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LOS ANGELES: The Houston Rockets clinched an
NBA playoff berth with a 105-82 rout of the Mavericks
in Dallas on Sunday as reigning champions Golden
State and the Cleveland Cavaliers both lost. Even with
Most Valuable Player candidate James Harden sitting
out with a sore left knee, the Rockets had little trouble
from the Mavs. Only a spate of eight second-quarter
turnovers by Houston helped Dallas erase a 15-point
deficit and briefly take a six-
point lead. 

The Rockets soon tidied
things up to take a one-point
lead at halftime that they
wouldn’t surrender after the
break. Point guard Chris Paul
scored 24 points and handed
out 12 assists and guard Eric
Gordon added 26 points for
the Rockets, who led by as
many as 26 in the fourth
quarter.

Houston, who saw their 17-game winning streak
ended by Eastern Conference leaders Toronto on
Friday, improved their league-best record to 52-14.
They’re 1 1/2 games ahead of the Warriors atop the
West and Gordon said the Rockets would keep the
accelerator down in a bid to claim the top seed.

“We want to finish number one-I think that’s the
main goal,” he said. The depleted Warriors fell 109-103
to the Minnesota Timberwolves, the defending champs’
second straight defeat.

With superstar Stephen Curry missing a second
straight game with a sprained right ankle, Kevin Durant
scored 39 points and pulled down 12 rebounds for
Golden State. But Durant connected on just 11 of 32 of
his shots from the field and sharp-shooter Klay
Thompson needed 22 shots to score 21 points.

Draymond Green contributed 10 points, eight
rebounds and seven assists for the Warriors, who were
also missing Andre Iguodala, David West, Patrick
McCaw and Jordan Bell as they lost back-to-back

games for only the second time this season.
“We’re just in a bit of a tough stretch,” Warriors

coach Steve Kerr said.  “I’m really pleased with the
effort. We’ll get some guys back here hopefully in the
next week or two, and I’m very confident with where
we’re heading.”

Karl-Anthony Towns was a force inside for the
Timberwolves, finishing with 31 points and 16 rebounds.

Although the Warriors were
far from full-strength,
Minnesota’s Andrew
Wiggins said it was an
important win.

“This is big for us,
because this is one of the
best teams in the league, if
not the best,” Minnesota’s
Andrew Wiggins said. 

LAKERS BEAT CAVS 
The struggles continued

for the Cleveland Cavaliers, who fell to the Warriors in
last year’s finals after beating them the year before.
LeBron James and the Cavs tied it twice but never led
in the second half in a 127-113 loss to the Lakers in Los
Angeles.

Lakers point guard Isaiah Thomas, acquired from
Cleveland in a trade-deadline deal, scored 20 points.
Los Angeles forward Julius Randle poured in a career-
high 36 points and pulled down 14 rebounds.

The Lakers’ performance offered James a glimpse of
the young talent he could align himself with should he
opt to move to Los Angeles as a free agent next season.
The Lakers, with money to spend under the salary cap,
have been touted as one possible destination for James,
although he’s said he’s only focused on getting
Cleveland back to the finals this season.

James scored 24 points with 10 rebounds and seven
assists, but the Cavs lost for the fourth time in six
games. They’re fourth in the Eastern Conference, half a
game behind third-placed Indiana who edged second-

placed Boston 99-97.
Eastern Conference leaders Toronto cruised past the

New York Knicks 132-106. The Celtics, playing without
ailing Al Horford and concussed Jaylen Brown, squan-
dered a 50-40 halftime lead in their narrow loss to the
Pacers and saw Kyrie Irving depart in the second half
with a sore left knee.

In New Orleans, Ricky Rubio scored 30 points with
10 rebounds and seven assists as his Utah Jazz with-
stood a triple-double from Anthony Davis in a 116-99
victory over the Pelicans. Davis had 25 points, 11
rebounds and a stellar 10 blocked shots in his return
from a one-game injury absence, but he had no win to
celebrate on his 25th birthday. — AFP
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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Manchester United v Sevilla 22:45

beIN SPORTS HD 1

Roma v Shakhtar Donetsk 22:45

beIN SPORTS HD 2

ASIAN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Melbourne Victory v Kawasaki Frontale 11:30

