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CRIMES
43,000 violators
availed amnesty

KUWAIT: The number of residency law violators
who have taken advantage of the grace period
issued by the interior minister have exceeded
43,000 expatriates, a security source said. The
number of expats who left the country without
having to pay fines with the possibility to return is
around 30,000, while 13,000 corrected their sta-
tus after paying fines totaling KD 8 million, the
source added. Director General of the Residency
Affairs Department Maj Gen Talal Maarafi and his
assistant Maj Gen Abdullah Al-Hajiri have instruct-
ed to speed up transactions of violators.

Fatal accident

KUWAIT: A bedoon student lost her life under the
wheels of a bus driven by one of her relatives. The
body was recovered by the coroner, while the driver
was sent for questioning. The 12-year-old student was
returning home from school in a bus driven by a rela-
tive, but she got off before the bus came to a complete
stop and fell under the wheels, causing her death.

Thief ‘disappointed’

KUWAIT: A thief was disappointed when he
entered the police treasury department and did not
find anything other than papers and documents.
Fingerprints were lifted to identify the culprit. 

—Translated from the Arabic press

By Attoney Fajer Ahmed

Legalese

This week I read news reports that Kuwait’s new
visa regulations will not permit newcomers to
the country to receive a visa if they have dis-

eases such as high blood pressure, diabetes or can-
cer. I must say I have not seen any regulations similar
to this proposed regulation and do not think it is fair
for those who have non-infectious disease and want
to work in Kuwait to provide for their families and
themselves.

I have chosen today to write about visa regulations
again, as it seems there is a lot of confusion on the
matter by both expats and nationals and employees
and employers. But we are lucky in Kuwait to have a
diverse society, as I often say. 

New changes
Question: What are the new changes in visa laws?

Is it true that no expats under 30 will be provided with
a work visa to work in Kuwait?

Fajer: I know that ‘visa laws’ can be confusing,
especially since it is not just one law but different
bylaws and ministerial decisions. The latest decisions
state that starting from Jan 1, no work permits will be
provided to expats younger than 30 in the private and
oil sectors. I do not understand the logic behind this
decision, although I hope that the government based
this decision on a need. I see a lot of hardworking
expats in Kuwait who are younger than 30, like teach-
ers, construction workers or journalists.

There have been other changes as well. New visit
laws now allow businessmen (or women) to enter
Kuwait on a business visa valid for up to one year.
Visas will also allow foreign students to study in pri-
vate universities in Kuwait, and medical visas will be
provided to those seeking treatment in Kuwait.

Tourist visa
Question: I have many friends working in Kuwait on

a tourist visa or on their husbands’ visas - is this
legal?

Fajer: No. It is not legal to work under a tourist visa
in Kuwait or on a dependent visa. With that said, I
have seen this many times, especially with teachers. It
does not make sense that schools are allowing such
practices - teachers need to be qualified to be teach-
ing our students and there have to be strict regulations
in place. If you are going to do so, be prepared to be
deported for violating visa regulations, as it is a viola-
tion to work under tourist visas in many countries,
resulting in deportation or even a ban from the coun-
try or region.

Dependent visa
Q: I am a dependent visa holder as my husband is

my sponsor - does this permit me to work in Kuwait?
Fajer: As a dependent visa holder, you need to

transfer your residency from ‘dependent’ to ‘work’. To
apply for the new residency, you need to submit the
following documents:
1. Application form for residency transfer (to be

signed by the former and the new sponsors).
2. Two personal photos (light blue background - 6x4).
3. Original civil ID.
4. A certificate of health insurance.
5. A certificate of criminal status.
6. Work permit (to be issued by the Public Authority

for Manpower).
7. Original signature approval of the new sponsor.
8. A form of personal photo.
9. Prescribed fees.
10.Original passport.

If you ever have confusion about the requirements
and the documents that you need, I would suggest that
you visit the shuoon (Ministry of Social Affairs and
Labor) office closest to you and inquire about the
administrative side of things. I want to also make it
clear that even though unlike other countries there are
no clear laws on visas and whether married women
can volunteer, start a business or work part-time in
Kuwait, I see no complications with such women vol-
unteering or working with their artistic skills, as in tak-
ing/selling photos or having an exhibition of artworks,
writing poetry, etc.

I hope the above helped. If you have a concern,
please email us at info@ftl-legal.com 

Visa regulations

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The replacement and employment commit-
tee at the National Assembly set 2023 as a deadline to
complete replacing expats working in state depart-
ments with citizens. The committee set a comprehen-
sive plan urging various government bodies, represent-
ed by the Civil Service Commission, Public Authority
for Manpower, Kuwait Investment Authority and the
General Secretariat for Planning and Development to
set their own plans for the coming five years. The com-
mittee also urged the education ministry to set its own
five-year plan in terms of the educational process’ out-
come in a way that meets local labor market needs of
certain jobs. 

