
CALIFORNIA: World number one Roger Federer
needed less  than an hour  to  d ispatch F i l ip
Krajinovic at the BNP Paribas Open in California on
Monday, mixing overpowering serves and pinpoint
groundstrokes to advance to the fourth round of the
tournament.

Playing for a third consecutive day due to weather
delays in Indian Wells, the 36-year-old Swiss showed
no sign of wear en route to a
6-2 6-1 thrashing of the
Serbian in the pair’s first
ever meeting. Federer, who
had looked slightly off his
game in his rain-disrupted
third round match against
Federico Delbonis, was his
dominant self on Monday,
winning 89 percent of his
first service points while
cracking six aces to just one
double fault.

Krajinovic had no answer for Federer’s serve or
relentless return game and ended up winning just 31 of
the match’s 93 points. With rivals Rafa Nadal, Stan
Wawrinka and Andy Murray electing not to enter the
tournament, and Novak Djokovic and Kei Nishikori
both out of the running, the path appears clear for the
Swiss to win a record sixth Indian Wells title. 

Despite the promising outlook, Federer insisted he

was taking it one match at a time. “You can’t really
look ahead to semi-finals, finals and speculate about
who you could play,” he told reporters. 

“I think that would be a mistake. I am on a good run
right now and I want to maintain that. I have to stay
sharp.” Next up for Federer is a meeting today with
France’s Jeremy Chardy, who upset his countryman
Adrian Mannarino earlier on Monday. 

In other matches, fifth-
seeded Dominic Thiem had
to retire with an ankle injury
while trailing Pablo Cuevas
6-3 4-6 2-4. Seventh seed
Kevin Anderson took down
Nicolas Kicker 7-6(1)

7-6(3) and South Korea’s
Chung Hyeon beat Tomas
Berdych 6-4 6-4. Borna
Coric of Croatia upset 13th
seed Roberto Bautista Agut
6-1 6-3 and Spain’s Pablo

Carreno Busta defeated Daniil Medvedev 6-1 7-5.
American Taylor Fritz enjoyed a comeback victory

over Fernando Verdasco 4-6 6-2 7-6(1). The 20-year-
old has now won 11 of 12 final-set tiebreaks. “I think it
speaks to my strengths on court, which is just being
clutch and playing my best tennis in the big moments,”
Fritz said, adding, “... it’s probably the stat that I’m
most proud about in my tennis career”. — Reuters
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Tissot T-Race
Marc Marquez,
a tribute to a
champion
DUBAI: The Tissot T-Race Marc
Marquez combines the sporty body of
the Tissot T-Race with design touches
which are a homage to the celebrated
new Tissot ambassador, Marc
Marquez. The youngest ever four-time
MotoGP World Champion, one-time
Moto2 and one-time 125cc World
Champion speeds to victory in his
orange team colours, reflected here in
pops of bright colour and in exuber-
ant orange stitching on the sporty
black rubber bracelet. A sleek watch
case in black and grey PVD adds an
efficient edge, hinting at the proficien-
cy of Marc Marquez himself. 

RACING ATTRIBUTES 
Inspired by motorbikes, the Tissot

T-Race Marc Marquez incorporates
the athletic body of the Tissot T-Race

Limited Edition 2018. A case encircled
by a fibre glass ring, pushers engraved
with start and go and tyre tread marks
all succinctly depict the speed and
adrenaline of the race track, while a
brake-disc bezel and bracelet that
resembles the racers’ suits conjure up
the atmosphere of race day. Marc
Marquez’s silk-printed logo is proudly
displayed on the glass caseback mak-
ing this limited edition, with only 4999
pieces available, very special indeed.
Presented in a stylish helmet presen-
tation box inspired by the design of
Marc Marquez’s racing helmet, it will
make a significant collector’s item for
race fans everywhere.

