
LOS ANGELES: James Harden scored 17 first-
quarter points Wednesday night as the Houston
Rockets pushed a winning streak to 14 games for
the second time this season, beating the host Los
Angeles Clippers 105-92. Harden’s game-high 25
points made him one of three Houston players to
tally 20 or more. Clint Capela and sixth man Eric
Gordon each added 22 as the Rockets upped their
NBA-best record to 48-13, a half-game ahead of
the Golden State Warriors. Tobias Harris tallied 24
points and Montrezl Har-
rell added 22 for the Clip-
pers, who lost for just the
fourth time in 11 games
since trading Blake Griffin
to the Detroit Pistons.

THUNDER 111, 
MAVERICKS 110 (OT)

Russell Westbrook
scored 30 points and con-
verted a go-ahead three-
point play late in overtime, leading visiting Oklahoma
City past Dallas. Paul George scored 23 points and
grabbed 11 rebounds, and Westbrook added 11 re-
bounds and seven assists for the Thunder, who have
won three of four since the All-Star break. Dennis
Smith Jr. missed a shot on the Mavericks’ final pos-
session of overtime.  Harrison Barnes led Dallas with
26 points. Mavericks veteran Dirk Nowitzki scored
12 points and became the sixth player in NBA his-

tory to reach 31,000 career points. He reached the
milestone with one of his trademark step-back
jumpers in the second quarter.

PELICANS 121, SPURS 116
Anthony Davis scored 26 points and grabbed 15

rebounds, and Jrue Holiday added 25 points as
New Orleans came from 15 points down to beat
host San Antonio. San Antonio forward LaMarcus
Aldridge’s double-digit scoring streak of 59 games

came to an end when he
scored just eight points
and sustained a right ankle
sprain that kept him out of
the second half. Spurs
coach Gregg Popovich
quickly joined his star for-
ward in the locker room
when he was ejected from
the game for arguing with
the officials just 47 sec-
onds into the third quarter.

WARRIORS 109, WIZARDS 101
Golden State worked its third-quarter magic

again, pulling away from host Washington in the
second half. Playing for the 11th time as a visitor
in his hometown, Kevin Durant scored nine of his
game-high 32 points in the third period, during
which the Warriors extended a 58-56 halftime
lead to 85-70. The Warriors entered the game

leading the NBA in third-quarter scoring aver-
age (30.9) and third-quarter field-goal percent-
age (.529). They have now outscored their
opponents by a total of 1,362 points in the third
period this season.

CELTICS 134, HORNETS 106
Kyrie Irving continued his dominance with a

game-high 34 points as Boston won its fourth
straight game out of the All-Star break, beating

visiting Charlotte. Irving is averaging 27 points
since the break and has scored 25 or more in
three consecutive games. Six of Irving’s team-
mates also scored in double digits as Boston
stayed within a half-game of Eastern Conference-
leading Toronto. Kemba Walker had 23 points and
Dwight Howard added 21 for Charlotte, which had
its season-high five-game winning streak
snapped and was swept in its three-game season
series with Boston. — Reuters

VAR gets frosty 
reception after 
‘shambolic’
cup clash
LONDON: As the snow obscured the
Wembley grass and confusion reigned on
and off the pitch during Tottenham Hot-
spur’s FA Cup replay against Rochdale on
Wednesday the words of former Liverpool
manager Bill Shankly sprang to mind.

It was the tough-talking Scot who once
said “football is a simple game, compli-
cated by idiots.” Fair to say had he been at
the national stadium he might have turned
the air blue with his pronouncements on
the Video Assistant Referee (VAR) system.

It should have been a night for under-
dogs Rochdale to enjoy their moment to
shine, or for Tottenham’s Spanish striker
Fernando Llorente to savour scoring a hat-
trick in a 6-1 win. Instead, the talk was of
how VAR, which could be rolled out at the
World Cup this year, left players, managers
and fans cold.

Tottenham left back Danny Rose called

the tie “shambolic”.  Former England full
back Stuart Pearce, speaking on Sky
Sports, said VAR does not work for foot-
ball. “There are so many grey areas in our
game. Let the guy in the middle make the
decision and respect that decision.”

Ex-England striker Alan Shearer said
on Twitter: “... VAR you were hopeless
again.” The video assistant was called into
action at Wembley after seven minutes
when Tottenham had a routine Erik Lamela

goal disallowed when an official watching
on the video screen flagged up to match
referee Paul Tierney a tiny shirt-pull by
Llorente. In the 22nd minute Tottenham’s
Lucas Moura was denied a penalty after
Tierney, finger in ear, again consulted VAR.
When Son Heung-min did fire Tottenham
ahead a BBC Radio Five commentator said:
“There can be no argument about that
one.” Yet Tierney still went to the VAR to
confirm the goal’s legality. — Reuters
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Pelicans 
rally to 

beat Spurs 

Harden scores 17 points as Rockets 
down Clippers for 14th straight win

LOS ANGELES: Sindarius Thornwell #0 of the LA Clippers goes to the basket against the Hous-
ton Rockets on Wednesday at STAPLES Center in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

Paul George scores 23 points and seven assists for Thunder

Saudi-Iran spat should
keep out of football,
says FIFA boss 
TEHRAN: FIFA president Gianni Infantino said yesterday
that a two-year diplomatic rift between Saudi Arabia and Iran
should not be allowed to get in the way of football.

Saudi clubs have refused to play in Iran since the king-
dom broke off relations in January 2016 forcing AFC
Champions League fixtures with Iranian clubs to be played
in neutral Oman. “It’s very clear that politics should stay
out of football and football should stay out of politics,” In-
fantino said at a joint news conference in Tehran with Iran-
ian Sport Minister Massoud Soltanifar.  “There are of
course political issues between countries all over the world
but this should not have an impact on the football tourna-
ment.  “The solution is always just to play home and away
like in every competition in every country.”

The FIFA chief acknowledged that Saudi Arabia had
voiced security concerns after protesters angry at its
execution of a top Shiite cleric attacked its embassy and
a consulate in Iran, prompting it to cut ties.  “Obviously
the guarantees must be there, the safety must be there,”
he said. — AFP

LONDON: Referee Paul Tierney waits for a VAR decision during the English FA Cup
5th round replay football match between Tottenham Hotspur and Rochdale at
Wembley Stadium in London, on Wednesday. — AFP


