moment I
stepped on stage for the first time with the Dolls and Pink
was performing with us and Carmen Electra and I was
next to my best friend Ashley Roberts in my stilettos and
fish nets and when that curtain opened I felt the most
empowered. “It was the most I’d owned my space and
sexuality and my femaleness ever before. And they gave
me so much confidence to know that I can own that and I

don’t have to be afraid of someone taking that away. “As
long as I own my space and stand for what I stand for
and I have good morals and I try and do good in the
world. Pussycat Dolls really instilled a real confidence in
me.” The ‘Buttons’ singer thinks that it’s “now or never”
when it comes to getting the group back together, as
she’s determined to spread a positive message through
their music. She told The Sun newspaper: “Pussycat Dolls
hasn’t always been seen as female empowerment which is
a real shame which is why I say now or never. Because I
think that message needs to be spread but needs to be
spread in a way I fell in love with the group.”
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Laura Mvula’s
new LP has 
hip-hop influence
Laura Mvula has teased that her next album will have

a hip-hop influence. The ‘Green Garden’ singer
might have been dropped by her label via email last

year, but that doesn’t mean she isn’t making new music as
she has confirmed her much-awaited follow-up to 2016’s
‘The Dreaming Room’ is in progress. Speaking about
what’s been inspiring her, Laura exclusively told BANG
Showbiz at the UK premiere of Netflix documentary
series ‘The Defiant Ones’ at London’s Brixton Oval on
Thursday she said: “The whole culture and history of hip
hop has inspired who I am, my ancestors.  “Hip-hop is so
much more than just a genre, I feel like I’m an infant in
that world and I’m still learning because I wasn’t allowed
to listen to hip hop growing up, it wasn’t allowed in the
house. Despite her leanings towards hip-hop, Laura
recently revealed she wants to collaborate with The
Rolling Stones after meeting Ronnie Wood. In December,
the 31-year-old beauty - who released a reworked ver-
sion of The Jackson 5’s hit ‘Dancing Machine’ for Naughty
Boy’s project ‘Naughty Motown’ - shared a selfie with the
‘Satisfaction’ group’s multi-instrumentalist Wood on her
Instagram Story, and teased her followers with the cap-
tion: “Collab? (sic)” Laura believes it’s important artists
explore different genres and styles of music. She said: “I
think when you’re a maker of music you need to be open
to all styles of music and for me hip hop is a whole new
world for me and I’m learning.” ‘The Defiant Ones’ - which
debuts on Netflix in the UK on March 23 - explores the
partnership between Jimmy Iovine [who also produced
the series] and Dr. Dre - one the son of a Brooklyn long-
shoreman, the other straight out of Compton - and their
leading roles in a chain of transformative events in con-
temporary culture.

Aretha Franklin has been forced to cancel two
upcoming concerts on doctor’s orders. The iconic
Queen of Soul’s management team confirmed in a

statement on Friday that the 75-year-old legendary
singer would not be able to take to the stage at her
planned show at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center
in Newark, New Jersey on March 25, or at the New
Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival on March 28. The
statement read: “Aretha Franklin has been ordered by her
doctor to stay off the road and rest completely for at
least the next two months. She is extremely disappointed
she cannot perform at this year’s New Orleans Jazz &
Heritage Festival as she had expected and hoped to.”
Aretha’s show in New Jersey would have taken place on
her 76th birthday. According to Billboard, festival organ-
izers for the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival have
confirmed that Rod Stewart will now take the place of the
‘Respect’ hit maker at the bash. It isn’t the first time the
star has had to cancel a concert recently, as in August
last year she was forced to pull out her headline slot at
the second annual Martha’s Vineyard Concert Series at
the Tabernacle in Oak Bluffs due to an undisclosed med-
ical condition. A statement at the time read: “The staff of
MV Concert Series wishes Ms. Franklin a full recovery
and holds out hope that we may someday host the Queen
of Soul in concert.” The ‘Think’ singer announced last
year that she would be retiring once her final album, a
collaboration with Stevie Wonder, was released in
September. She said: “I must tell you, I am retiring this
year. I feel very, very enriched and satisfied with respect
to where my career came from and where it is now.”

Aretha Franklin cancels 
upcoming shows 

Blossoms will support The
Courteneers at their Teenage
Cancer Trust gig on March 23. The

Northern rockers - comprised of Tom
Ogden, Charlie Salt, Josh Dewhurst, Joe
Donovan and Myles Kellock - recently
returned with their new single ‘I Can’t
Stand It’ from their forthcoming second
studio album, ‘Cool Like You’, and are
“very excited” to get to join their pals at
the charity event at London’s Royal Albert
Hall next week. They tweeted: “Very
excited to announce that we’ll be special
guests for @thecourteeners at their sold
out @TeenageCancer @RoyalAlbertHall
show in London on Friday 23rd March!
(sic)” Kasabian are performing the follow-
ing night and it’s also just been announced
that indie rockers Spring King will open
for Tom Meighan and co. For ‘What Took
You So Long?’ stars The Courteneers -
fronted by Liam Fray - playing the world
famous venue is a special gig for the the
band as they are celebrating the 10th
anniversary of their seminal album ‘St.
Jude’ by performing the 2008 LP in full.
It follows their homecoming gig at
Manchester’s Old Trafford to 50,000 fans,
following the horrific terrorist attacks at

