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Perched on scaffolding, restoration experts chip away at
decades of grime and repair broken mosaic  tiles in a bid to
save the colossal murals depicting historic battles and regal

ceremonies on the walls of Lahore fort.  The painstaking work is
part of efforts to preserve Lahore’s crumbling architectural his-
tory as officials juggle conserving its diverse heritage with build-
ing modern infrastructure in Pakistan’s chaotic second city. The
metropolis, which once served as the capital of the Mughal empire
that stretched across much of the subcontinent, has been sub-
sumed into a myriad of civilizations across the centuries. 

This rich past is most visible in the milieu of architecture salted
across the Walled City of Lahore-from Hindu temples and Mughal
forts to Sikh gurdwaras and administrative office built during the
Raj.  “You get a history of a thousand years, 500 year-old houses
and monuments and mosques, shrines and a very peaceful atmos-
phere,” says Kamran Lashari, director general of the Walled City
of Lahore Authority (WCLA). Prime among them, and dating back
to the 11th century, the Lahore fort was first built of mud and was
then later reinforced with stone over the centuries by a long cast
of Mughal emperors who oversaw its expansion and the accom-
panying artwork. 

But periods of conflict along with searing heat, monsoon rains
and years of neglect have taken a toll on the fort. Despite the
onset of decay, experts suggest the city’s vast Islamic architec-
tural heritage could make it a contender to rival more estab-
lished Silk Road travel destinations. “Lahore can easily compete
with Samarkand. It nearly matches Ispahan,” says Sophie
Makariou, president of the Parisian-based National Museum of
Asian Arts.  Makariou adds that its failure to shine is more to do
with safety concerns that have plagued the nation after multiple
attacks. “Due to the bad reputation of Pakistan, it remains un-
known,” she explains. 

Pearl of the Punjab 
But as security across Pakistan continues to improve, officials

are hoping to revive Lahore’s lost glory. More than 40 conserva-
tionists with the WCLA-including engineers, architects and ce-

ramists from across the globe-are currently working on restoring
the mosaic mural on the fort’s exterior. “It’s one of the largest mu-
rals in the world. It contains over 600 tile mosaic panels and fres-
cos,” says Emaan Sheikh from the Agha Khan Trust for Culture.
Restoration of the mural is just part of a larger project to refurbish
the fort, which includes conservation projects in the royal kitchen,
the summer palace and a basement, according to WCLA’s director
general Kamran Lashari.

Similar work by the WCLA has already been done to revamp
the artwork at the historic Wazir Khan mosque and the Shahi
Hammam-one of the only surviving Turkish Baths in the subcon-
tinent that is approximately 400 years old. The city’s famed Delhi
Gate, which once hosted extravagant Mughal processions arriving
in Lahore from the east, has also been fully restored along with
dozens of homes in the Walled City. Many of those involved in the
project are optimistic.  “The cities which are most famous for
tourism, you can take London, Madrid, Istanbul, Rome, all the pre-
requisites which are available in those cities, are available in La-

In this photograph tourists look at the historic Badshahi Mosque in Lahore. — AFP photos

Tourists visit the historic Badshahi Mosque in Lahore.

Tourists visit the Shahi Hammam, one of the only surviving 400-
year-old Turkish baths in the sub-continent, in Pakistan’s historic
and cultural city of Lahore.

Guide Farhan Bell (left) talks to tourists on a colorful double decker
bus during a ride in Pakistan’s historic and cultural city of Lahore.

Vendors wait for customers on the colorful “food street” in the Pak-
istan’s historic and cultural city of Lahore.

Tourists watch a colorful dancing fountain at the greater Iqbal Park
in Pakistan’s historic and cultural city of Lahore.
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