
WASHINGTON: An insurance company employee checks the damage to a car after a partially burnt building collapsed due to strong winds in Northeast Washington, DC. —AFP

NEW YORK: At least five people were killed after
a major winter storm pounded the US East Coast
on Friday, with strong winds, heavy rain and snow
disrupting thousands of flights and forcing the clo-
sure of federal government offices in Washington.
Coastal  f looding alerts were issued from New
Jersey to Massachusetts with winter weather advi-
sories, winter storm warnings and high wind warn-
ings in effect from the Northeast to the Mid-
Atlantic, the National Weather Service said.

Winter Storm Riley dropped more than a foot of
snow in the western and northern parts of New
York state, as heavy rain lashed coastal areas. The
storm is expected to taper off overnight or by early
Saturday.  Police in James City County, southern
Virginia, confirmed a 44-year-old man was killed
when a tree fell on the truck he was traveling in-
while in Chesterfield County, south of Richmond,
authorities said a six-year-old boy was killed when
a fallen tree struck him as he slept in his home.  

Outside Baltimore, an elderly woman, 77, was
also killed when she was hit by a large tree branch
in Kingsvi l le , Balt imore County Pol ice & Fire
Department said in a statement. Meanwhile, local

media said fallen trees also killed an 11-year-old
boy in Putnam Valley, New York, and a man in his
70s in Newport, Rhode Island.  More than 3,000
domestic and international flights were cancelled on
Friday and more than
2,400 others  were
delayed, according to
the websi te
FlightAware.  

More than half the
f l igh ts  schedu led  to
arrive and depart from
New York’s LaGuardia
A i rpor t  were  can-
celled, with sweeping
disruptions at Boston
Logan  In te rna t iona l
and New York ’s  two
other  a rea  a i rpor t s ,
Newark  and  John  F  Kennedy  In te rna t iona l .
Amtrak, the US public railway service, announced
that “for safety” all services along the northeast
corr idor  were  temporar i ly  suspended. Tra ins
already en route between the US capital, New

York, and Boston would continue to their destina-
tions and hold, it said.

New York, the most populous US city and home
to 8.5 million people, was expected to avoid heavy

snow but was forecast
to receive two to three
inches of rain and wet
snow, with gusts of up
to 60 miles per hour.
New York state gover-
nor  Andrew Cuomo
warned that  Long
Island and New York
City would see winds
of 40 mph, with gusts
as high as 70 mph pos-
sible in eastern Long
Is land . Wind at  that
speed has the potential

to uproot trees and cause power outages. In the
federal capital Washington and surrounding sub-
urbs, public schools were closed because of the
storm, which  some dubbed on l ine  as
“Windmaggedon”.  

A plane coming in to land at the Ronald Reagan
airport was forced to abort its first attempt amid
intense wind before touching down 10 minutes lat-
er, according to  ABC news, which  broadcast
footage of the incident.  A pilot landing at the capi-
tal’s Dulles International Airport meanwhile report-
ed to authorities that the descent of his United
Airlines flight from Charlottesville, Virginia, was so
turbulent that “pretty much everyone on the plane
threw up.” Dulles also briefly evacuated its control
tower due to high winds.  

In Massachusetts, authorities reported more than
100,000 power outages by mid-afternoon, warning
that additional power cuts were likely and ordered
some coastal communities to evacuate, warning that
they expected homes to sustain significant damage.
State police announced the closure of roads and
businesses in coastal areas as the National Weather
Service warned that shoreline neighborhoods would
stay inundated and cutoff, with water unable to
drain until the storm passes. Weather forecasters
urged people to avoid driving through flood waters
or heading to the coast to watch the flooding, flag-
ging reports of stranded motorists. —AFP

Storm pounds US East Coast; 5 dead
‘Windmaggedon’ wreaks havoc in Washington

Turkish female-only 
news website fights 
‘propaganda’ ban
DIYARBAKIR: A news website in the Kurdish-
majority Turkish city of Diyarbakir, staffed only by
women, has been repeatedly shut down by the
authorities over alleged terror propaganda but it
is refusing to give up the fight to publish. Jin
News Agency, from the Kurdish word for woman
“Jin”, focuses on Kurdish and women’s issues and
publishes in Kurdish, Turkish, Arabic and English.  

Written for women, it is run by a female-only
team from the accountant to the photographer,
and editors to camerawomen. The agency, set up
in 2012, has come under pressure from the Turkish
authorities who have closed it twice and shut off
access to the agency seven times. Turkish authori-
ties accuse the agency of making “terror propa-
ganda” for the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK), which has waged an insurgency against
Turkey since 1984.

The PKK is proscribed as a terror group by
Ankara and its Western allies and since the break-
down of a ceasefire in 2015 Turkey has launched a
relentless crackdown against the group. The
crackdown has been wide, with media seen as
sympathetic to the PKK finding themselves in the
crosshairs of the authorities. President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has argued there is no difference
between a “terrorist holding a gun or a bomb or
those who use their pen to serve their aims.”
Turkey stepped up the campaign after the failed
July 2016 coup attempt, with dozens of media
outlets accused of links to putschists and the PKK
closed down.