beIN SPORTS

Kashima Antlers v Sydney 13:00

beIN SPORTS

Ulsan Hyundai v Shanghai SIPG 13:00

beIN SPORTS 

Shanghai Shenhua v Suwon Bluewings 15:00

beIN SPORTS 

Tractor Sazi Tabriz v AlJazira 15:30

beIN SPORTS HD 1

AlSadd v Nasaf Qarshi 18:15

beIN SPORTS HD 4

AlWasl v Persepolis 18:15

beIN SPORTS HD 2

Alahli v AlGarrafa 20:15

beIN SPORTS HD 3

AFC CUP
Ahal FC v Alay Osh 13:00

Thanh Hoa v Bali United 14:00

Global FC Manila v Yangon United 14:30

beIN SPORTS 

Ansar v Al - Wahda 16:10

beIN SPORTS HD 7

Al Jazeera v Al Suwaiq 18:00

beIN SPORTS HD 6

Dhofar v Al Faisaly 18:30

beIN SPORTS HD 7

Houston 17-game winning streak ended by Eastern Conference leaders Toronto 

NEW YORK: Emmanuel Mudiay #1 of the New York Knicks handles the ball against DeMar DeRozan #10 of
the Toronto Raptors on Sunday at Madison Square Garden in New York, NY. — AFP

PARIS: Kostas Mitroglou made an instant impact off
the bench with the decisive goal in a 2-1 victory at
Toulouse on Sunday, while Lyon defeated Caen 1-0 to
halt a run of six matches without a win in Ligue 1.

Lucas Ocampos, the two-goal hero in Marseille’s 3-1
Europa League last 16, first leg win over Athletic Bilbao
on Thursday, was again on target in Toulouse as he
forced home a 10th-minute opener. But Toulouse, who
are just a point above the relegation play-off place,
equalised through Firmin Mubele’s first goal for the
club following his arrival on loan from Rennes in
January.  Former Arsenal forward Yaya Sanogo rattled

the crossbar for Toulouse on 33 minutes, with Marseille
goalkeeper Steve Mandanda and his teenage counter-
part Alban Lafont producing a series of top saves at
both ends.

But the introduction of Dimitri Payet, and then
Mitroglou, swung the match in Marseille’s favour as the
pair linked up brilliantly within seconds of the Greek
striker’s entrance. A clever dummy from Payet allowed
the ball to run through to Mitroglou before a slick
exchange between the two finished with the latter
slamming in a volley via the underside of the crossbar.

Mitroglou nearly grabbed a second in stoppage time
when his header bounced back off the post, his follow-
up effort coming right after Lafont had tipped a thun-
derous drive from Bouna Sarr onto the bar. 

Former Chelsea forward Bertrand Traore swept
home Lyon’s winner on 63 minutes against Caen, as
Bruno Genesio’s team avenged last week’s French Cup
quarter-final exit at the hands of the same opposition.

Lyon were without a league win since their 2-1
defeat of Paris Saint-Germain on January 21, and hit the

post through Ferland Mendy early in the second half
before the woodwork then denied Caen’s Enzo Crivelli.

Traore notched his seventh goal of the season when
a Mendy cross ricocheted off two Caen players and
into his path, allowing the Burkina Faso international to
convert from near the penalty spot. The result keeps
Lyon within five points of third-placed Marseille in the
race for a Champions League spot.

FEKIR CONCERN 
However, Lyon must do without captain and leading

scorer Nabil Fekir for another three weeks as the
France forward continues his recovery from a knee
injury. “Fekir still felt discomfort in his right knee when
he returned to training (on Saturday),” Lyon said in a
statement, with the 24-year-old sidelined since the 1-1
derby draw with Saint-Etienne on February 25.

He is expected to undergo keyhole surgery on
Tuesday, on the same knee that forced Fekir to miss the
majority of the 2015-16 season, but Lyon hope he will
return at the end of this month.

“It’s a big blow for us and for him. He’s suffered a lot
from injuries in the past,” said Genesio. “There’s anoth-
er way to see things though, namely that he is going to
come back in great shape after the international break.”

Nice strengthened their case for another European
adventure next season by romping to a 5-2 win at
Guingamp as Alassane Plea scored four goals in the
absence of the injured Mario Balotelli.

Former Lyon midfielder Clement Grenier tucked
away a ninth-minute penalty for Guingamp-his first
goal since April 2016 — but Plea levelled and struck
twice more before the hour mark. An own goal on 83
minutes from on-loan Barcelona centre-back Marlon
gave Guingamp a lifeline, but Bassem Srarfi promptly
made it 4-2 before Plea netted his fourth of the game in
stoppage time.

PSG restored their 14-point lead over Monaco at the
top of the table on Saturday with a 5-0 win over bot-
tom side Metz to ease some of the pain of their
Champions League disappointment against Real
Madrid. — AFP

KUWAIT: Al Othman: “NBK offers
customers unique and world class
products, services and rewards as a
way to build lasting and loyal relation-
ship” If you’re a football fan and want a
chance to win an all-expense paid trip
to experience the FIFA World Cup final
match in Moscow on July 15, 2018;
don’t miss your chance with National
Bank of Kuwait.

