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NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 49 17 .742 -
Boston 46 21 .687 3.5
Philadelphia 36 29 .554 12.5
New York 24 43 .358 25.5
Brooklyn 21 46 .313 28.5

Central Division
Indiana 39 28 .582 -
Cleveland 38 28 .576 0.5
Milwaukee 36 31 .537 3
Detroit 30 36 .455 8.5
Chicago 23 43 .348 15.5

Southeast Division
Washington 38 29 .567 -
Miami 36 32 .529 2.5
Charlotte 29 38 .433 9
Atlanta 20 47 .299 18
Orlando 20 47 .299 18

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Portland 41 26 .612 -
Oklahoma City 40 29 .580 2
Minnesota 39 29 .574 2.5
Denver 37 30 .552 4
Utah 37 30 .552 4

Pacific Division
Golden State 51 16 .761 -
LA Clippers 36 29 .554 14
LA Lakers 30 36 .455 20.5
Sacramento 21 47 .309 30.5
Phoenix 19 49 .279 32.5

Southwest Division
Houston 53 14 .791 -
New Orleans 38 28 .576 14.5
San Antonio 37 30 .552 16
Dallas 21 46 .313 32
Memphis 18 49 .269 35

Houston 109, San Antonio 93; Milwaukee 121, Memphis 103;
Oklahoma City 106, Sacramento 101.
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PORT ELIZABERTH: Australia captain Steve Smith
has demanded his team’s batsmen lift their output
and score centuries against South Africa in the
wake of their humbling six-wicket loss in the sec-
ond test at Port Elizabeth.

Australia were restricted to 243 in the first
innings at St.  George’s Park and were bowled out
for 239 in the second to give the Proteas an easy
victory chase of 101 to level the series at 1-1. While
no Australian has managed a century, the home
side has had two - rookie opener Aiden Markram
scoring a gallant 143 in the loss in Durban and AB
de Villiers setting the platform for victory at Port
Elizabeth with an unbeaten 126.

“We haven’t got a hundred so far in this series,
so that’s not ideal,” Smith told Australian radio sta-
tion SEN. “Mitchell Marsh probably deserved a
hundred in the first test to be fair, but if we’re get-
ting batters scoring big hundreds it certainly helps
us out a hell of a lot.

“Unfortunately, we haven’t been able to do that
so far in this series, but we’ve got a good opportu-
nity to turn it around in the next.” After a rollicking
home summer against England, the prolific
Australia captain has also been down on his own
lofty standards.

His highest score was 56 at Durban and he was
dismissed cheaply twice in Port Elizabeth. Smith
has scored only one ton against South Africa - an
even 100 in his first match at Centurion in 2014 -
and only three fifties in 14 innings against the same
opponents since.

“I’ve played a lot more now since 2014 and the
more you play, the more people have plans to you
to try to keep you quiet and those kind of things,”
Smith said. “It’s just a part of batting, sometimes
you have to work really hard for your runs and take
a little bit longer, and some days you come out and
things happen really quickly for you.”

The four-test series resumes in Cape Town from
March 22 and Australia will be glad for the extend-
ed break as all-rounder Marsh races to recover
from a groin strain. The Western Australian, who
scored 96 in Durban, had a tough test at Port
Elizabeth, battling a stomach complaint and drop-
ping a catch in the slips.

He was also fined 20 percent of his match fee for
swearing at South Africa fast bowler Kagiso
Rabada, who was himself banned for the rest of the
series for repeated code of conduct breaches.

“In regards to Mitch Marsh, it’s a good break
now between now and the next test match and he’s
telling me he’ll be fine but we’ll wait and see how
things go,” said Smith, who also gave a clean bill of
health to Australia’s pace trio of Mitchell Starc,
Josh Hazlewood and Pat Cummins.

“I think all the quicks are going really well. I
haven’t heard today, but before today they were all
feeling fine, so hopefully with a good 10-day break
they can freshen up a little bit.” — Reuters
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LOS ANGELES: James Harden returned from a brief
injury hiatus and scored a game-high 28 points as
Houston beat shorthanded San Antonio 109-93 at
Toyota Center. Although he missed 9 of 11 3-pointers,
Harden compensated by shooting 14-for-14 at the free-
throw line. He sat out the Rockets’ 23-point victory in
Dallas on Sunday with a sore left knee. The Rockets
completed a grueling stretch of five games in seven
days with a 4-1 record, their lone loss coming at

Toronto last Friday. Houston moved two games ahead
of the Golden State Warriors in the pursuit of home-
court advantage throughout the Western Conference
playoffs.

