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Man Utd suffer shock exit 
Ben Yedder goals send Sevilla into q-finals for first time in 60 years

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Belgian striker Romelu Lukaku (C) has a shot by Sevilla’s French defender Clement Lenglet during a last 16 second leg UEFA Champions League football match between Manchester United and Sevilla at Old Trafford
in Manchester, northwest England yesterday. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester United crashed out of
the Champions League as Wissam Ben Yedder struck
twice in four second-half minutes to send Sevilla into
the quarter-finals for the first time in 60 years with a
stunning 2-1 win at Old Trafford yesterday.

The Spaniards progressed by the same score on
aggregate after a goalless first-leg draw. The visitors
were deserving winners as they controlled the game
throughout but had to wait for Ben Yedder’s introduc-
tion as a substitute to add a clinical finish.

Ben Yedder put Sevilla in front 16 minutes from time
when he blasted into the bottom corner before heading
in a second shortly after. Romelu Lukaku reduced
United’s arrears, but it was too little, too late with
United boss Jose Mourinho’s decision to once again
drop Paul Pogba certain to be scrutinised.

Mourinho sprang a surprise before kick-off by

recalling Marouane Fellaini at the expense of Pogba,
who had also been dropped for the first game. Jesse
Lingard also returned in place of Juan Mata in
Mourinho’s only other change from the side that beat
Liverpool 2-1 at the weekend.

And Lingard nearly had an instant impact as he teed
up Lukaku on the edge of the box, but the Belgian’s
effort drifted high and wide. Sevilla dominated the vast
majority of the first leg only to be denied by some stun-
ning saves from David de Gea.

However, it was wayward finishing rather than the
Spanish number one that prevented the visitors making
the most of their ascendency for most of the match.

Joaquin Correa headed just over from a corner
before Luis Muriel and Franco Vazquez fired off target
when well-positioned on the edge of the area. Indeed,
of Sevilla’s 10 efforts on goal in the first period only one

weak Muriel effort forced De Gea into making a save.

FELLAINI GAMBLE BACKFIRES 
Mourinho’s gamble on Fellaini appeared to have

largely backfired as he failed to impose his physical
presence on Sevilla’s ball players in midfield. Yet, the
Belgian nearly made the breakthrough with United’s
best move of the opening period when he latched onto
Alexis Sanchez’s layoff and his powerful effort was
turned behind by Sergio Rico.

The second period began in the same vein as the first
with Sevilla on the front foot, and only a brilliant last-
ditch tackle by Eric Bailly denied Correa a clear sight of
goal. Chances kept coming for Sevilla as Muriel then
turned a dangerous Pablo Sarabia cross inches wide.

Pogba, who cost United a then-world record £89
million ($116 million) in 2016, was eventually introduced

just after the hour mark with Fellaini sacrificed.
However, even the Frenchman couldn’t kickstart the
hosts and they were eventually made to pay.

Ben Yedder had only been on the pitch for two min-
utes after replacing Muriel, when he finally broke the
deadlock in the tie with brilliant finish low into De Gea’s
bottom left-hand corner.

Mourinho responded by throwing on Anthony
Martial and Juan Mata, but their attacking edge was
needed far earlier as Ben Yedder soon put the outcome
beyond any doubt when he forced home a corner at the
far post despite a despairing effort by De Gea. Sevilla
should even had added to their lead as Clement Lenglet
and Correa came close. Lukaku finally got United on the
board six minutes from time when he swept home a cor-
ner. But it was to little avail as United have now failed to
reach the quarter-finals for five straight years. — AFP

ROME: Shakhtar Donetsk’s Argentinian forward Facundo Ferreyra (C) fights for the ball with Roma’s Croatian defender Aleksandar Kolarov and
Roma’s Italian midfielder Daniele De Rossi (R) during the UEFA Champions League round of 16 second leg football match AS Roma vs Shakhtar
Donetsk yesterday. — AFP

ROME:  Roma beat Shakhtar Donetsk 1-
0 yesterday to reach the Champions
League quarter-finals for the first time
since 2008 as a magnificent finish by
Bosnia str iker Edin Dzeko sent them
through on away goals.  

Roma celebrated only their second win
in six meetings with the Ukrainian side and
got revenge for a 6-2 aggregate defeat by
Shakhtar at the same stage of the competi-
tion in 2011, although they endured a nervy
finish. Having trailed 2-1 from the first leg,
Roma looked bereft of ideas for much of the
contest at the Stadio Olimpico before
Dzeko broke the deadlock in the 52nd
minute following a tepid first half devoid of
goal-mouth action.

Shakhtar came close to extending their
overall advantage when Roma defender
Alessandro Florenzi headed a floated free
kick into the box inches wide of his own far
post. Roma’s solitary glimpse of goal in the
opening half came in the 28th minute when

visiting keeper Andriy Pyatov palmed away a
fizzing low cross by Aleksandar Kolarov to
deny Dzeko a simple tap-in from close range.

The home side came out with renewed
purpose in the second half and Dzeko
delighted Roma fans when he broke the
deadlock with a trademark clinical finish.
The Bosnian took a defence-splitting
pass from midfielder Kevin Strootman
into his stride and beat the offside trap
before he steered the ball into the far
corner with the outside of his foot past
the advancing Pyatov.

Dzeko curled a shot from the edge of the
penalty area inches wide in the 62nd minute
before Shakhtar centre back Ivan Ordets
was shown a straight red card in the 79th
for hauling down the Bosnian when he was
through on goal.  Despite being a man
down, Shakhtar launched a late onslaught
and had several dangerous raids down the
left flank but the home team’s defence held
on until the final whistle.  —  Reuters

Superb Dzeko goal sends 
Roma into quarter-finals 


