
BIRMINGHAM: Murielle Ahoure blasted out of her
blocks to lead Ivory Coast to a 1-2 after scorching to a
historic gun-to-tape victory in the women’s 60m at the
world indoors on Friday. Ahoure, with two previous
world indoor silvers to her name, clocked an electric
6.97 seconds down the blue track in Birmingham, the
fastest time run over the sprint this season.

Ahoure’s teammate Marie-Josee Ta Lou (7.05sec)
took silver by five-thousandeths of a second in a
photofinish from Switzerland’s Mujinga Kambundji.

It was not only a first world indoor gold for Ivory
Coast but also the first time an African sprinter, male or
female, has won the 60m title. Ahoure, 30, acknowl-
edged that it had been a
difficult year personally
after the death of her
father from cancer.

“I knew he was
watching from up there,”
she said. “I was talking to
him before the race, say-
ing ‘please Dad help me
in the race.’ I couldn’t get
a gold medal when he
was alive. I have so much
pent-up up emotion
now.”

Jamaica’s double Olympic sprint champion Elaine
Thompson was fourth and Dafne Schippers of the
Netherlands, the two-time world outdoor 200m cham-
pion, fifth in a field that had no representatives from the
United States for the first time in indoor history.

“I’m so happy, I’ve trained so hard for this and that
medal is for my coach and my team that have trained
me so hard,” added Ahoure, who also won double
sprint silvers at the 2013 Moscow outdoor worlds.

“The most important thing I knew would be getting
out of the blocks and executing my race, focusing on
my lane. “It’s huge to get gold and silver. The Ivory
Coast is on top, we’re so happy and hopefully soon

we’ll be able to take over the whole podium!”
The local crowd were earlier given a treat when

Katarina Johnson-Thompson racked up 4,750 points to
win the pentathlon, her first global title. The Briton
clocked 8.36sec in the 60m hurdles, managed a best of
1.91m in the high jump, threw an indoor personal best of
12.68m in the shot put and went out to a lead 6.50m in
the long jump.

She kept a cool head in the final event, the 800m,
winning in a season’s best of 2:16.63, with Austria’s
Ivona Dadic taking silver (4,700 points) and Cuban
Yorgelis Rodriguez bronze (4,637).

“It’s been a very long hard day but it’s definitely
been worth it. As always
in the pentathlon there
are highs and lows
throughout the day. I am
so happy to have won,”
said Johnson-Thompson.

ECHEVARRIA
UPSTAGES 

MANYONGA 
South Africa’s world

outdoor champion Luvo
Manyonga was upstaged
by Cuban teenager Juan

Miguel Echevarria in a thrilling men’s long jump compe-
tition that went down to the wire. Echevarria went out
early to 8.28m, Manyonga responding perfectly after
botching his first two efforts to soar out to 8.33m on his
third to advance to the showdown between the top
eight jumpers.

The Cuban landed a personal best of 8.38 before the
South African replied with 8.44. Defending champion
Marquis Dendy of the United States then went out to
8.42 with his fifth effort. But up stepped Echevarria, 19,
to nail 8.46m for a memorable gold ahead of Manyonga,
with Dendy rounding out the podium.

“It was a tough competition, it was very tight with

very close margins, but I prepared physically and men-
tally for the event,” said the Cuban. “I think I’m in the
peak of my career. I’m feeling very physically strong.”

The other gold on offer went the way of Hungary as
Anita Marton threw 19.62m to win the shot put ahead
of Jamaica’s Danniel Thomas-Dodd (19.22) and China’s
Lijiao Gong (19.08).

France’s Kevin Mayer, world outdoor champion and

Olympic silver medallist in the decathlon, was in
overnight pole after the first four events in the seven-
discipline heptathlon, with the 60m hurdles, pole vault
and 1,000m to come today.

And Ethiopian track sensation Genezebe Dibaba’s
audacious bid for a double remained on track as the
newly-crowned 3000m champion advanced easily to
the final of the 1500m. — AFP

Coleman stutters 
before breezing 
into 60m semis
BIRMINGHAM: Christian Coleman, the man
fancied to lead sprinting into the post-Usain
Bolt era, gave a glimpse of his searing ability
after a brief alarm as he breezed into the 60
metres semi-finals at the world indoor cham-
pionships yesterday.

Coleman, the US sprinter who set a world
record of 6.34 seconds last month, stuttered
on his third stride while easing into cruise
control but still had no problems as he then
motored away from the field to win in a mod-
est 6.71 seconds.

“My start was decent, but I tripped,”
Coleman said. “But I stayed calm and made it
through. I’m really excited and feel well pre-
pared. The crowd here is great so far and I
think it will be electric this evening.”

