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LIVERPOOL: Newcastle United’s Welsh defender Paul Dummett concedes a corner as Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah (L) attacks during the English Premier League football match between Liverpool and
Newcastle at Anfield in Liverpool. — AFP
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Liverpool move into second place
LIVERPOOL: Mohamed Salah’s 32nd goal of a remark-
able season helped lift Liverpool into second place in
the Premier League after a 2-0 victory yesterday at
home to a Newcastle United side managed by former
Reds boss Rafael Benitez.

Sadio Mane, with his 14th goal of the season, was
also on the mark for Jurgen Klopp’s men, who have now
lost just one of their last 20 league games. But Salah,

whose 32 goals match Newcastle’s entire tally in all
competitions this season, again earned the plaudits
after continuing a run that has seen him score in seven
consecutive games. Benitez, warmly welcomed by his
former supporters at Anfield, saw Newcastle live dan-
gerously before Liverpool finally took the lead in the
40th minute through Egypt international Salah. Jordan
Henderson benefitted from a fortunate ricochet and

collected the ball just inside the opposition half. Alex
Oxlade-Chamberlain took up the attack and, in turn,
picked out Salah with a superb pass beyond the massed
ranks of the Newcastle defence.

The striker moved the ball onto his left foot before
beating Martin Dubravka with an unstoppable finish. As
has become his standard practice against the Premier
League’s elite, Benitez sent Newcastle out in an ultra-

defensive formation, yet the Magpies might still have
gone in at the interval on level terms from their only
noteworthy attack of the game.

A patient Newcastle build-up created space in the
Liverpool defence and, after Mikel Merino had laid the
ball back to Mohamed Diame, his excellent shot was
curling into the top corner until Loris Karius leapt to
make a superb save. — AFP

Salah hits 32nd goal of season 

BELO HORIZONTE: Surgery on the broken
right foot of Brazil and Paris Saint-Germain
superstar Neymar went successfully yester-
day, officials said, leaving the planet’s most
expensive footballer in a race to recuperate
before the World Cup. The operation, per-
formed by Brazilian national team surgeon
Rodrigo Lasmar, began early on Saturday
morning in the Mater Dei hospital in Belo
Horizonte. Just after midday (1500 GMT), a
spokesman from the Brazilian football feder-
ation announced that the operation was
over. “Neymar is already in his room. It went
well ,”  he said. Neymar broke his f i fth

metatarsal-the bone leading to his small toe-
during a 3-0 drubbing of Marsei l le on
February 25.  The striker-whose transfer
from Barcelona cost PSG a record 222 mil-
lion euros ($264 million) last August-has
scored 28 goals in 30 appearances in all
competitions for the club. Neymar will miss
PSG’s make-or-break game against Real
Madrid next Tuesday. But with Lasmar pre-
dicting a recovery period of two and a half
to three months, Brazi l  is  worried that
Neymar, 26, may not be fit for the World
Cup in Russia starting in June.

The rival demands from club and country
appeared to erupt into tension just as he went
under the knife, with Paris newspaper
L’Equipe reporting yesterday that PSG
believes Lasmar lied about Neymar’s condi-
tion. The report said that Neymar was initially
found to have suffered a minor fracture and
that PSG was shocked to hear Lasmar say
Thursday that it was a serious break requir-
ing a longer than expected recuperation.

Globoesporte.com reported that PSG

also insisted it control any future information
on the player’s health. Staff at the hospital in
Belo Horizonte, were put on paparazzi lock-
down, with a ban on using cellphones any-
where near the star. After a remarkable turn-
around in fortunes since the shambolic exit in
a 7-1 semifinal loss to Germany in the 2014
World Cup, Brazil are seen as top contenders
in Russia. But a big part of that optimism
depends on the talented Neymar, who
missed that infamous semifinal four years ago
and looks likely to miss two warm-up friend-
lies against Russia and Germany in March.

Jose Luiz Runco, a former chief medical
officer for the Brazilian team, told AFP that
Neymar will walk with crutches after two to
three weeks, exercise while putting weight
on his repaired foot after about 60 to 75
days, and then returning to training.

“He’s likely to recover pretty quickly
because he’s an athlete and young.” A
potential  plus for Neymar is that the
enforced break from competitive football
may do him good. —AFP 
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BELO HORIZONTE: Fan holds a dummy of Brazil’s forward Neymar, in front of
Mater Dei Santo Agostino hospital where he was operated yesterday, in Belo
Horizonte, state of Minas Gerais, Brazil. — AFP


