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continue playing an active role toward facing these
challenges through ensuring immunity of Gulf states’
economies, solidifying monetary and financial stability
and supporting economic and structural reforms aimed
at creating economic diversification, Hashel proposed. 

Hashel said strong policies depend on reducing
reliance on oil resources, developing national human
resources, creating an investment climate and increas-
ing private sector participation in boosting the econo-
my. “This meeting represents a new step towards fur-
ther achievements in the field of Gulf economic, mone-
tary and financial work,” he said. Hashel also stressed
the importance of the role played by the supervisory
and control committee and the committee of payment
and settlement systems in increasing the efficiency of
banking and financial sectors and protecting them
against risks, as well as enhancing their ability to face
new sudden circumstances. 

The conferees were graced with a meeting with HH

the Amir, who gave guidance about cooperation among
GCC monetary institutions and banks, Hashel said,
adding that the meeting also addressed combating
money laundering and funding terrorism. He revealed
that a technical team was formed for exchanging finan-
cial techniques among the GCC countries.

GCC Secretary General Abdullatif Al-Zayani said
financial and banking coordination and cooperation
among the GCC member states are likely to help con-
solidate pan-GCC economic integration. They also
serve the final goal of achieving economic unity of the
bloc by 2025, Zayani told the meeting. The GCC
Supreme Council had approved linking payment sys-
tems in member countries as a major complementary
project of the GCC, Zayani added, and also tasked GCC
states with establishing an independent company for
GCC payments.

Zayani stressed the role of the committee for
enhancing cooperation and integration among the
bloc’s monetary agencies and central banks, as well as
abolishing difficulties and promoting performance and
financial and banking procedures. The committee’s tan-
gible efforts have contributed to the development and
growth of the vital financial and banking sector, push-
ing it to a prominent regional and international status
despite the economic and political challenges the GCC
states are facing, Zayani said. — Agencies 
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As a result, several MPs have made proposals to
clamp down on expatriates, with some proposing to
prevent them from driving, others calling to impose
expensive fees on obtaining a driving license or owning
a car while others calling for allowing expatriates to
own only one vehicle. But the interior and defense com-
mittee has rejected those proposals. The new proposal

will pave the way for withdrawing a large number of
driving licenses obtained in violation of the law.

Meanwhile, MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei yesterday said
the government should resign if it cannot operate a
company established to recruit domestic helpers from
abroad in a bid to cut exorbitant costs. He also called
on the interior ministry to monitor private recruitment
offices and withdraw the licenses of offices involved in
money laundering. The lawmaker said that the
employment contract of maids must include a provi-
sion that they cannot leave the country without prior
permission from the employer, and called for rejecting
demands by the Philippines that the maid’s passport
should remain with the embassy, describing this as
extremely dangerous.
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We have set out a roadmap to develop a digital
infrastructure system to provide the beneficiaries with

smart healthcare services, and also formed strategic
partnerships in the medical field to ensure meeting
world-class health standards.”

The groundbreaking ceremony of Dhaman’s second
hospital in Jahra coincides with the preparatory works
of Dhaman’s primary healthcare centers in Farwaniya,
Hawally and Dajeej, which are expected to start wel-
coming patients soon. This includes the implementation
and transfer of residents from the current health min-
istry facilities to Dhaman. —  Press release
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HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable yesterday to Bangladeshi
President Mohammad Abdul Hamid, expressing his
deepest sympathies over the victims of the plane crash.
The Amir wished all those who were injured a speedy
recovery. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent
similar messages. 

The cause of the crash was not immediately clear,
but a statement from airport authorities said the plane
was “out of control” as it came in to land. Meanwhile,
the CEO of US-Bangla Airlines Imran Asif laid blame on
Kathmandu’s air traffic control, saying the controller
“fumbled” the landing. “Our pilot is an instructor of this
Bombardier aircraft. His flight hours are over 5,000
hours. There was a fumble from the control tower,” Asif
told reporters outside the airline’s offices in Dhaka. 

An airport source, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, said there may have been confusion
between air traffic control and the pilot over which end
of Kathmandu’s sole runway - referred to as ‘Runway
02’ and ‘Runway 20’ - the plane was meant to land on.
A recording purportedly of the conversation between
the controller and pilot has been published online. AFP
could not independently verify the recording.

