
Juventus face
Milan for fourth
Italian Cup 
title in row
TURIN: Holders Juventus booked their ticket to
the Italian Cup final for the fourth year in a row
to set up a meeting with AC Milan after a 1-0 win
over Atalanta in a semi-final second leg tie
played in the snow in Turin on Wednesday.

The first leg ended 1-0 in Bergamo thanks to
an early Gonzalo Higuain goal, and Juventus
also won the second when Miralem Pjanic slot-
ted in a 75th-minute penalty awarded after
Blaise Matuidi was fouled in the box.  The three-
time holders will play AC Milan who battled
past Lazio 5-4 on penalties in the Stadio
Olympico after their semi-final remained goal-
less after extra time.

Nikola Kalinic almost scored the winner after
117 minutes but sent the ball over the bar when
alone in front of goal, sending the game to penal-
ties.  AC Milan could thank the saves of teenage
goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma for a spot in
the final in Rome on May 9 with centre-back
Alessio Romagnoli scoring the winning penalty.

“It was a night of suffering. This is a very
young team, we must get them back to being the
team that made the fans dream,” said Milan

coach Gennaro Gattuso. The win extends Gat-
tuso’s unbeaten streak with AC Milan to 13
games, with six straight wins.

But the former AC Milan midfielder insisted
there was too much talk about him and how he
has turned around the team. “I’m not a tactical
guru. I’m just a lucky guy.” Five-time winners

Milan last won the Cup in 2003, with their last
final in 2016. Earlier Juventus took on Atalanta,
whose Serie A game Sunday was snowed off,
with light snowfall still in the Allianz Stadium.
“Compliments to the lads for what they did
tonight and are doing this season,” said coach
Massimiliano Allegri.

‘NOT AN OBSESSION’ 
It will be a record 18th final for Juventus with

Allegri’s side bidding for a 13th Cup in total. “We
will play in a historical stadium, but it must not
become an obsession,” continued the Juventus
coach of their bid for a record fourth Cup crown. 

“In the first half we had difficulty closing them
down, after the break Douglas Costa started
playing in a centre-forward role and that broke
the game open.” Higuain missed out as he recov-
ers from a sprained ankle.  Atalanta had come out
firing with Alejandro Gomez sending over the bar
with Gianluigi Buffon tested as he latched on to
Josip Ilicic’s deflected cross pushing over the top.
Gomez thought he had scored the equaliser for
Atalanta after the break with Buffon off the line,
lobbing the Juventus captain, only for the ball to
bounce off the outside off the post. — AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazilian superstar Neymar
flew into Rio de Janeiro early yesterday ahead
of an operation on his fractured foot that will
rule him out for up to three months, casting a
long shadow over Paris Saint-Germain and
Brazil’s World Cup preparations.

The world’s most expensive player, 26, ar-
rived on an Air France flight from Paris and left
in a wheelchair, a photo taken by one of his fel-
low passengers showed.
Dressed in a black
hoodie, a black baseball
cap and wearing sun-
glasses, the PSG star
smiled and took selfies
with passengers, before
leaving on a private jet
to an undisclosed desti-
nation. Surgery will take
place Saturday, national
team surgeon Rodrigo
Lasmar said. But despite the hurry to put Ney-
mar under the knife at a hospital in Belo Hori-
zonte, he won’t be back on the field soon.

“The (recovery) period will be around two
and a half to three months,” Lasmar, said after
arriving with the player on the same Air France
plane. The injury has not only ruled Neymar out
of PSG’s do-or-die Champions League clash

with Real Madrid but now threatens the much
fancied Brazilian national side’s build-up to the
World Cup, which starts June 14.

On Tuesday, the Brazilian’s father had claimed
the player would be out for “at least six weeks”.

Tiny bone, big problem
Neymar suffered a hairline fracture of the

fifth metatarsal in his right foot as well as a
twisted ankle late in
PSG’s 3-0 win over
Marseille in Ligue 1 on
Sunday.

Speaking to ESPN in
Brazil before PSG’s an-
nouncement, the player’s
father, Neymar Senior,
said: “PSG know that
they will not be able to
count on Neymar for the
upcoming matches.” 

PSG coach Unai Emery had said earlier that
there remained a “small chance” of getting him
back in time to face Real next Tuesday, March 6.
That chance has now gone.

PSG lost 3-1 in the first leg in Spain two
weeks ago and are in danger of being knocked
out of the competition in the last 16 for the sec-
ond season running. Neymar appeared to be in

tears as he was stretchered off the field at the
Parc des Princes on Sunday.

He has scored 28 goals in 30 appearances in
all competitions for PSG since his world-record
222 million-euro ($264 million) move from
Barcelona last August.

Brazilian jitters
Brazilians care little about the impact on PSG.

Their attention is entirely trained on the World
Cup, where they have ambitions of walking away
with a sixth title. “We just might have lost the
World Cup last Sunday,” one radio commenta-
tor, Milton Neves of Bandnews FM, said
Wednesday. Images of Sunday’s fateful duel be-
tween Neymar and Marseille player Bouna Sarr
were being shown incessantly on TV, often in
slo-mo, before he was stretchered off. — AFP
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PARIS: File photo taken on February 25, 2018 Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar
Jr reacts lying on the pitch during the French L1 football match between Paris Saint-Germain
(PSG) and Marseille (OM) at the Parc des Princes in Paris. — AFP

Surgery will take place tomorrow

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 
Borussia Monchengladbach v 
Werder Bremen 22:30
beIN SPORTS HD 5

FRENCH LEAGUE
OGC Nice v LOSC Lille 21:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
Monaco v Girondins de Bordeaux 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 6

ROME: AC Milan’s midfielder from Italy Giacomo Bonaventura (L) is challenged by Lazio’s
Brazilian defender Luis Felipe as he kicks the ball during the Italian Tim Cup semi-final foot-
ball match between Lazio and Milan. — AFP


