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COLOMBO: India’s wicketkeeper-batsman Dinesh
Karthik Saturday said Bangladesh are always a tricky
opposition and that his team would bring high intensi-
ty to the Twenty20 tri-series final between the two
sides today.

Skipper Rohit Sharma’s team was the first to book
its place in the final after winning three of its four
games at Colombo’s R. Premadasa Stadium.  India
hold a psychological edge going into the tournament
decider, with a 7-0 record in T20s against lowly-
ranked Bangladesh.  But Karthik insisted India would
not take Bangladesh lightly after the Shakib Al Hasan-
led team stunned Sri Lanka, beating the hosts by two
wickets on Friday to reach the final.

“In sub-continent conditions, (Bangladesh) are a
very good team,” Karthik told reporters. “When we
play Bangladesh, if we win, it’s like ‘Ok, you’ve won
against Bangladesh’, but if we lose, it’s like: ‘Dude,
you’ve lost to Bangladesh. What are you doing?’”

India went into the tournament without top guns
Virat Kohli and Mahendra Singh Dhoni, and lost their
opening match to Sri Lanka, but soon bounced back
to win three straight games. Karthik, a powerful mid-
dle-order batsman who is mostly a second-choice
wicketkeeper behind Dhoni, said the team has not lost
focus in the absence of big names. “The first thing
(Sharma)... said was that although we have a few of
our other players missing, we’re looking to play
exactly the sort of cricket that we’ve played in the
past one year. We’re looking to win every match,”
Karthik said.

India are third in the world T20 rankings, with
Pakistan at the top, while Bangladesh are 10th below
minnows Afghanistan. — AFP
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LOS ANGELES: Defending champion Golden State saw
Kevin Durant sidelined for two weeks, Israeli forward Omri
Casspi hurt and their bid to overtake Houston for the
NBA’s best record falter Friday with a 98-93 loss to
Sacramento.

Buddy Hield came off the Sacramento bench to score 22
points to lead the Kings against a struggling Warriors
squad without Durant and star guards Stephen Curry and
Klay Thompson. Before the game, Durant was put onto the
injured list with a rib cartilage fracture and set for re-eval-
uation in two weeks. The
reigning NBA Most Valuable
Player ranks sixth among all
NBA scorers this season with
26.6 points a game. Durant
also averages 6.8 rebounds,
5.4 assists and 1.9 blocked
shots a game. Golden State
was also without Curry, out
with a sore right ankle, and
Thompson, sidelined by a bro-
ken right thumb. Both will be
evaluated next week.

Joining the injury list was reserve Casspi, who sprained
his right ankle landing on a rival’s foot in the second quar-
ter after playing only six minutes. Golden State’s Quinn
Cook scored a career-best 25 points in 40 minutes on the
court and Draymond Green added 14 points, 10 rebounds
and seven assists. But the Kings (23-47) closed the game
on an 11-3 run to capture their first back-to-back wins
since late January. That dropped Golden State to 52-17
and 2 1/2 games behind Western Conference leader
Houston for the best record in the NBA.

With injuries nagging them and the Rockets showing no
sign of misfiring, the Warriors might not be able to over-
take Houston for the overall playoff home-court edge. “It’s
a harrowing experience-I’m just trying to process it all,”
joked Warriors coach Steve Kerr. “Second in the confer-

ence would just be devastating.”
Then he turned serious, trying to put the injuries and

best-record chase into perspective. “We’re not really pay-
ing too much attention to the standings. We are just play-
ing,” Kerr said. “We’re in a good position big picture no
matter what happens because our injuries are all relatively
minor. We’re very hopeful and confident that we’ll have
everybody back when it counts.” That means when the
playoffs start April 14.

RAPTORS OUTLAST
DALLAS 

The Warriors’ loss left the
level for second overall in the
NBA with the Eastern
Conference-leading Toronto
Raptors, who matched the all-
time best team win streak by
winning their 11th game in a
row, downing Dallas 122-115 in
overtime. The Raptors, who
own the NBA’s best home
record at 29-5, had 29 points

from DeMar DeRozan, including a short jump shot with
53.1 seconds left in overtime that put the Raptors up 117-
115. Jonas Valanciunas then made five of six free throws in
the waning seconds to seal the victory, finishing with 21
points and 12 rebounds for Raptors. “I’m not completely
happy, because I see the big picture, but I like the fight,”
Toronto coach Dwane Casey said. “I like the way the guys
competed.”