OKLAHOMA CITY 106, SACRAMENTO 101
Paul George and Carmelo Anthony scored 21 points

apiece to help the Oklahoma City Thunder register a
106-101 victory over the Sacramento Kings on Monday
at Chesapeake Energy Arena in Oklahoma City. Russell
Westbrook added 17 points, 11 assists and 10 rebounds
for his 99th career triple-double. Oscar Robertson
(181), Magic Johnson (138) and Jason Kidd (107) are the
only members of the century club. Corey Brewer con-
tributed 16 points for the Thunder, who shot 45.2 per-
cent from the field and were 16-of-36 from 3-point
range. Bogdan Bogdanovic recorded 19 points and
eight rebounds for the Kings, who dropped to 1-17 all-
time in Oklahoma City.

TRAIL BLAZERS 115, HEAT 99
Damian Lillard and Jusuf Nurkic led the way as the

Portland Trailblazers beat the Miami Heat at Moda
Center for their 10th consecutive win. Lillard collected
32 points and 10 assists while Nurkic contributed 27
points and 16 rebounds as the Trail Blazers’ win streak
reached double digits. Portland has won 16 of its past
17 games at home. Goran Dragic scored 23 points and
Justise Winslow had 15 points and 13 boards for the
Heat, who had won in four of their previous five and six
of their previous eight outings.

BUCKS 121, GRIZZLIES 103
Khris Middleton’s 24 points led seven players in

double figures as Milwaukee handed Memphis its 18th
consecutive loss at FedEx Forum in Memphis. Giannis
Antetokounmpo added 20 points, six rebounds and
four assists despite playing just 27 minutes because of
foul trouble. Brandon Jennings came off the bench to
score 16 points, Eric Bledsoe chipped in 14 and Tony
Snell managed 12 points. John Henson netted 11 and
rookie Sterling Brown hit for 10 points. Marc Gasol tal-
lied 17 points to lead six Memphis players in double
digits. Jarell Martin, reserve Ben McLemore and Dillon
Brooks added 16 each. JaMychal Green scored 11
points and backup Deyonta Davis tallied 10. — Reuters
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OKLAHOMA CITY: Jerami Grant #9 of the Oklahoma City Thunder goes to the basket against the Sacramento
Kings on Monday at Chesapeake Energy Arena in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. — AFP

Houston Rockets roll on as San 
Antonio Spurs problems deepen

Paul and Carmelo score 21 points to help Thunder

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait, in
exclusive col laboration with

Mastercard, will present three lucky
winners the experience of a lifetime
with an all-expenses paid trip to the
UEFA Champions League final match in
Kiev, Ukraine in May 2018. Football
fans will get the most out of every KD
spent and enjoy the thrill of attending
Europe’s most popular sporting event. 

“We always strive to show our
appreciation by rewarding our Credit
Cardholders with the most exciting and
amazing opportunit ies,” explained
Hanadi Khazal , Assistant General
Manager - Consumer Banking Group,
National Bank of Kuwait . “We’ve
teamed up with Mastercard for this
incredible UEFA Champions League
package because it’s exactly the kind
of reward our customers enjoy.”

A key aspect of NBK’s long-term
strategy focuses on a customer-centric
approach, recognizing and appreciat-
ing customers’ loyalty with exciting
packages and offers exclusive to NBK. 

3 lucky winners, along with a friend,
will receive round trip tickets to Kiev,
tickets to the UEFA Champions League
final match, accommodation in a five
star hotel and ground transportation.

Winners will be chosen on May 3, 2018.   
The UEFA Champions League com-

petition is one of the most prestigious,
globally recognized football matches
and is immensely popular in Kuwait and
in the Middle East. 

NBK customers can enter the draw
by spending locally, internationally or
online with their NBK Mastercard
Credit Card. Customers get 1 draw
entry for every cumulative KD 1 spent
locally, 3 draw entries for every KD 1
spent internationally (including interna-
tional websites and international cash
advance transactions). A minimum
spend of KD 100 is required to be
entered into the draw.

Mastercard Classic, Mastercard
Gold, Titanium Mastercard, Laki
Titanium Mastercard, Platinum
Mastercard, Miles World Mastercard,
World Mastercard and World Elite
Mastercard are NBK’s Credit Cards
eligible for the draw.

NBK Mastercard Credit  Cards
offers customers some of the choicest
benefits and privileges including free
access to airport lounges around the
globe, free travel insurance, free valet

parking, local concierge service, amaz-
ing rewards, discounts and instant cash
back with NBK Rewards loyalty pro-
gram and many more exclusive lifestyle
offers, it also offers “Mastercard For
You” and “Buy one get one” mobile
applications.

To learn more about this exciting
offer and al l  the benefits of NBK
Mastercard credit  cards visit
NBK.com.