Thanks to his mistake, Coleman, who turns
22 on Tuesday, was only the 16th fastest qual-
ifier for the semi-finals scheduled for the
evening session before the final which is the
climax of Saturday’s programme.

The quickest man in the heats was
Coleman’s U.S. team mate Ronnie Baker,
who clocked 6.57, while other impressive
winners were Turkey’s Emre Zafer Barnes
(6.58) and China’s Su Bingtian (6.59). The
biggest cheer in the morning session was
reserved for 41-year-old former world 100m
champion Kim Collins, the popular Saint

Kitts & Nevis athlete who finished third in
Coleman’s heat in 6.77 to battle into the
semis in his final competition.

In a happy coincidence, Collins, the oldest
man in the championships, lined up next to
the youngest competitor, Malta’s 16-year-old
Jacob El Aida, and made light of the 25-year
age gap as he beat the awe-struck youngster
by 0.32 seconds.

“I feel young but it is time to say goodbye.
This is it. I can’t do it anymore,” said Collins,
who won a silver medal in the event when the
championships were last staged in
Birmingham 15 years ago.

“The body isn’t able to do what it is sup-

posed to do. But I am going out in peace-no
low notes, no high notes. There will be no
comebacks. 

“I keep telling the youngsters that I am old
enough to be their father and that they should
show me respect.”

El Aida certainly did that, hardly able to
credit that he had been sandwiched in lane
five by Collins on one side and Coleman on
the other. “I saw the list of heats when I was
in the stands and I didn’t stop smiling for 30
minutes,” beamed the man from an island that
has no indoor track.

“Kim is a legend-I hope I am still running
when I am 41.” — Reuters

S p o r t s Sunday, March 4, 2018

13Established 1961 

Venezuela’s 
Rojas shows
her class to
retain triple
jump title
BIRMINGHAM: Venezuela’s Yulimar
Rojas showed why she is the world’s
best triple jumper to retain her world
indoor title yesterday just when it
looked like she might come up short.
The 22-year-old was the clear
favourite but soon found herself in a
desperate scrap with Jamaican
Kimberly Williams, the 2014 bronze
medallist who produced the perform-
ance of her life to lead going into the
fifth round.

When the pair last met, at the 2017
outdoor world championships in
London, almost one metre separated
their jumps, with Williams bemoaning
that while others had turned up with
their ‘A’ game, she had “brought my Z
game”. This time it was different, with
Williams recording two personal bests
in putting down a 14.48 marker. At
times, Madrid-based Rojas struggled
for rhythm in her first outing of the

season, failing to get the required tra-
jectory on the hop to launch herself
forward.

But, ultimately, normal service was
resumed as she dug deep on her fifth
attempt to reach a world leading 14.63,
a jump preceded by an audible yelp
both to herself and a crowd she was
desperately seeking to engage.

It proved a leap too far for Williams,
29, who qualified as an adopted local
favourite after training in Birmingham
under the wing of former British triple
jumper Aston Moore. Third place went
to Spain’s Ana Peleteiro, who also
recorded a personal best of 14.40.

Fourth-placed Romanian Andreea
Panturoiu also jumped further than
ever before but it was hard to escape
the view that this was an ordinary field
elevated by a genuine talent in Rojas.
When she won her outdoor world
championship gold in London -
Venezuela’s first ever title - she spoke
emotionally about the civil unrest that
gripped her country and, after her lat-
est triumph, she again referenced her
victory in a wider context. 

“This is a great achievement for
Venezuela and for our nation,” she said.
“I hope I brought a bit of joy to them
and they enjoyed watching it. I trained
so hard for this.  “It was a difficult com-
petition and it has given me great
inspiration for the summer.” — Reuters

Ethiopia’s
Dibaba

advances to 
final of  1500m

Ahoure makes history with 60m win, 
keeps cancer-victim father in mind

BIRMINGHAM: Bronze medalist Switzerland’s Mujinga Kambundji (C) and Gold medalist, Ivory Coast’s Murielle
Ahoure (R) race to the line in the women’s 60m final event at the 2018 IAAF World Indoor Athletics Championships at
the Arena in Birmingham. — AFP

Manyonga upstaged by Cuban teenager Echevarria 

BIRMINGHAM: (L-R) Sweden’s Odain Rose, US athlete Christian Coleman and St Kitts
and Nevis’s Kim Collins compete in the men’s 60m round 1 event at the 2018 IAAF
World Indoor Athletics Championships at the Arena in Birmingham yesterday. — AFP

Fisher scores 
as Predators
defeat Canucks
4-3 in OT
VANCOUVER: Calle Jarnkrok’s goal 43 sec-
onds into overtime gave visiting Nashville a
come-from-behind 4-3 victory over the
Vancouver Canucks on Friday night, the
Predators’ seventh consecutive win. The
Predators overcame a 2-0 deficit for the sec-
ond night in a row. The Canucks took their
second straight overtime setback at home.
Mike Fisher, in his first game since officially
coming out of retirement Monday, Kevin
Fiala and Ryan Ellis tallied for Nashville in
regulation. Daniel Sedin led the Canucks with
a goal and an assist. Bo Horvat and Brandon
Sutter also scored for Vancouver. Alex Edler
assisted on two of the hosts’ goals, becoming
the franchise’s all-time points leader among
defensemen with 326.

