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Amir’s policy, parliament role made
Kuwait image good: Speaker Ghanem

Japan’s parliamentary friendship group expects stronger ties with Kuwait

Kuwait concerned
over Syrian 
children’s rights
violations
GENEVA: The State of Kuwait yesterday
voiced extreme concern over Syrian children’s
rights violations. Addressing the 37th session of
the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC), held
between November 26 and March 24, Kuwait’s
Permanent Representative to the UN and Other
International Organizations in Geneva
Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim regretted that
Syrian children know nothing about life but
death, and, unfortunately, are denied the rights
of childhood and future.  

Many of them have been killed or wounded in
air strikes and military attacks on their houses
and schools, and regrettably deprived of basic
rights, including medical care, he lamented.  He
called on the international community to exert
more efforts to protect Syrian children, given
that six million children inside and outside Syria
are in dire need of direct humanitarian aid, espe-
cially in the fields of education and medical care.

Syrian generations to come are hoped to
build their own nation, to restore national unity
and to launch sustainable development, he
reminded.  Since the outbreak of the Syrian cri-
sis, the State of Kuwait has shouldered its due
responsibility towards the Syrian people, and
sought from the very beginning to rally up inter-
national support for carrying out humanitarian
operations and extending aid to host countries,
Ghunaim said.

It has also hosted and co-chaired several
international conferences mainly aiming at sup-
porting the Syrian people, he said, hoping that
the 2nd Brussels conference in April on humani-
tarian needs in Syria and the region would be
successful.  He recalled to memory the call
launched by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah during the donors
conference in London on a fresh necessary
strategy to help Syrian displaced persons and
refugees.

This strategy is built on the adoption of pro-
grams and plans purposed to provide them with
chances for learning and determining their own
future, the Kuwaiti diplomat pointed out.
However, he regretted the international commu-
nity’s failure to respond to the humanitarian suf-
ferings and woes of the Syrian people through
an effective political solution to the Syrian crisis.

The State of Kuwait emphatically condemns
all serious violations of human rights in Syria,
mentioned in an independent probe committee’s
report discussed at the UNHRC, he said. He
quoted the report as indicating blatant viola-
tions of the international humanitarian law and
international human rights law, something which

requires international
action against surging
war crimes committed
against Syrians.

The State of Kuwait
further deplores
repeated attacks on
medical and infrastruc-
ture facilities in Syria,
not to mention indis-
criminate use of heavy
weapons and air raids,
Ghunaim added.
Furthermore, the
Kuwaiti diplomat
renewed Kuwait’s call for giving all humanitarian
workers of UN agencies and other aid organiza-
tions easy access to all Syrian territories,
including Eastern Ghouta.

Ghunaim reiterated Kuwait’s unwavering
commitment to Syria’s sovereignty, independ-
ence and territorial integrity, while urging
everyone to work with UN Secretary General’s
Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de Mistura’s
efforts to restore peace and security to this
war-hit Arab country. The State of Kuwait backs
the UN envoy’s efforts to reach an agreement
based on Geneva principles and UN Security
Council Resolution 2254, while stressing the
necessity of holding up the cessation of hostili-
ties and creating an effective and practical sur-
veillance mechanism meant to provide a con-
genial atmosphere for the aspired political solu-
tion, he concluded. 

Resolution 2401 
Fifteen days have passed since the adoption

of the UN Security Council Resolution 2401 but
the parties to the conflict in Syria’s Eastern

Ghouta failed to adhere to 30-day ceasefire,
Kuwait’s Representative to the UN said
Monday.

Regrettably, the conflict continues and the
aid workers are unable to rescue the nearly
400,000 civilians trapped in the besieged
enclave, Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi said in
a statement to a UNSC session on the
Resolution 2401. The resolution, co-sponsored
by Kuwait and Sweden and unanimously adopt-
ed on February 24, demands parties to Syria’s
seven-year-long conflict to cease hostilities
without delay for at least 30 consecutive days,
and enable weekly humanitarian aid deliveries
and medical evacuations of the critically sick
and wounded.  However, the UN aid workers
and partners were unable over the last two
weeks to safely reach the needy people in
Eastern Ghouta which has been besieged by the
Syrian regular forces since 2013, Ambassador
Al-Otaibi regretted. 

March 5 was the bloodiest day for Douma
city, in Eastern Ghouta since the adoption of the
UNSC resolution, he said, noting that more than
100 people were killed in airstrikes by the
Syrian regime on that day. The continued
airstrikes on Douma and other areas aroused
profound concern of the international communi-
ty and forced the UN aid convoys to stop deliv-
eries to starving people, he pointed out.