The Boston Celtics, second to Toronto in the East,
downed host Orlando 92-83. The Magic connected on just
39.1 percent of their shots from the floor and were out-
rebounded 55-40. Boston pulled down 16 offensive
rebounds and out-scored the Magic in second-chance
points 20-8. Guard Terry Rozier, starting in place of
injured Kyrie Irving, and reserve Greg Monroe scored 17

points apiece for the Celtics. The Philadelphia 76ers rallied
for a 120-116 home victory over Brooklyn, closing with a
decisive 7-1 run. Robert Covington’s 3-pointer with 35.9
seconds remaining put the Sixers ahead 116-115 and they
wouldn’t trail again. Philadelphia All-Star center Joel
Embiid celebrated his 24th birthday with a game-high 24
points and a career-high 19 rebounds. Sixers’ rising Aussie

star Ben Simmons finished two rebounds shy of a third
straight triple-double with 21 points, 12 assists and eight
rebounds along with three steals. Russell Westbrook post-
ed his fourth successive triple-double to lead host
Oklahoma City over the Los Angeles Clippers 121-113,
while Goran Dragic scored 30 points to power Miami over
the host Los Angeles Lakers 92-91. — AFP

OAKLAND: Quinn Cook #4 of the Golden State Warriors handles the ball during the game against the
Sacramento Kings on Friday ORACLE Arena in Oakland, California. — AFP
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Rabada appeal 
hearing set 
for March 19
JOHANNESBURG: South Africa fast bowler Kagiso
Rabada will have his appeal against a two-match sus-
pension tomorrow as he seeks to play in the rest of the
Test series against Australia. Rabada was found guilty
of “inappropriate and deliberate physical contact with a
player” after leaning his shoulder into Steve Smith
when he dismissed the Australia captain in the first
innings of South Africa’s six wicket win in the second
test in Port Elizabeth.

Rabada was given three demerit points by the
International Cricket Council match referee Jeff Crowe,
taking him past the tally of eight that triggers an auto-
matic two-game suspension. New Zealander Michael
Heron has been appointed as the judicial commissioner
for the hearing, which will be held via videoconference
on Monday, the ICC said in a statement.

Heron will then have 48 hours to arrive at a decision.
The third test starts Thursday in Cape Town. The four-
match series is tied at 1-1. Although there was contact
made with Smith, Rabada has maintained it was acci-
dental. He was the fifth player to be sanctioned by the
ICC in a tempestuous Test series so far. The others were
Australia’s David Warner, Nathan Lyon and Mitchell
Marsh, and South Africa’s Quinton de Kock. — Reuters

COLOMBO: Bangladesh captain Shakib Al Hasan and
reserve player Nurul Hasan have been fined 25 percent
of their match fees and handed one demerit point each
for code of conduct breaches during Friday’s ill-tem-
pered Twenty20 international against Sri Lanka.

Ugly scenes unfolded during the closing stages of
Bangladesh’s successful run chase when play was
briefly halted as the tourists remonstrated about two
shoulder-high balls at the start of an eventful final over
from Isuru Udana.

A furious Shakib was seen gesturing from the
boundary to batsmen Mahmudullah and Rubel Hossain
to come off the field after the second bouncer was not
called a no-ball.

Nurul, who had entered the playing area carrying a
team message, was seen pointing at Sri Lanka captain
Thisara Perera. Shakib was found guilty of “conduct
that is contrary to the spirit of the game”, while Nurul
displayed “conduct that brings the game into disre-

pute”, the International Cricket Council (ICC) said in a
statement yesterday.

Mahmudullah smashed a six off Udana’s fifth deliv-
ery to secure a thrill ing two-wicket victory for
Bangladesh and a place in today’s tri-series final
against India.