SENATORS 5, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4
Bobby Ryan had a goal and two assists

and Erik Karlsson added three assists as
Ottawa handed host Vegas its third straight
loss. Mark Stone finished with a goal and an
assist, and Matt Duchene, Jean-Gabriel

Pageau and Alexandre Burrows also scored
goals for Ottawa, which snapped an overall
five-game losing streak and also a six-game
road losing streak. Craig Anderson had 25
saves for the Senators. Reilly Smith, Colin
Miller and William Karlsson each had a goal
and an assist, and Ryan Carpenter also
scored for Vegas. Marc-Andre Fleury fin-
ished with 33 saves.

DUCKS 4, BLUE JACKETS 2
Goals by Andrew Cogliano and Josh

Manson just 87 seconds apart midway
through the second period sent host
Anaheim off and running to a victory over
Columbus. Goalie John Gibson made 34
saves for the Ducks, who snapped a modest
two-game slide despite being without cap-
tain Ryan Getzlaf due to illness. Rickard
Rakell and Cam Fowler also scored for
Anaheim. Columbus got goals from Sonny
Milano and Zach Werenski.

RANGERS 3, FLAMES 1
Henrik Lundqvist was at his best in mak-

ing 50 saves on his 36th birthday, and the
red-hot Ryan Spooner collected a goal and
an assist as New York won at Calgary.
Spooner, who has collected one goal and
seven points in three games since joining the
Rangers from the Bruins in the trade that
sent Rick Nash to Boston, had a hand in
New York’s first and third tallies. However,
Lundqvist was easily the biggest difference.
The veteran goalie was on his game right

from the start, building off a 50-save per-
formance two nights earlier in a win over the
Canucks.

AVALANCHE 7, WILD 1
Nathan MacKinnon scored twice to

boost his goal tally to a team-leading 31, and
he added three assists as Colorado won its
third consecutive game with a rout of

Minnesota in Denver. MacKinnon is the first
Avalanche player to have multiple five-point
games in a season since Paul Stastny did so
twice in the 2007-08 campaign. MacKinnon
also had five points (one goal, four assists)
in a 6-2 win against the Washington
Capitals on Nov. 16. Gabriel Landeskog,
Mikko Rantanen, Matt Nieto, Carl
Soderberg and Tyson Barrie) each added a

goal for the Avalanche, who matched a sea-
son high for goals and improved to 4-1-1 in
their past six games. Mikko Koivu collected
the lone tally for Minnesota.

JETS 4, RED WINGS 3
Patrik Laine scored pair of goals, including

the decisive tally with 7:43 to play in the sec-
ond period, and host Winnipeg beat Detroit.
Laine fired a wrist shot past Red Wings
goalie Jimmy Howard’s stick-side blocker to
put the Jets up 4-2 in the middle period.
Detroit’s Trevor Daley scored 5:29 into the
third, but Winnipeg held onto its lead from
there. Dustin Byfuglien and Ben Chiarot each
had goals, and Connor Hellebuyck made 30
saves for Winnipeg. Anthony Mantha and
Niklas Kronwall also scored for Detroit. and
Howard recorded 38 saves.

PANTHERS 4, SABRES 1
Host Florida won its fifth consecutive

game, defeating Buffalo to improve to 12-3-
0 since the end of January. The Panthers got
goals from Mike Matheson, Aaron Ekblad,
Aleksander Barkov and Colton Sceviour.
Nick Bjugstad and Evgenii Dadonov each
had two assists.  Buffalo’s goal came from
Sam Reinhart. The Panthers won a battle of
backup goalies as James Reimer made 24
saves in his first start since Feb. 18. It was his
fifth win in his past seven starts.  Buffalo’s
Robin Lehner, who made his first start since
Feb. 24, came up with 26 saves. He has lost
seven of his past nine starts. — Reuters

LAS VEGAS: Zack Smith (L) #15 of the Ottawa Senators skates with the puck against
Jon Merrill #15 of the Vegas Golden Knights in the third period of their game at T-
Mobile Arena on Friday in Las Vegas, Nevada. The Senators won 5-4.— AFP