Ariana Grande’s Manchester Arena con-
cert in May. Liam said: “It’s a great honor
and privilege to perform for such a bril-
liant charity at such a legendary venue.
“This will be the first and last time we’ll
ever perform our debut album St. Jude in
full in London and we’re really pleased to
be doing it for a such a great cause.”
Kasabian recently completed a 12-date
UK arena tour, in support of chart-top-
ping record ‘For Crying Out Loud’, and
can’t wait to entertain the masses.
Frontman Tom said: “We love playing the
Royal Albert Hall for the Teenage Cancer
Trust. It is a show we have come back to
throughout our career for the special
atmosphere and the amazing cause. Our
fans love it and we do too, it will be a
highlight of 2018 for us.”  The concert
series was launched by the charity’s
Honorary Patron Roger Daltrey CBE, the
legendary frontman of The Who, who
said: “It’s great to be welcoming back
Kasabian, they have been fantastic sup-
porters of this charity since they first
headlined for us back in 2007.” For infor-
mation on other acts performing this
month head to teenagecancertrust.co.uk
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Cancer Trust gig Rachel Shenton’s
movie plan

Rachel Shenton wants to turn ‘The Silent Child’ into a feature
film. The former ‘Hollyoaks’ actress and her fiance Chris
Overton picked up the Best Live Action Short Film Oscar at

the Academy Awards earlier this month and now she wants to take
the project - which she co-starred in with six-year-old deaf
actress Maisie Sly - even further. She said: “Next I want to make
the film feature-length or turn it into a drama. “I’ve got an excited
feeling this is just the beginning for deafness in film.  “Ours wasn’t
sensationalized, it’s a reality for thousands of children living in a
world of silence, they face communication barriers and lack of
access to education. “So I hope this contributes to getting sign
language and deaf awareness into the curriculum in schools and on
to our screens more. If we’ve started something with ‘The Silent
Child’, I’ll be very proud.” And with greater campaigns for equality
in the movie industry, Rachel is hopeful that will also include better
representation of disability on screen. She told Grazia magazine:
“Being at the first post-Weinstein Oscars was amazing. You could
feel the change in the air - the way women and diversity were
being celebrated. “It felt more progressive and like there’s a spot-
light on diversity now. “It’s really important to remember that dis-
ability, including deafness, is diversity. “Disability is hugely under-
represented in film but this is the year that’s all changing.” After
winning their Oscar, the 30-year-old actress and her director
partner shunned glamorous parties for a quiet celebration with
their loved ones. Rachel said: “As incredible as the glamour was,
Chris and I weren’t interested in partying wih the A-list stars after-
wards. “It was being with our parents and the film crew that mat-
tered most to us. “We popped into the Vanity Fair afterparty,
grabbed a burger, had a quick chat with Allison Janney and left in
under five minutes. “We rushed off to celebrate with our families
and team back at our apartment. It was really important that we
got back and showed them the award.”— Bangshowbiz

Angelina Jolie Tomb
Raider cameo

‘wouldn’t work’ 
An Angelina Jolie cameo in the new ‘Tomb Raider’ movie wouldn’t

have worked, according to producer Graham King. The 42-year-
old actress starred as Lara Croft in two movies based on the pop-

ular video game franchise - ‘Lara Croft: Tomb Raider’ in 2001, and
2003’s ‘Lara Croft: Tomb Raider - The Cradle of Life’ - and after the
franchise was rebooted with a new movie simply entitled ‘Tomb Raider’
with Alicia Vikander in the lead role, executives were keen to get
Angelina back for a cameo role. However, Angelina never appeared in
the production - which hit cinemas earlier this week - and producer
Graham King has revealed the “tone” of the movie wasn’t right to have a
moment where she could “pass the baton” 29-year-old actress Alicia.
Speaking to CinemaBlend, Graham said: “It was never a story that had
that moment where you could, you know what I mean? Pass the baton
over. There wasn’t that kind of tone and that would’ve changed tones to
have that ... the studios of course, said ‘is there a way to get Angie?
Should we try and have her kind of baton over this kind of thing?’ And I
understand it for marketing and studios or whatever, but that never felt
organic to our film. Something like that can tip the balance.” Meanwhile,
Alicia - who is married to fellow actor Michael Fassbender - recently
revealed she felt “empowered” after starring as the intelligent and athlet-
ic English archeologist. She said: “I don’t know when in life I would have
been exposed to try so many new things, if it weren’t for this role. I
found it very empowering.  “I looked at female athletes and stunt women
in my industry and I thought, ‘I need to have that kind of physique for it
to be plausible.’”


