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LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah (L) vies with Watford’s Austrian defender Sebastian Prodl during the English Premier League football match between Liverpool and Watford at Anfield in
Liverpool, north west England yesterday. — AFP
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Salah’s four-goal blitz fires Liverpool
LONDON: Mohamed Salah’s stunning debut season
with Liverpool hit a new high as the Egypt winger’s
four-goal spree set a club record in a 5-0 demolition of
Watford, while Crystal Palace boosted their bid for
Premier League survival with a 2-0 victory at
Huddersfield yesterday. After a 2-1 defeat at arch rivals
Manchester United in their last game, Salah’s latest
masterclass helped Liverpool get back on track with a
fourth win in their last five league games. Salah has
scored 36 goals for Liverpool in all competitions since
joining from Roma last year-the most by any player in a
debut season with the Reds.

Spain striker Fernando Torres netted 33 times for
Liverpool in 2007-08.  Salah took just four minutes to
shred the Watford defence as his clever turn left Miguel
Britos sprawled on the turf and opened space to drill

past Orestis Karnezis.  The 25-year-old’s struggles with
Chelsea four years ago are a distant memory and Salah
etched his name in the Liverpool history books in the
43rd minute with a close-range finish from Andrew
Robertson’s cross.

Salah turned provider for Roberto Firmino’s goal in
the 49th minute with a pin-point cross that the Brazilian
guided into the net with an audacious mid-air back-
flick. Salah wasn’t finished yet as he twisted past a
group of bewildered defenders to complete his treble in
the 77th minute. He is the first Egyptian player to score
a Premier League hat-trick and capping a memorable
evening, Salah was on hand to slam in his fourth in the
85th minute after Karnezis spilled Danny Ings’ shot.

Liverpool move two points above Tottenham into
third place as they aim to qualify for next season’s

Champions League via a top four finish. After four suc-
cessive defeats, Palace climbed out of the relegation
zone with a victory that dragged Huddersfield back into
trouble. Palace took the lead in the 23rd minute at the
John Smith’s Stadium when James Tomkins struck from
close range after his first effort was blocked by Jonas
Lossl. Roy Hodgson’s team wrapped up the points in
the 68th minute when Luka Milivojevic stroked home a
penalty after Andros Townsend was fouled by Mathias
Jorgensen.

Palace’s first win in eight league games leaves them
two points above the bottom three. Huddersfield are
three points clear of Southampton, who drop into the
relegation zone. “It is vitally important. We have had a
difficult run of games and not got any points,” Hodgson
said. While Palace remain hopeful of retaining their

lucrative top-flight berth, bottom-of-the-table West
Bromwich Albion seem destined for relegation after an
agonising 2-1 defeat at Bournemouth.

‘HURTFUL BLOW’ 
Albion went in front in the 49th minute at Dean

Court when Salomon Rondon’s header was met by Jay
Rodriguez with a fierce finish for his first goal since
January. But Jordon Ibe levelled for Bournemouth in the
77th minute and Junior Stanislas gave the Cherries their
first win in five league games with an 89th-minute free-
kick. West Brom’s seventh successive defeat equals
their longest losing streak in the Premier League. They
have won just one of their 17 league matches under
Alan Pardew and lie nine points from safety with only
seven matches left. — AFP

Palace improve survival hopes

LONDON: Ireland secured their third Six
Nations grand slam in emphatic style yesterday
when, on a St Patrick’s Day to remember, they
overwhelmed defending champions England 24-
15 to join the men of 1948 and 2009 in the coun-
try’s rugby hall of fame.

The Irish made light of sleet and biting wind
and an England team desperate to avoid a third
successive defeat as they deservedly led 21-5 at
halftime with tries by Garry Ringrose, CJ Stander
and the prolific Jacob Stockdale.

England, unbeaten at home in the Six Nations
since 2012, managed tries by Elliot Daly in each
half and another in stoppage time by Jonny May
but always looked second-best. Ireland, who
have now won 12 games in a row, top the stand-

ings on 26 points ahead of Scotland on 13, Wales
11, France and England on 10 and Italy with one.

Following Scotland’s win in Rome earlier on
Saturday and with just the Wales versus France
game left in the championship, England will finish
outside the top three for the first time in 12 years
and could end as low as fifth - their worst per-
formance in 35 years.

“Words can’t describe how delighted we are,”
said Ireland captain Rory Best. “We knew it
would be a tough task to come here and win. It
was a ferocious test match. We had to make
every moment count and we knew the reward
would be worth the massive effort required.”

A year ago in Dublin Ireland ended English
grand slam hopes by handing Eddie Jones his
first defeat as England coach and on Saturday
they rubbed it in by giving him his first at
Twickenham. The Australian’s oft-stated aim has
been to build England into a team capable of
challenging New Zealand as the best in the world
but at the moment they have dropped so far off
the pace that they are not even close to being the
best in Europe.

That honour goes to Ireland, deserved cham-
pions - though the grand slam looked a long way
away when they began the 41-phase move that
ended with a Jonny Sexton drop goal to snatch

victory in their first match away to France. They
had no need for such heroics on Saturday, how-
ever, as they were rarely troubled at a ground
where they had lost on three of their last four vis-
its. It was all Ireland in the opening 20 minutes as
they built a 14-0 lead that England could hardly
complain about.

First the TMO ruled that Ringrose had fairly
reached the ball after Anthony Watson spilled a
Sexton up and under before Stander skidded into
the base of a post after Bundee Aki had blasted
through the English midfield.

England finally roused themselves with a
series of driving mauls that created space for
Owen Farrell to find with a deft kick for Daly to
reach on the left wing. But just as the crowd were
getting ready for halftime with the game delicate-
ly poised at 14-5, the visitors struck in stoppage
time with a knockout blow. The TMO again ruled
in their favour as Stockdale knocked on legally -
with his knee before diving on the ball for his 11th
try in his nine internationals to send Ireland in 21-
5 ahead. England, seeking to avoid a third succes-
sive defeat in the competition for the first time
since 2006, came out full of fire in the second half
but came up against the disciplined, organised
and hugely motivated defence that has been a key
aspect in Ireland’s march to the title.— Reuters

Ireland seal
grand slam in
style at 
Twickenham

LONDON: England’s number 8 Sam Simmonds (C) is tackled during the Six Nations inter-
national rugby union match between England and Ireland at the Twickenham, west
London, yesterday. — AFP