“Friday’s incidents were disappointing as you don’t
want to see such player behaviour during any level of
cricket,” match referee Chris Broad said. “I understand
that it was a tense and an edge-of-the-seat match with
a place in the final on the line, but the actions of the two
players were unacceptable and cannot be condoned as
they clearly went overboard. 

“Had the fourth umpire not stopped Shakib and the
fielders remonstrating, and then the on-field umpires
not intervened between Nurul and Thisara, things could
have become worse.”

The Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) later issued an
apology for the incident, accepting that their players
did not display the “expected level of professionalism”
in a tense situation. “The BCB regrets the unfortunate
happenings during Friday’s match... The Board accepts
that conduct of the Bangladesh team in certain
instances was unacceptable on a cricket field,” BCB
said in a statement on the ICC website (www.icc-crick-
et.com). “We understand that the events may have tran-
spired due to the importance of the match and the
pressure that comes with it but feel the expected level

of professionalism was not exhibited by the team while
dealing with a tense situation in the game.”

BCB said it had reminded the players of their
responsibility in upholding the spirit of cricket at all
times. “The BCB and Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) have a
lasting bond which has a deep-rooted history of sup-
port and cooperation and the players of both sides
continue to share an excellent relationship that gets
stronger by the day.” — Reuters
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LONDON: Former England batsman Kevin Pietersen
brought the curtain down on his playing career yester-
day in a series of messages on social media after decid-
ing not to travel with Quetta Gladiators to Lahore for
their Pakistan Super League (PSL) playoff.

Pietersen, 37, who briefly captained England in
2008-09, spent the latter part of his career playing for
a number of club teams across the world after contro-
versially being told in 2014 that he was no longer in the
national side’s plans.

A hard-hitting batsman who often made playing
unorthodox shots look easy, Pietersen was part of
England’s 2005 Ashes-winning side and helped them
win the 2010 World T20 title.

His international career ended in 2014 when the
England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) sacked him,
saying that then captain Alastair Cook had to be able to
trust and rely on the support of all his players.

Pietersen played 104 Tests for England after making
his debut against Australia at Lord’s in 2005. He scored
8,181 runs at an average of 47.28 and struck 23 cen-
turies and 35 fifties.

The South Africa-born Pietersen also played 136
one-day internationals-scoring almost 4,500 runs with
nine centuries and 25 fifties-as well as 37 Twenty20
internationals.

It was in the shortest format that Pietersen delighted
fans in India, playing for Delhi Daredevils and Royal
Challengers Bangalore among others in the lucrative
Indian Premier League.

SORRY HEART
“Boots up! Feet up! Family, animals, golf...! H O M E,”

the swashbuckling batsman tweeted yesterday, before
following it up with another message to his 3.65 million
followers. “Just been told that I scored 30,000+ runs
which included 152 fifty’s & 68 hundreds in my profes-

sional career. Time to move on.”
Gladiators are due to face Peshawar Zalmi in Lahore

on Tuesday with the final scheduled for Karachi next
Sunday. All previous games in the Twenty20 league
were in Dubai and Sharjah. In a video on the
Gladiators’ Twitter feed, Pietersen said: “... it is with a
very hardened heart, a very sorry heart, that I have to
leave Dubai, going back to London now.

“I wish I could travel but unfortunately family’s very
important, family decision, and I hope that you can
respect my decision and my family’s decision not to
travel. “ The Gladiators tweeted: “You will be missed
@KP24 Great career!! Thank you for everything. Wish

you could (have) stayed with us till PSL final but we
respect your decision.”  Pietersen scored seven runs in
his last match for the Gladiators against Islamabad
United on Thursday.

“Well done @KP24 on an fantastic career ... Not
everyone’s Cup of Tea but you will do for me ... Best
Batsman I had the pleasure to play with ... 1st England
batsman that put fear into the Aussies .. #WellDone,”
former skipper Michael Vaughan tweeted.

“Well done Kidda what a career,” former England
paceman Darren Gough wrote in tweet, while the
England and Wales Cricket Board simply tweeted:
‘Thank you @KP24!’ — Reuters
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