Ambassador Otaibi urged all parties to the
conflict, particularly the Syrian government, to
provide the necessary guarantees for the aid
workers to resume aid delivery and medical
evacuations immediately. He warned that with-
out a political settlement to the conflict the
humanitarian situation in Syria could further
worsen, thus leading to more deaths and
destruction. —KUNA

TOKYO: The visiting Speaker of Kuwait’s
National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem
said yesterday there are key elements that
helped in giving Kuwait its good interna-
tional and global reputation, namely His
Highness the Amir’s policy. “His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah’s Foreign policy, vital role of the
Kuwaiti Parliament and democracy helped
Kuwait earn its good reputation, respect
and appreciation from various parliaments
of the world,” he said in a press release
after meeting with top Japanese officials.
He praised warm welcome and respect
shown by President of the House of
Representatives, Chairman of House of
Counselors and their appreciation for His
Highness the Amir’s international role.

As for the talks, Ghanem said the
Kuwaiti delegation expressed readiness to
propose amendments to statute of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). Ghanem
clarified that the discussions focused on
ways of cooperation, issues of common
concern, regional and international crises
in North Korea, the Middle East, Yemen,
Iraq, Syria and other countries.

He noted that some agreements signed
between the two countries would be rati-
fied by their parl iaments. “We have
reached an agreement on a working paper
which will be implemented and applied
during  international forums, especially
the Inter-Parliamentary Union meetings,”
he said.

“As being Kuwaiti Parliamentary repre-

sentatives, we were able to get new partners
and allies from all geo-political organizations
that will support our suggestions, defend our
causes and boost respect to our mission,” he
noted.  In this respect, speaker Ghanem said
“any attempts to offend the Kuwaiti parliament
through senseless complaints will not affect
respect of veteran parliaments in all countries of
the world,” affirming “the Japanese parliament is
one of these institutions that respect the Kuwaiti
parliament and praise its role.”

Friendship group
Japan-Kuwait Parliamentary Friendship

League’s chief expressed hope to further pro-
mote friendly relations between Kuwait and
Japan in all domains, with emphasis on parlia-
mentary exchanges and cooperation.  Speaking
after their lunch meeting with Ghanem in Tokyo,
Chairman of the Japan-Kuwait Parliamentary
Friendship League Eisuke Mori said that the
Kuwaiti speaker’s visit greatly contributes to
reinforcing bilateral cooperative ties between
Kuwait and Japan.  “Our talks with the Kuwaiti
parliamentary delegation were very positive,”

said Mori, who has recently assumed a position
as the chairman of the league. Pointing out the
long-term stable supply of crude oil from
Kuwait, Mori called Kuwait “a very important
country for Japan.” The chairman also spoke
positively of the current friendly and coopera-
tive relationship between the two parliaments,
asserting significance of dialogue and exchange
among assembly members.

From a viewpoint of a lawmaker, Mori
praised Kuwait’s leading role in promoting
democracy in the Middle East through pioneer-
ing efforts. “Kuwait is the first country among
the region to have formulated a constitution. It
has also adopted very democratic political sys-
tems. We would like to express our sincere
respect for this,” the chairman said.  Mori also
renewed gratitude for the generous assistance
and sincere support to the Japanese people by
the Kuwaiti government and the people after the
devastating earthquake seven years ago.
“Kuwait offered the biggest support for the
affected areas. The assistance from Kuwait cov-
ers a lot of ground.” In the aftermath of the 2011
Great East Japan Earthquake, Kuwait donated

five million barrels of crude oil to Japan, equiva-
lent to some $500 million, to support its recon-
struction work. 

Meetings
During their meeting, Ghanem and Mori dis-

cussed issues of common concern and ways to
enhance cooperative relations between the two
countries in all fields especially in the parliamen-
tary sector. The meeting was attended by MPs
Nayef Al-Merdas, Osama Al-Shahin, Khaled Al-
Shatti, Khaled Al-Otaibi, Majed Al-Mutairi,
Mubarak Al-Harees, Mohammad Al-Dallal,
Abdulwahab Al-Babtain, and Japanese lawmakers. 

Ghanem and his accompanying delegation
also held two separate sessions with top officials
of the Japanese National Diet (parliament). The
meetings with Speaker of Japan’s House of
Representatives Tadamori Oshima and President
of the House of Councilors Chuichi Date dis-
cussed boosting parliamentary cooperation and
unifying the two countries’ stance on key issues
in international events. They also discussed the
role of parliaments in facing the recent regional
and international developments. —KUNA

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem is seen with Japan-Kuwait
Parliamentary Friendship League’s
Chairman Eisuke Mori.

Ambassador Jamal
Al-Ghunaim

TOKYO: Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and his accompanying delegation meet with top officials of the Japanese
National Diet (parliament). —KUNA

DOUMA: Syrian children sit on a luggage bag before a mural on a wall bearing the logo of the
Syrian Red Crescent at the organization’s branch in Douma in the rebel-held enclave of Eastern
Ghouta on the eastern outskirts of the capital Damascus yesterday prior to their evacuation with
other humanitarian cases to the government-controlled Wafidin crossing. — AFP


