
INDIANA WELLS: Japan’s Naomi Osaka made short
work of a subdued world number one Simona Halep on
Friday, the unseeded 20-year-old racing to a 6-3 6-0
semi-final victory to set up a surprise BNP Paribas
Open final against Daria Kasatkina. 

The Russian, also 20, continued her sparkling run of
form earlier in the evening when she outlasted
American veteran Venus Williams in a three-set slugfest
lasting almost three hours.

Osaka’s defeat of the top-seeded Halep stood out as
the bigger of the two upsets, which played out under
the lights on a chilly night in
the California desert city of
Indian Wells. 

The Romanian had won
all three of her previous
meetings with the emerging
Japanese player and looked
poised to make a run to
reclaim the title she won in
2015, but instead put in a
puzzling performance full of
uncharacteristic errors and
little fight.

The match started as a
cagey affair until it reached 3-3 in the opening set
before Halep’s game unraveled as she coughed up a
litany of errors, paving the way for Osaka to reel off the
next nine games without much resistance.

“It wasn’t easy,” Osaka said in a courtside interview.
“I was really stressed out the entire time but I am really
happy I could end it fast.” 

Halep offered few excuses for her baffling display
but felt that the long wait to get on court had not
helped her cause. “I just didn’t feel the ball at all. I was
out of the game today. I played okay until 4-3 but then

I just went out. I don’t know why. I just lost my concen-
tration,” she said.

“She was better. She was more prepared and she
was ready to play and ready to win the match. I
was not.”

KASATKINA OUTLASTS VENUS
While Osaka barely broke a sweat in her 64 minute

victory, it was a different story for Kasatkina, who
emerged the victor after a marathon 4-6 6-4 7-5 battle
against Williams. Kasatkina took advantage of a sub-

par serving night from the
more powerful Williams as
the match progressed, forcing
long rallies that ultimately
wore her 37-year-old oppo-
nent down over the course of
the contest. 

The Russian, who fought
back after being two points
away from losing in the con-
test in the third set, dropped
her racquet and put her
hands on her head in shock
after Williams sent a back-

hand into the net on match point.
“I’m a bit tired,” Kasatkina said after the two hour

and 50 minute encounter. “One more to go.”  The win
extends the Cinderella run for the tournament’s 20th
seed, who defeated grand slam champions Sloane
Stephens, Caroline Wozniacki and Angelique Kerber
without dropping a set before going the distance to
take down Williams.

Williams played an excellent all-around game, mix-
ing bruising groundstrokes with frequent approaches
to the net and moving well around the court. However,

she was unable to rely on her big serve at key moments
and ended up getting broken seven times.

Kasatkina will have to recover before facing Osaka
for the first time in their fledgling careers today. Neither

Kasatkina nor Osaka have much experience in big
matches with the Japanese player’s only career final
coming in Tokyo in 2016 and her opponent’s lone sin-
gles title coming in Charleston last year.  — Reuters
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Raonic books 
semi-final 
showdown
with Del Potro
INDIAN WELLS: Milos Raonic, com-
ing off an injury-riddled 2017, booked
a semi-final clash with comeback king
Juan Martin Del Potro at the ATP
Tour’s Indian Wells Masters on Friday.
The 27-year-old Raonic defeated
American Sam Querrey 7-5, 2-6, 6-3
to pick up just his fourth match win of
the season and is seeking to capture
his ninth career ATP Tour title.

He’ll be up against the eighth-
ranked player in the world in
Argentina’s Del Potro, who beat
German Philipp Kohlschreiber 3-6, 6-
3, 6-4 in the day’s other quarter-final.
“I am very happy I was able to put it
together today,” Raonic said. “I’m in
the semis. I am happy with that. I know
I can play better.” Raonic lost in the
final of this event in 2016 and has now
made it to the semi-finals in his last
three appearances.

Raonic didn’t play in Indian Wells
last year because of a string of injuries
and surgeries that decimated his sea-
son.  “It’s been a catastrophe,” he said
of the time off due to injuries.  The list
of things that have put him in the infir-
mary in the past year is lengthy and
might have sent another person into
permanent retirement.  “Let’s go down
the list. Right adductor, left glut at the
beginning of the year. Then I tore my
hamstring at the beginning of February.
“After Wimbledon I had to have wrist
surgery. Through the summer I tried to
play a few events, tried to treat the
issue. That wasn’t possible.  “I had sur-
gery just before the US Open. And
then in November I hurt my knee.”

Del Potro can certainly sympathize

with Raonic. For Del Potro, reaching
the semis is another feather in the cap
of his comeback from injuries as he is
back in the top 10 for the first time
since 2014. “He has everything to be in
the top again,” Del Potro said of
Raonic. “His game is so good. His
serves are very strong. He’s very good
player. So he just needs a couple of
weeks to improve his ranking and be
where he deserves to be.” Former US
Open champ Del Potro stepped up his
bid for a second straight tournament
victory with his over two hour quarter-
final win.  Del Potro, who won a title
earlier this month in Acapulco, Mexico,
fended off a stern challenge from
Kohlschreiber.

“It wasn’t an easy match as every-
one could see,” the 2009 US Open
champion said. “I was waiting for my
chance to find my game and I did after
the first set.” The 29-year-old Del
Potro improved to 15-3 on the season
as he is looking to get back into the
Indian Wells final for the first time since
2013, when he lost to Rafael Nadal.

‘THANK GOD I’M HEALTHY’  
Del Potro dropped to No. 1,045 in

the world before beginning his come-
back from three left wrist surgeries in
2016. “But thank God I’m here and
healthy,” he said. “I’m playing tennis
again.  I’m in the top 10 again. I have
too much love from the crowd, for my
fans, and I’m doing this because I
love it.” Del Potro hit five aces, had no
double faults and won 75 percent of
his first-serve points against world
No. 37 Kohlschreiber.  Del Potro said
his back is giving him some trouble
but he can still play with it.

