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Ministers tour Sabah Al-Ahmad City,
seek solutions to accumulated rainwater

Impotence rates on the rise in Kuwait
By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Public Works had received
several complaints from residents of Sabah Al-Ahmad
City concerning accumulated rainwater mixed with
water seeping from sewage water processing plants,
which resulted in foul ponds and insects, Minister of
Public Works and Minister of State for Municipal Affairs
Hossam Al-Roumi said yesterday

Speaking during a tour he made in the area along with
Minister of Utilities and Minister of State for Housing
Affairs Jenan Boushehri, Roumi said officials immediately
responded to the complaint and met to discuss and solve
the problem. He added that the problem resulted from not
linking the area’s sewers to a plant because the one in Um
Al-Haiman is still under construction.  A number of officials
in relevant authorities such as the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and
Fish Resources (PAAAFR),
Environment Public
Authority (EPA) and the
Public Authority for Roads
and Transportation
accompanied the two min-
isters in the tour.

Roumi stressed that
temporary solutions will
be resorted to until fun-
damental ones are
reached. He added that
the area’s sewers would
be connected to PAAAFR
reservoirs so that the water could be used in irrigating
the trees surrounding the area. 

Meanwhile, Boushehri said concerned authorities had
met on Thursday and that both short and long-term
solutions were discussed. Boushehri denied that the
accumulated water was sewage water and stressed that
it was treated water that would be sucked from the
houses by a special pipeline. Boushehri added that it was
up to the residents to decide filing lawsuits, but stressed
that all governmental bodies are acting to take immedi-
ate measures to resolve the problem. 

Impotence rates
Urology consultant, Kuwait University medicine

professor and the head of the urology syndicate Dr
Adel Al-Henayyan said impotence rates were increas-
ing amongst men in Kuwait to 75 percent amongst men
older than 60, 30 percent amongst men older than 40
and 20 percent amongst men younger than 40.
Speaking to reporters on the sidelines of Kuwait’s
annual men’s health conference, Henayyan stressed
that impotence is closely related to chronic diseases
such as diabetes, heart diseases and smoking. He
added that 85 of diabetic patients in Kuwait suffer
from impotence. 

Business environment
As part of its 2018-2019 development plan, the gov-

ernment has finally launched a special program to pro-
vide a suitable private sector business environment
through disentangling various government bodies’

mixed l iabi l i t ies and
enabling the private sec-
tor to lead various pub-
lic projects, said
informed sources. The
process paves the way
for shifting the manage-
ment of government
projects to the private
sector under the gov-
ernment’s supervision to
protect public funds, the
sources added. 

The program targets
projects of basic signifi-

cance for development, be they executed by the pri-
vate sector, through the public private partnership
program, or by establishing public shareholding com-
panies, in addition to simplifying the process of issuing
licenses for both local and foreign investors and pro-
viding a unified e-portal for all businesses at a total
cost of KD 277,652,000, the sources explained.

Moreover, the sources noted that official documents
show that the program for preparing the business
environment focuses on overcoming obstacles faced
by the private sector, reduction of procedures and
paperwork and reliance on electronic processing with
the aim of empowering the private sector and creating
more job opportunities for citizens. 

The sources also elaborated that the five main proj-
ects sought in the 2018-2019 fiscal year include build-
ing, operating and maintaining the infrastructure at
Shadadiya industrial
area, labor cit ies in
south Jahra, building
and developing free
zones, the national lab
complex and mobile
labs to examine food
items. Notably,
Kuwait’s position dete-
riorated to 173rd out
of 190 countries on the
international Starting
Business Index, which
calls for more efforts
to attract more direct
national and interna-
tional investments.  

Three companies
Kuwait Authority for Partnership Projects is cur-

rently coordinating between various government bod-
ies to accelerate and accomplish three major projects

including the Kabd waste processing plant, expanding
Um Al-Haiman sewage plant and the Jahra labor cities,
pending the establishment of three companies (one for

each) and offering 50
percent of shares of
each for public bid-
ding amongst citizens
as stipulated in law
number 116/2014 per-
taining to build-oper-
ate-transfer projects. 

The first two proj-
ects are expected to
be offered for public
bidding before June,
sources said, adding
that it would be up to
citizens whether they
bid or not, but
stressed that the fact
that foreign investors
and banks will invest

means that these bodies have thoroughly studied all
possible risks in these projects and decided to take
part, indicating how safe it is to invest in them. 

KUWAIT: A lake formed by accumulated rainwater is seen in Sabah Al-Ahmad City during a tour state
officials yesterday.—Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: Firemen battled a blaze in a warehouse
made of corrugated metal that belongs to a husseiniya
in Sharq. Hilali and Capital stations responded to a call,
and firemen found cooking material and foam partitions
at the site. No injuries were reported.

Drunk man arrested
Farwaniya police responded to a call about an Asian

man walking naked in Khaitan. He was found to be
under the influence of alcohol and sent to Khaitan
police station.

Officer insulted
Hawally police charged an Iranian woman with

insulting a public employee while on duty, along with
another woman and a bedoon man who were with her.
The woman refused to hand over her ID and threatened
policemen to take them to court. She then grabbed the
phone of a security man and damaged it. The three
were taken to the police station.

Blackmail
A citizen threatened to expose a woman if she

decides to dump him because he refused to marry her.
The woman went to police and asked for help, especial-
ly since the man has personal images of her. The
woman, after discovering his true intentions, decided to
dump him. Police arrested the blackmailing suspect and
he told them he only wanted to scare her and that he
does not have anything that may harm her. He signed an
undertaking not to harass her anymore.

Beggars arrested
Syrian and Jordanian beggars were sent to the

deportation center after being caught begging in vari-
ous areas of Jahra. They were found to have entered

Kuwait on visit visas. Policemen noticed several women
sitting in front of banks and mosques, so they were
arrested along with three children and sent to con-
cerned authorities. Their sponsors will be summoned
and may face legal action.

Smuggling foiled
Nuwaiseeb customs officers foiled an attempt to

smuggle 981 cigarette cartons into Saudi Arabia. A cus-
toms department source said tips were received that
several vehicles were planning to smuggle cigarettes
out of the country, so officers were alerted. A vehicle
later arrived and cigarette cartons were found hidden in
multiple places including the ceiling, seats, doors, and
spare tires.

GCC traffic week
The unified GCC traffic week 2018 aims at guiding

motorists about safe driving, a ranking officer of the
Ministry of Interior said yesterday. The week-long
activity due on March 11-15 will feature various pro-
grams for driving guidance with no focus on issuing
tickets, said the acting assistant undersecretary for traf-
fic affairs, Major General Fahad Al-Shuwaie, in a state-
ment. The campaign has already begun via the press,
various audio-visual media and communication means
as well as the social media. The GCC traffic week was
first launched in 1984.

Car inspection
The traffic department announced that a delegation

from the GCC Standardization Authority visited the car
technical inspection department and checked the work
procedure in its departments. The delegation lauded
Kuwait’s private car inspection companies as they visit-
ed one of them. Several joint issues in car inspections
were discussed. Meanwhile, the traffic public relations
and awareness, in cooperation with Health, Safety,
Security and Environment Department at Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC), conducted a lecture on
safe driving recently. Major Abdallah Bahman,
Lieutenant Abdallah Buhassan and Sargent Hamad
Eidan spoke about traffic men’s supervision, guidance
and organizational roles, and explained how dangerous
it is to use the mobile phone while driving, as well as
over-speeding. They also cautioned against parking in
the disabled designated areas.

Officials are seen during a visit by the GCC Standardization Authority to the car technical inspection
department.
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