‘What else can we do’ 
There are currently six legal cases against Jin

News Agency accusing it of “terror propagan-
da”.  Its website is blocked in Turkey. The agency

rejects the accusations and says that the issue is
one of press freedom. It is continuing to publish
news but the articles can only be read on social
media and accessible via Virtual Private
Networks (VPN).Camerawoman Beritan Elyakut,
based in Diyarbakir and working for the agency
for five years, complained the website was
unable to “reach the outside world”.  “What else
can we do?” she added as she filmed a story
ahead of International Women’s Day on March 8,
saying the website used six different domain
names “but closures continued uninterrupted”.
The latest website domain, jinnews7.com, was
blocked in Turkey on February 22 after AFP
spoke to Elyakut. 

The website, funded by subsriptions, tackles
topics that are off limits for Turkish media, includ-
ing the fate of Abdullah Ocalan the PKK leader
jailed for life by Turkey for terror offences. It has
offered its critical take on Turkey’s offensive
against Kurdish militia in Syria and has also writ-
ten about the disappearance in Iraq last year of
two Turkish agents. Critics say that the govern-
ment has widened the definition of “terror propa-
ganda” to an absurd width. But officials insist the
measures are needed with the country fighting
multiple terror groups.

‘Women are persecuted’
After the news site was shut down the first

time, the women journalists renamed the agency
“Sujin” meaning “packing needle” in Kurdish.
But in August 2017, Sujin was shut down by
another emergency decree and they then
renamed themselves Jin News. While it once had
60 journalists in text, photo and video working
for the agency across the country including
Istanbul, Ankara and the Aegean city of Izmir,
this has now fallen to 25. Eight women work in
the Diyarbakir office but most work from home.
“Women are persecuted, and as a women’s news
agency we must show this,” said Safiye Alagas, a
photographer who has been working with the
agency for six years, adding that it had “become
a target” as a result. —AFP
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Trump vulnerable, 
isolated with key 
aide on way out
WASHINGTON: The shock departure of
Donald Trump’s top aide Hope Hicks from the
White House has rattled an already demoralized
staff and left the US president dangerously iso-
lated. There is, as Barack Obama once said, “a
certain loneliness to the job” of being America’s
president. Abraham Lincoln, no doubt, felt it
when his son Willie died-his wife beset with
grief, his cabinet quarreling and the nation
engaged in an great civil war. Richard Nixon
certainly felt it amid the invasion of Cambodia,
when he sat alone in the White House at 4:00
am with Rachmaninoff blaring, and then made a
mumbling pre-dawn visit to the Lincoln
Memorial.

And Trump must feel it now, as his adminis-
tration bleeds trusted staff and lurches from cri-
sis to crisis. There have been many high-profile
departures from Trump’s revolving-door White
House, from pivotal figures like chief of staff
Reince Priebus to Omarosa Manigault-
Newman, whose job was never clear and impact
was scarcely felt.  But Hope Hicks’ exit is differ-
ent. Hicks spent three years with Trump-a long
time in Trumpworld-but even before that, she
earned the family’s trust by working for the
president’s daughter Ivanka.  She was a rare
outsider invited inside the clan. 

In the White House, there was no problem
big or small that the 29-year-old former model,
whom Trump affectionately called “Hopey,”
could not handle.  Others who played a similar
role, like physically imposing bodyguard Keith
Schiller-whom Trump trusted enough to hand-
deliver the letter firing then FBI director James
Comey-have also departed. Both Hicks and
Schiller understood the 71-year-old president’s
habits. They knew when he needed a Diet Coke,
when to press him and when to let him vent.
Looking around the West Wing, Trump now
sees few faces he really trusts.

Few Team Trump originals left 
Even his close family, like scandal-

enmeshed son-in-law Jared Kushner and his
daughter Ivanka, seem like they are not long
for 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.  Kushner has
been stripped of his top secret clearance and
his future as Middle East peace envoy is in
serious doubt. Trump’s public appearances
with wife Melania have been few and far
between and notably cool since it emerged
that his lawyer paid a porn star $130,000 in
supposed hush money.

The only “original” left in the inner circle is
Trump’s tweeting partner and one-time caddy
Dan Scavino. He is the White House’s director of
social media-and constantly at the president’s
side. Beyond the narrowing inner circle, Trump
has approached his broader political court like
Lord Palmerston on steroids-living by the
British statesman’s dictum that “there are no
permanent friends or permanent enemies, only
permanent interests.”

He has repeatedly lashed out at Attorney
General Jeff Sessions who, as a senator, opened

the door for official Washington to back his
controversial presidential bid. He denounced his
former chief strategist and eminence grise as
“Sloppy Steve Bannon,” ridiculing him publicly
because he “cried when he got fired and
begged for his job.” Would-be allies are realiz-
ing when backed into a corner, Trump has
almost always choses fight over flight, whether
that is the prudent strategy or not.

‘Morale is terrible’
Not even Trump’s interests are permanent.

Republicans around the White House Cabinet
Room on Wednesday, at a meeting on gun con-
trol, exchanged knowing looks as the president
displayed only the very slightest grasp of the
subject. That smugness turned to bewilderment
as he shattered long-standing party opposition
to gun control and threatened to strip people of
weapons without due process. On Thursday, he
repeated the performance, undoing decades of
Republican orthodoxy on trade and announcing
sanctions that could prompt a trade war with
China and Europe. —AFP

WASHINGTON: Hope Hicks, White House Director of Strategic Communications, steps off Air Force One
upon arrival at Newark Liberty Airport in Newark, New Jersey.  —AFP