Win a trip to 
UEFA final
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Hanadi Khazal

WASHINGTON: Evgeny Kuznetsov scored with 49
seconds left in overtime, and Alex Ovechkin collected
the 600th goal of his NHL career earlier as the
Washington Capitals defeated the Winnipeg Jets 3-2
Monday night in Washington. Kuznetsov got a
breakaway and beat goalie Connor Hellebuyck (40
saves) with a high shot in an overt ime where
Washington had all seven shots. Ovechkin finished
with two goals after not scoring a point in the past
three games. However, he scored once in each of the
first two periods to become the 20th player ever to
reach the 600-goal milestone. In addition, Ovechkin
became the fourth NHL player to reach 600 goals in
less than 1,000 games - this was the 990th game of
his career. Wayne Gretzky, Mario Lemieux and Brett
Hull are the others.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 3, FLYERS 2
Erik Haula, William Karlsson and Ryan Carpenter

scored one goal each to lift Vegas past Philadelphia
at the Wells Fargo Center. Golden Knights goal-
tender Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 38 shots in earn-
ing his 400th career win, third among active players.
It was Vegas’ 45th victory this season, an ongoing
record for an expansion franchise in the National
Hockey League. Claude Giroux and Wayne
Simmonds scored for the Flyers and goaltender Petr
Mrazek made 26 saves in the loss. 

BLUE JACKETS 5, CANADIENS 2
Alexander Wennberg notched a goal and three

assists, and Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 38 shots as
Columbus claimed a win over Montreal in Columbus.
Defenseman Seth Jones, however, left the game after
the second period due to an upper-body injury. The
Blue Jackets have won five straight games and have
claimed six consecutive victories at Nationwide
Arena, this one after falling behind just 34 seconds
into the clash.

BLUES 4, DUCKS 2
Four players scored a goal each and Jake Allen

made 20 saves for just his fourth win in 21 games as
St. Louis dumped Anaheim in a matchup of Western
Conference playoff hopefuls in Anaheim. Patrik
Berglund gave the Blues valuable insurance with his
ninth goal at 11:28 of the third period, taking a pass
in the high slot from Kyle Brodziak and wiring a
wrister by John Gibson. It was the second straight
win for the Blues, who moved within a point of
Colorado for the conference’s last playoff spot, three
days before they host the Avalanche. Derek Grant
pulled the Ducks within a marker at 6:15 with his
ninth goal, deflecting a Chris Kelly shot, but Anaheim
couldn’t avoid its third straight loss. It stayed at 80
points, good for third in the Pacific Division, after
going 7-1-1 in its previous nine games.

KINGS 3, CANUCKS 0
Goaltender Jonathan Quick stopped 35 shots for

his fourth shutout of the season as hometown Los
Angeles blanked Vancouver. With the win, the Kings
moved above the National Hockey League playoff
bar.  Their 81 points put two points behind San Jose
for second place in the Pacific Division. L.A. also
moved a point ahead of both Colorado and Anaheim
in the Western Conference wild-card race.

Tyler Toffoli led the Kings with a goal and an
assist, while Anze Kopitar, Tanner Pearson also tal-

lied for the Kings as they posted their eighth win in
12 games.

SHARKS 5, RED WINGS 3
Timo Meier and Chris Tierney both collected one

goal and one assist and goalie Martin Jones stopped
23 shots as San Jose beat Detroit. Tierney iced it
with an empty netter with 94 seconds remaining in
regulation.  The Sharks finished a six-game homes-
tand at SAP Center with a 4-2 mark and sit second in
the Pacific Division. Jimmy Howard made 29 saves for
the Red Wings, who have lost seven straight, includ-
ing six in regulation. Tyler Bertuzzi collected three
assists in the loss.

SENATORS 5, PANTHERS 3
Matt Duchene and Magnus Paajarvi scored two

goals each as Ottawa snapped Florida’s franchise-
record eight-game home winning streak. Florida’s
Aleksander Barkov nearly gave the Panthers their
first lead of the game when he got a breakaway,
shorthanded attempt with 5:51 left in the third
period. But Barkov failed to fool Ottawa goalie
Craig Anderson, a Broward County resident and a
former Panther. After  Barkov came up empty,
Duchene  and  A lexandre  Burrows  scored  for
Ottawa to snap a 3-3 tie.

RANGERS 6, HURRICANES 3
Jimmy Vesey scored a hat trick, including the go-

ahead goal midway through the third period, and
Mats Zuccarello added two goals to lead New York
to a win over visiting Carolina. The Rangers snapped
a three-game losing streak with the win, while the
Hurricanes lost for the third time in four games.
Vesey scored the go-ahead goal with 7:45 left in the
game, beating Scott Darling short-side for his 14th
goal of the season. Vesey’s goal came less than four
minutes after a Victor Rask goal tied the score at
three 8:23 into the period. —Reuters
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