Every time you use your NBK Visa
card, you earn a chance to enter the
draw and a chance to win. Grand prize
package for two includes: Business
class flights, tickets to the FIFA World
Cup Russia Final match,5-star hotel
accommodation, and KD 1,000 for
expenses. 

“NBK offers their customers unique
and world class products, services and
rewards as a way to build lasting and
loyal relationships,” said Acting General Manager of Consumer Banking
Group, National Bank of Kuwait Mr. Mohammed Al Othman. “Football is
the most popular sport in Kuwait and around the world which is why we’ve
teamed up with Visa to offer this incredible FIFA package. 3 lucky winners
along with a friend, will get the opportunity to watch the World Cup final
match in Moscow. It’s the trip of a lifetime!”

Customers can still enter to win this extraordinary dream trip. They
need to simply use their NBK Visa card to pay for purchases locally, inter-
nationally or online.  Every KD 1 spent locally or on local websites using
the NBK Visa credit card equals 1 entry in the draw. Every KD 1 spent
abroad or on international websites using an NBK Visa credit or debit card
equals 3 entries in the draw. A minimum spend of KD 100 using any of the
eligible NBK Visa credit cards is required to qualify for the draw.

The World Cup is the most anticipated sporting event of the year, with
millions around the globe watching matches for the month-long competi-
tion and rooting for their favorite teams. NBK’s FIFA World Cup prize
campaign is part of the bank’s ongoing customer-centric approach. 

NBK strives to bring customers world-class services, with a customized
approach. The bank creates the best rewards and promotions as a way to
reward their customers for their extended loyalty.

KIEV:  Ukraine’s Brazilian-born sensation
Marlos has starred for Shakhtar Donetsk on a
Champions League run that could see them
reach the quarter-finals for only the second time
when they go to Roma today.

But the 29-year-old attacking midfielder’s
silky dribbling is also turning him into an inte-
gral part of Ukraine’s hopes of returning to the
forefront of the international scene after the
country failed to qualify for the World Cup in
Russia.

The Ukrainian player of the year for two suc-
cessive seasons is the engine of a flamboyant
Shakhtar side that features an eye-popping
eight additional Brazilians and two Argentines.
Shakhtar edged out the Italians 2-1 at home in
Kharkiv in the first leg of their last-16 encounter
last month, meaning they head to the Stadio
Olimpico in the driving seat.

They are also on course to retain their
domestic title despite being based in three dif-
ferent cities over the past two years due to the
conflict in eastern Ukraine. Shakhtar’s
Portuguese coach Paulo Fonseca has admitted
that Marlos is “really important” to his side,
describing him as “magical”.

Certainly, having a coach who speaks
Portugese helps Marlos and the Brazilians gel
into an attacking unit that has flourished in the
Champions League. Shakhtar beat Manchester
City at home in the group stage and won away
at Dutch champions Feyenoord despite finishing
that game with 10 men.

Marlos was named February’s player of the
month in Ukraine after scoring four goals and
laying on three assists in three matches, leaving
Shakhtar sitting pretty atop the table. “To me,
team achievements are much more important,”
Marlos said after receiving the award.

Marlos played for Brazilian giants Sao Paulo
before coming to Ukraine in 2012 and settling in
nicely. He first voiced an interest in playing for
Ukraine’s national team in 2016 as the struggling

country scouted around for help.
“If this happens, it will be my gift to

Ukrainians for being so welcoming,” Marlos said
at the time. That wish came true in September
when he failed to make Brazil’s star-studded
squad and was granted Ukrainian citizenship.

It was a decision that endeared him to
Ukrainians-used to players looking for work
elsewhere because of four years of armed con-
flict in the east and hard times all around. “In
this difficult time for Ukraine, many athletes
leave, adopting the citizenship of other coun-
tries,” said Ukraine coach and former AC Milan
great Andriy Shevchenko.

“But Marlos, on the contrary, tied his future
to our state. It would have been foolish not to
pick such a player.” He made his debut against
Kosovo in a World Cup qualifier that Ukraine
won, although they missed out on a place in
Russia, finishing third in their group behind
Iceland and Croatia.

Marlos has found the net 40 times in 158
appearances for Shakhtar and should be an
enticing option for Ukraine for years to come.
And his belief in both team and adopted country
has helped Shakhtar as they look to return to
the quarter-finals, where they were well beaten
by eventual winners Barcelona in 2011. “We are
confident that we will be able to get the result
we need in Rome,” Marlos said. — AFP
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