“All my body feels tight,” he said.
“But this is the last effort of the week-
end, and I’m in the semi-finals, and
I’m trying to keep winning. “It’s going
to be a really tough, tough match
tomorrow. But after that my body will
have a few days to recover and I will
need it.” — AFP

I was really 
stressed out 

the entire time

Osaka stuns Halep as rising 
stars reach Indian Wells final

INDIAN WELLS: Naomi Osaka of Japan returns a shot to Simona Halep of Romania during semifinals of the BNP
Paribas Open at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden on Friday in Indian Wells, California. — AFP

Kasatkina outlasts Venus in marathon match

Kuwait Ninth Tennis
Open tournament 
finals today
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Ninth Tennis Open Tournament contin-
ued at the Kuwait Tennis Center in Yarmouk Sports Club. The
tournament which is being held under the patronage of
President of Arab and Kuwait Tennis Federations, Honorary
President of the Asian Tennis Federation will come to a con-
clusion tonight with the final match.

Meanwhile Farida Al-Ayyat won the girls under 18 category
as she defeated Ritaj Hussein 6-2, 6-3.

Bojan Alicic won the over 45 category by defeating
Vanlintin Gregorov 6-0, 6-0.

In the under 11 semifinals Hassan Jamal defeated
Abdelalrahman Al-Abdallah 6-3, 6-0, and Mohammad Al-
Awadhi defeated Yousuf Al-Linqawi 9-1, so Hassan Jamal and
Yousuf Al-Linqawi will play in the final.

In the under 13 semi finals Yaqoub Mohammad defeated
Abdelrazaq Abdal 6-3, 7-6 and Maxwel Indesit defeated
Hussein Al-Shatti 6-0, 6-3. In the under 17 Essa Qabazard
defeated Yousuf Al-Majdaly 6-1, 6-1 and Ahmad Khamis
defeated Talal Antar 6-0, 6-1.

In the Men’s individuals semi finals Abdelrahman Al-Awadhi
defeated Abdallah bu Hamad 6-4, 6-3 and Abdelhameed Al-
Shatti defeated Abdelredha Ibrahim 7-5, 6-3.

In the women’s semi finals Sarah Behbehani defeated
Tamara Alicic 6-0, 6-0, and Manar Al-Jazzaf defeated Aseel
Al-Kandary 6-4, 6-3.

In the Men’s doubles Abdelhameed Jumaa and
Abdelrahman Al-Awadhi, Abdallah Al-Qallaf and Ali Ibrahim,
Dawood Sayyed Hashim and Ahmad Khamees, Hassan Al-
Mousa and Abdallah Al-Mukaimi all reached the semi finals.
The finals will be played at 5 pm today at the main court of
Kuwait Tennis Center, in Mishref.

Shiffrin crushes field 
in season-ending
slalom
ARE: Mikaela Shiffrin, who has already clinched the
event title, crushed the field to win the final World Cup
slalom of the season in Are, Sweden. The American, who
led by just under half a second after the first leg, com-
pleted her two runs in a combined time of 1min 46.42sec
to finish 1.48sec ahead of Wendy Holdener of
Switzerland with Swede Frida Hansdotter third another
hundredth of a second back. 

The gap between Shiffrin and Holdener in second, was
larger than the gap between Holdener and the 12th place
finisher, another Swiss Denise Feierabend.  The drama in
the second run occurred lower down the standings as
Slovak Petra Vlhova, third after the first run, collapsed to
11th to drop from second in the event standings to fourth.

Holdener jumped up to second while Hansdotter
nipped past Vlohva to take third by two points. For
Shiffrin this was a seventh World Cup victory of the sea-
son, and 32nd in her career, in her favourite event. In total,
Shiffrin, who turned 23 last Tuesday, has won 43 World
Cup races.

She missed a medal in the slalom in the Olympics
where she finished fourth but she did leave Pyeongchang
with a gold in the giant slalom and silver in the combined.
Shiffrin clinched the World Cup slalom title for the fifth
time with victory last week in Ofterschwang in Germany.
She is also assured of her second overall title.  — AFP

Historic 13th 
World Cup win 
for Hirscher
ARE: Marcel Hirscher took the season
closing giant slalom yesterday to equal
the record of 13 wins in a single cam-
paign. The 29-year-old Austrian entered
a select club containing only two others
members as he matched the number of
wins achieved by skiing legends
Ingemar Stenmark of Sweden in 1978-
79 and Austrian Hermann Maier in
2000-2001.  The victory was Hirscher’s
sixth in a World Cup giant slalom this
season, he also won seven slaloms.

In 24 hours he could set a new out-

right record if he wins his favoured
slalom, which brings the curtain down on
the 2017/2018 season on Sunday.  Last
month’s Olympic gold medallist in the
giant slalom and combined was half a
second clear of his rivals after the first
leg despite a costly mistake, and he did
not buckle on the second run as he
chased his place in skiing history.

The Austrian was followed home in
his 58th career World Cup success by
Norway’s Henrik Kristoffersen, quickest
in the second leg, at .23sec with France’s
Victor Muffat-Jeandet at .26s.

Hirscher arrived at the Swedish ski
resort of Are for the World Cup finals
this week already assured of his fifth
giant slalom crystal globe. He has also
secured a record seventh overall World
Cup title in a memorable season in
which he secured his first Olympic title
at his third Games. — AFP

ARE: Slalom World Cup overall winner Mikaela Shiffrin of the US kisses the tro-
phy as she celebrates on the podium after the Women’s Slalom event of the
Alpine Skiing World Cup in Are, Sweden, yesterday. — AFP