Egyptian elections
Egyptian Ambassador to Kuwait Tareq Al-Qouni

Assembly panel sets deadline for
public sector jobs’ ‘Kuwaitization’

‘Expats in state departments should be replaced with citizens by 2023’
said Egyptians in Kuwait are invited to vote in the
Egyptian presidential elections on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday (March 16, 17 and 18, 2018). Speaking at a
press conference yesterday, Qouni stressed that the
polling committee will remain open on these three days
until the very last voter in line casts their vote. “It is a
constitutional right for Egyptians abroad to vote in the
presidential elections and they ought to maintain and
use this right,” he stressed, urging Egyptian community
members to intensively take part in the presidential
elections and practice their constitutional rights freely

and in a most civilized manner. “Intensive participation
will reflect the true essence of Egyptians to the entire
world,” he added, noting that participation shows expa-
triate Egyptians’ attachment to their home country and
concern for its future. 

Qouni said the number of Egyptian voters in Kuwait
is the largest worldwide and that around 66,000 voters
had taken part in the 2014 presidential elections, while
those who took part in the 2015 parliamentary elections
numbered over 15,000. Speaking of the preparations
made by the embassy for the elections, Qouni stressed
that coordination was made with relevant official
Kuwaiti bodies and the Ministry of Social Affairs and
Labor to make sure Egyptians receive their passports.
He added that the private sector and various employers
had been contacted through the Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry to facilitate the participation

of Egyptians working for them. He also noted that coor-
dination was made with the Interior Ministry to secure
the polling center and that special buses would be
available at the Green Island parking lot to take voters
to and from the embassy premises all day long, in addi-
tion to shaded areas and special services for senior cit-
izens and women. 

‘Shuoon children’
Manager of the family custody department at the

Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor Dr Khaled Al-Ajmi
said 10 ‘shuoon children’ (parentless children and those
from broken families) had been granted Kuwaiti citizen-
ship on turning 18 in 2017, in addition to three who got
it since the beginning of this year. He added that proce-
dures start with an application filed by the foster family,
if any, or by the department to the citizenship and pass-

ports directorate to get article 1 citizenships a week
later. Ajmi said over 600 such children are living with
foster families. 

Mega projects
The Ministry of Public Works is currently consider-

ing excluding all international and local companies fail-
ing to meet the schedules mentioned in the agreements
and contracts signed with them, with the result of
delaying the executions of mega projects such as those
of the Ministry of Education and Jaber Hospital.
Informed sources also expected the Ministry of Public
Works to blacklist those companies and stop dealing
with them in any future projects. They added that the
Ministry of Public Works will accordingly notify
Central Agency for Public Tenders and the State Audit
Bureau. 

The National Assembly.

Egyptians in
Kuwait invited

to vote

New postpaid
envelope for
civil ID renewal
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Civil Information
(PAC) recently issued a new white envelope for civil
ID renewal that can easily be obtained from the PACI
headquarters and service centers around Kuwait and
government malls in various areas, PACI Director
Musaed Al-Assoussi announced. Assoussi added that
unlike the previous prepaid envelope, the new enve-
lope will be a postpaid one and that the 250 fils fee
will be paid on doing the transaction along with the ID
issue fees, as people used to purchase the old
envelopes and sometimes not use them. Assoussi
added that the new envelope project was launched at
PACI’s website at e-envelope.paci.gov.kw and that
transactions using it can be done within 40 seconds
without even having to visit PACI offices.

Temporary health permits
Public Authority for Food and Nutrition’s Director

Essa Al-Kandari urged all vendors working in tempo-
rary locations and dealing with food products to
check with relevant inspection departments to get
temporary health permits to sell seasonal food prod-
ucts by April 1, 2018, after which the sites would be
closed down if the vendors have no licenses. 

KUWAIT: One of the main values that EQUATE, a global pro-
ducer of petrochemicals, upholds is creating a safe and sound
work culture and environment. In an effort to promote safety in
the real world for the benefit of everyone living in Kuwait,
EQUATE partnered with the Ministry of Interior (MOI) in the
34th Gulf Traffic Week Members of EQUATE and the MOI vis-
ited Al-Razi Orthopedic Hospital to promote traffic safety as
well as safe and responsible driving in an aim to decrease road-
side accidents. 