Eyewitnesses said the plane - a Canadian-made
Bombardier Dash 8 Q400 turboprop - crashed as it
made a second approach towards the airport, shudder-
ing violently as it lost height before hitting the ground
and bursting into flames. “It should have come straight
but it went in the other direction... then it crashed
towards the field,” said airport cleaner Sushil Chaudhary,

who saw the crash. Desperate relatives searched for the
names of their loved-ones on a list of casualties hung
outside a hospital where most of the victims were taken.
One woman collapsed in tears after checking the list.
Another bewildered-looking survivor, 27-year-old
Basanta Bohara, told AFP at a hospital that he couldn’t
remember how he escaped from the burning wreckage.
“I remember the accident. Nothing else. I don’t know
how I got out,” Bohara said.

Airline spokesman Kamrul Islam said 33 of the pas-
sengers were Nepali, 32 were Bangladeshi, one each
from China and the Maldives. Local media reported
that many of the Nepali passengers were college stu-
dents returning home for a holiday. Kathmandu airport
briefly closed after the accident, forcing inbound flights
to divert, but it has since reopened. It is Nepal’s only
international airport and experts say the mountainous
landscape with the towering Himalayas to the north
poses difficulties for pilots coming in to land.

“The landing at Kathmandu because of the terrain is
a little challenging,” said Gabriele Ascenzo, a Canadian
pilot who runs aviation safety courses in Nepal.
Depending on the direction of approach, pilots have to
fly over high terrain before making a steep descent
towards the airport, Ascenzo added. The accident is the
deadliest since Sept 1992, when all 167 people aboard a
Pakistan International Airlines plane were killed when it
crashed as it approached Kathmandu airport. Just two
months earlier, a Thai Airways aircraft had crashed near
the same airport, killing 113 people.

Nepal’s poor air safety record is largely blamed on
inadequate maintenance and substandard management.
Accidents are common and Nepal-based airlines are
banned from flying in European Union airspace. The
Dhaka-based US-Bangla Airlines launched just four
years ago and made its first international flight in May
2016 to Kathmandu. It has since expanded with routes
to South Asia, the Middle East and Southeast Asia. In
2015 one of its planes overshot the runway on landing
at Saidpur in northwest Bangladesh. There were no
reports of injuries. — Agencies 
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time - even if fellow Coco Chanel is credited with
inventing the garment. “His are the only clothes in which
I am myself. He is far more than a couturier, he is a cre-
ator of personality,” Hepburn once said of him. “To
dress a woman is to make her beautiful,” Givenchy once
said. “In haute couture, we are cosmetic surgeons, eras-
ing imperfections and refining the silhouette... for isn’t a
couturier a magician of sorts, who creates illusion and
perhaps beauty itself?”

Givenchy was one of the first big designers to use
black models, and in 1986 used only black models for
one collection. US first lady Jacqueline Kennedy
adopted the Givenchy look for her White House years,
sticking to a uniform of shift dresses, pillbox hats and
low-heeled pumps. The red coat she wore on the cam-
paign trail for the 1960 presidential election was a
Givenchy copy. On a state visit to France the following
year, Jackie made a famously grand entrance in a
Givenchy white silk faille dress at a state dinner at the
Palace of Versailles, looking as regal as any European
monarch’s consort.

“Hubert de Givenchy was a symbol of Parisian ele-
gance for more than half a century... who revolutionized
fashion,” his label said yesterday. Legendary Italian-

born creator Valentino told AFP that he tried to get a
job with Givenchy when he was 17. “Unfortunately he
did not hire me...  but I kept admiring his vision, his per-
fection of cut and elegance. Like me he always respect-
ed the woman’s body, never inflicting what was cool but
only what was flattering.”

Givenchy’s current British-born designer Clare
Waight Keller said that its founder was “not only one of
the most influential fashion figures of our time, whose
legacy still influences modern-day dressing, but he also
was one of the chicest, most charming men I have ever
met”. “The definition of a true gentleman that will stay
with me forever,” she added.