I am on a good 
run right now 
and I want to 
maintain that

Federer crushes Krajinovic, to 
meet Chardy next at Indiana Wells

NDIAN WELLS: Roger Federer of Switzerland attempts a running forehand in his match against Filip Krajinovic of
Serbia during the BNP Paribas Open at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden in Indian Wells, California. — AFP

Path clear for Swiss master to grab record sixth title

Venus knocks
out Serena,
Wozniacki 
marches on
INDIAN WELLS:  Serena Williams’ return to
the WTA Tour came to an abrupt end
Monday as she crashed out of Indian Wells
with a 6-3, 6-4 loss to her sister Venus. Venus
closed out the 29th career meeting between
the two on her second match point as Serena
sailed a forehand long to end the third- round
showdown.

It was the first meeting between the sisters
since they clashed in the final of the 2017
Australian Open, which Serena won before
taking a 15-month hiatus due to her pregnan-
cy.  Serena said she is still easing her way back
into match fitness.  “It wasn’t very easy, obvi-
ously,” she said. “It was good to play and try to
get in the rhythm and get into the swing again.

“I can’t really replicate the situation no mat-
ter how much I do in practice. I make those
shots 10 times out of 10 in practice.  “It’s just
the nerves, the anticipation you feel naturally.
It’s a little bit of everything that comes in a
match that just doesn’t normally happen.”

The 10th seeded Venus moves on to the
round of 16 where she will face Anastasija
Sevastova, who defeated 12th seeded Julia
Georges 6-3, 6-3. It is rare for the Williams
sisters to play this early in a tournament
and the earliest they have faced each other
since their first encounter at the Australian

Open in 1998. 
They arrived outside the stadium together

on a golf cart then walked through the tunnel
with Serena entering the court first, as many in
the crowd stood and cheered. Venus blasted
six aces but had eight double faults in the one
hour 26 minute main stadium match in front of
a crowd of about 13,000.

Serena is still shaking off the rust after the
long layoff as she hit four aces but had her
serve broken four times. “I just have a long
way to go,” Serena said. Despite the loss
Serena still leads their career series 17-12.

This was their first encounter with Venus as
an aunt and Serena as a new mother after giv-
ing birth to her baby daughter, Alexis Olympia,

on September 1.  Venus’s victory also comes 17
years after an ugly booing incident led to a 14-
year boycott of the tournament by the sisters. 

It brought closure to the once testy rela-
tionship between Indian Wells and the sisters
who hail from the Los Angeles suburb of
Compton. Serena returned to the tournament
in 2015 and Venus a year later. Asked about
the incident finally being put to rest, Venus
said, “It never crossed my mind.” Serena said
she is trying not to look too far into the season.
“I have a lot to improve on,” she said. 

Elsewhere, Australian Open champ Caroline
Wozniacki benefited from a challenge call in
the final game en route to defeating
Aliaksandra Sasnovich 6-4, 2-6, 6-3. — AFP

INDIAN WELLS: Venus Williams of the United States plays a backhand in her match against
Serena Williams of the United States during the BNP Paribas Open at the Indian Wells
Tennis Garden. — AFP

Qabazard defeat
Al-Mousa
in Kuwait
Tennis Open
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Activities of Kuwait Ninth Tennis
Open 2018, which started last week under
the patronage of President of Arab and
Kuwait Tennis Associations, Honorary
President of Asian Tennis Association Sheikh
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Sabah con-
tinued at the Tennis Center of KTA, in
Yarmouk Sports Club.

This tennis tournament organized and
supervised by KTA during the entire tennis
season, and attracts a large number of players
both citizens and expats in various age groups
of both genders including members of the
diplomatic core.

Results of Monday were as follows:

Under 11: 
• Hassan Jamal def. Abdelrahman Ali 9-4.
• Abdallah Dehrab def. Tariq Masoud 9-3.
• Abdelrahman Al-Abdal lah  Azuhan
Burhan 9-8.
• Khalid Al-Mutairi def. Ahmad Al-Sarraf 9-8.

Under 13:
• Abdelrazaq Abdal def. Devansh Tribani 9-7.
• Yaqoub  Mohammad de f .  Fa i sa l  A l -
Nassar 9-1.
• Hussein Al-Shatti def. Othman Al-Asari 9-1.