EQUATE’s partnership in Gulf Traffic Week that was
launched in Al-Shaheed Park on March 11, 2018, is part of
EQUATE’s Sustainability Strategy that invests in initiatives to
positively impact society and our shared environment. This par-
ticular initiative includes lectures on traffic safety. This was fol-
lowed by a tour through Al-Razi’s wards where officials from
EQUATE and MOI distributed gifts to the hospital’s patients.
Officials from EQUATE and MOI were joined by representa-
tives from the Ministry of Health (MOH), local celebrities and
social media influencers. As part of the partnership, EQUATE
also supported the production of a video raising awareness
about traffic laws and safe driving.

EQUATE’s Corporate and Government Services Leader,
Yaqoub Al-Kandari, said, “We are proud to partner in initiatives
that not only have a positive impact in our society, but also
reflect our core values and principles at EQUATE. Safety is a

culture for EQUATE; it has become a habit that we implement in
every moment of our day in all parts of our lives. Traffic safety is
one of them, and we want to extend that culture to others to
save lives. We are honored to partner with the MOI once again
in such a pertinent cause and we look forward to supporting
them in their endeavors.”

The visit was concluded by recognizing all participants in
the initiative including Sheikha Awrad Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, MOI’s Undersecretary Lieutenant-General Mahmoud
Al-Dousari, MOI’s Assistant Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs
Major-General Fahad Al-Shuwaie, Director of Mubarak Al-
Kabeer’s Traffic Department and the campaign’s general coordi-
nator Colonel Ibrahim Al-Jallal, Al-Razi’s Orthopedic Hospital
Director Dr Mona Abdulsamad, Orthopedic Specialist Dr Fahad
Al-Khalaf, Orthopedic Specialist Dr Bader Al-Adwani,
Orthopedic Specialist Dr Saleh Al-Khaldi, Al-Razi’s Public
Relations Manager Fahad Al-Saeed and Al-Razi’s Public
Relations Deputy Manager Khalaf Al-Saeedi. 

Recognitions were also extended to participating actors
Abdulrahman Al-Aqul, Hayat Al-Fahad, Huda Hussain, Ibrahim
Al-Sallal and Suad Abdullah. Soocial media influencers included
Abdullah Al-Jasser also known as Abodka, Hamad Al-Ali known
as Hamad Qalam, Meshari Bu Yabis, Meshari Al-Shallahi,
Mohammad Sari Al-Mutairi, as well as the founder of London
Kitchen Abdullah Al-Saeed.

EQUATE promotes safety 
during GCC Traffic Week

KIB sponsors 2018 
GCC Traffic Week
KUWAIT: As part of its leading social responsibility pro-
gram, Kuwait International Bank (KIB) sponsored the 2018
GCC Traffic Week; an initiative aimed at spreading aware-
ness of safe driving and road safety. This year’s GCC
Traffic Week highlighted a number of key issues concern-
ing road safety awareness for road users, not only as pre-
ventative methods to avoid traffic violations. Additionally,
flyers in both Arabic and English were distributed, which
detailed new road safety tips that were also displayed
across various media platforms and social networking
sites. Nawaf Najia, Manager of the Corporate
Communications at KIB, said: “KIB always strives to spon-
sor important initiatives such as these that aim at support-
ing government efforts to spread road safety awareness
across the nation. 

We are particularly adamant on lending our support to
initiatives that aim at maintaining the security and safety of
everyone, seeing as that Kuwait has a high rate of traffic
accidents. We believe that this year’s theme ‘Your life is
precious’ is extremely important, as it comprises valuable
information for the safety of road users and encourages
them to adhere to traffic laws and regulations for protec-

tion against dangerous accidents. Traffic safety is some-
thing that concerns us all and, accordingly, it is the respon-
sibility of each one of us to spread awareness and partici-
pate in these events that affect the safety of all road users.
By adopting safety measures while driving, we can reduce
the number of road accidents and related injuries and
fatalities.”

Najia also lauded the efforts of the Ministry of Interior
and the General Directorate of Traffic, which strive to pro-
mote awareness of good driving behavior and the culture
of road safety amongst road users, through both direct
and indirect means. Moreover, they aim at introducing the
community to new traffic regulations that ensure the safe
and smooth flow of vehicles and pedestrians

Through this week, Najia hoped the initiative will
achieve its objectives in reducing the rate of traffic-related
incidents to their lowest figures in Kuwait and across the
GCC. Accordingly, this will avoid further traffic-related
deaths, damage to public and private property, as well as
grave consequences from accidents that may result in dis-
abilities and family crises; all of which can be avoided with
careful adherence to traffic laws and regulation. 

It is worth noting that KIB continues to play an
active role in supporting key community-based initia-
tives and activities. The Bank particularly focuses on
awareness initiatives that serve diverse segments of the
local community, thereby promoting the nation’s sus-
tainable development.