Givenchy was forced to retire in Oct 1995 when his
contract was not renewed by the giant LVMH group
which had bought his house nearly eight years before.
He was replaced by John Galliano, who was soon to
leave for Dior, handing over to fellow Brit Alexander
McQueen. With typical discretion, Givenchy made no
comment, only that he had not been consulted about
the appointments.

Yet two decades on his restrained style still informs
the way Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II and older American
and Chinese socialites dress. Givenchy’s final couture
show in July 1995 was an emotional moment, with his
fellow couturiers Yves Saint Laurent, Paco Rabanne,
Christian Lacroix and Valentino taking front-row seats
in a packed salon in the opulent Grand Hotel at the
Paris Opera. Givenchy took his bow on the catwalk in
his atelier’s smock, and with characteristic modesty
brought on all his loyal “petites mains” seamstresses to
share the applause. — AFP 
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TEHRAN: Eleven women died when a private plane crashed
in Iran while flying the daughter of a prominent Turkish busi-
nessman and her friends home from a hen party, officials and
media reports said yesterday. The Bombardier Challenger
604, carrying Mina Basaran and seven of her friends from
Sharjah in the United Arab Emirates to Istanbul, went down
in southwestern Iran on Sunday. Three crew, all women, were
also on board.

Iran’s Civil Aviation Organization said the plane crashed
at 6:09 pm (1439 GMT) on Sunday after the pilot had asked
to descend due to a “technical problem”. The business jet
went down in the Zagros mountains, about 400 km south of
Tehran. The aviation agency said six of the eight passengers
were Turkish citizens and the other two Spanish.

Iranian news agency ISNA reported that the bodies of all
11 on board had been found by rescue teams. The remains
were being brought down from the mountainside by helicop-
ter to the Shahr-e Kord airport in the local provincial capital.
IRNA, another Iranian news agency, reported that a group of
those close to the victims had arrived at Shahr-e Kord,
accompanied by a Turkish diplomat. It said all the bodies had
been identified except two, which were badly burned. The
Turkish army said it had sent a plane and emergency person-
nel to Iran to assist in salvage efforts.

Black boxes found 
Turkish media reported that Mina Basaran, the 28-year-

old daughter of business tycoon Huseyin Basaran, had spent
several days in the UAE with friends, celebrating ahead of
her wedding next month. A graduate of Istanbul’s Koc
University, she had since 2013 been on the board of her
father’s company, Basaran Holding, and was reportedly being
groomed as his successor. The hen party was also intended
for three other women on board who were due to marry this
summer. Several of the victims, like Mina, had successful
careers in the fashion industry. Turkish media reported that
at least one was pregnant.

Photographs reprinted from social media showed the

women lounging at a resort at the UAE and posing with the
two pilots inside the plane. The two female pilots were
reportedly Beril Gerbes and Melike Kuvvet, who was one of
the first female pilots in the Turkish armed forces but left to
work in civil aviation.

Turkish media reports said Mina Basaran was to marry
her fiance Murat on April 14 at the Ciragan Saray, an
Ottoman-era palace by the Bosphorus and one of the most
prominent wedding venues in Turkey. Mina’s father Huseyin
had named a massive residential property development on
the Asian side of Istanbul in the district of Fikirtepe after her
- Mina Towers.

Basaran Holding is one of many family-owned conglomer-
ates that have dominated Turkish industry since the collapse
of the Ottoman Empire. The company grew out of northeast-
ern Turkey’s hazelnut trade and has since invested in multiple
sectors including  finance, construction, energy, cement,
tourism, clothing and yachts. Huseyin Basaran, the company’s
third generation chief, is also the former deputy chairman of
Turkey’s Trabzonspor football team.

There was no immediate indication as to the cause of the
crash. The aircraft’s black boxes were found and will be
handed to Turkish authorities, IRNA said. The crash comes
less than a month after a twin-engine passenger plane of
Iran’s Aseman Airlines crashed in the Zagros range, killing all
66 people on board. That plane had disappeared off the
radar after taking off from Tehran on a domestic flight as a
snowstorm battered the mountains. — AFP
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SHAHR-E KORD, Iran: Members of the Iranian Red
Crescent carry yesterday caskets with the bodies
of victims of a Turkish plane that crashed. — AFP