Under 17:
• Suleiman Al-Duwaisan def Ali Al-Qattan
6-2, 6-1.

• Ahmad Khamis did Satiansh Tribani 6-2, 6-0.
• Yousf Al-Majdaly deg. Mohasen Jamal
3-6, 6-3.

Girls Under 18:
Suleiman Al-Duwaisan def. Ali Al-Qattan 6-
2, 6-1.
Ahmad Khamis def. Satiansh Tribani 6-2, 6-0
Yusuf Al-Majdaly def. Mohsen Jamal 3-6, 6-
3, 10-4.

Girls Under 18:
Munira Al-Duaij def. Silina Fadi 9-8.
Forida Al-Ayyat def. Kafni Ranbara 6-0. 6-1.

In the Women’s Individuals:
• Sarah Behbehani def. Ayesha Al-Dayoli 9-0.
• Asee l  A l -Kandary  de f .  Kha l id  A l -
Awadhi 9-4.

In the Men’s Individuals:
• Essa Qabazard def. Hassan Al-Mousa 7-5, 6-3. 

• Dawood Sayyed Hashim def. Rashid Al-
Jaafar 6-0, 6-0.
• Abdelhamed Al-Shatti def. Daniel Nammour
6-2, 6-0.

In the Men’s Doubles:
• Dawood Sayyed Hashim and Ahmad
Khamis def. Saleh Yousuf and Abdallah
Yacoub 6-0, 6-0.
• Mohammad Abdal and Abdelhameed Al-
Shatti def. Salama Al-Anbar and Adel
Abdallah 6-1, 6-3.
• Ahmad Hussein and Omar Al-Othman def.
Mohammad Al-Mazidi and Hussein Al-
Mousawi 3-6, 6-3, 10-4.
• Ghazi Al-Kazimi and Mohammad Al-Quzuq
def. Mubarak Bakhsh and Ali Bakhsh 6-0, 6-0.
• Hassan Al-Mousa and Abdallah Al-Mukaimi
def. Talal Al-Furaihi and Ali Qilli 6-1, 6-0.

In the pioneers individuals over 45:
Bojan Elisic def Simon Atkinson 6-1, 6-0.

Forida Al-Ayyat Dawood Sayyed Hashim 

Motul partners
for 2018 IMSA
Sportscar 
championship
FLORIDA: Motul has successfully began
a long-term partnership with IMSA with
title sponsorship of Motul Petit Le Mans,
as “Official Motor Oil” and official lubri-
cant to IMSA and its sister champi-
onship. The year kicked off recently with
the 56th running of the Rolex 24 at
Daytona at the famous Daytona
International Speedway in Florida USA.

The historic and prestigious race
offers competitors the perfect launch-
pad into the season, with 24 hours of
racing ahead which will demonstrate the
reliability, efficiency and performance of
their teams. Motul’s products, which
have long been part of endurance racing,
will as well shine once more in front of a
knowledgeable and enthusiastic North

American audience. 
Motul oil has received appreciation

around the world for its high-perfor-
mance and brilliant quality. The brand
has evolved over the decades to
progress as one of the globally leading
lubricants specializing in the formulation,
production and distribution of high-tech
engine lubricants as well as gaining
experience as an official supplier to
many racing teams and manufacturers
contributing with them towards further
technological development.

As early as 1971, Motul was the first
lubricant manufacturer to pioneer the
formulation of a 100% synthetic lubri-
cant for automotive engines, the 300V
lubricant, making use of Esters technol-
ogy and issued from the aeronautical
industry. 

ALSAYER Engineering, a subsidiary
of ALSAYER Holding is the authorized
distributor for Motul in Kuwait.
Technologically leading products from
Motul lubricants will be available for
customers at ALSAYER Engineering’s
wide network of five centers for tires,
oils and paints as well as in authorized
dealers, co-ops, garages and Auto-
repair shops across the State of Kuwait.


