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Joan Baez is musing about Donald Trump
and even Hitler and what she believes is
their shared lack of empathy. “Most of

the weird ones have their pets,” she told AFP,
referring to Hitler’s German Shepherd,
Blondi. “But I don’t think Trump could even
have a dog. I don’t think there is any feeling
for anybody but himself and his money.” “I
mean Hitler wanted to rule the world. Trump
wants to make money.”  The legendary
1960s protest singer may be on what she in-
sists is her final tour, “Fare Thee Well”, but
she has no intention of going quietly.

Although she spends more time these
days painting than on music, her “retire-
ment” may be more theoretical than real. “If
somebody calls me to do 20 minutes at a
folk festival... or to do something that sup-
ports the resistance to evil because of the
political climate we’re in, then I’ll do it,” said
the 77-year-old. Baez said that standing up
to Trump is far more difficult than the more
straightforward battles her generation had
to face. “For us it was easy... There was Viet-
nam and civil rights. Now there are 50 Viet-
nams going on in the world and there is this
insane narcissistic crazy person creating a
situation we could not have invented,” she
said.  But the singer was cheered by the
courage of teenage survivors of the Florida
high school shooting taking on the US pres-
ident and the gun lobby.

Revolutionary teenagers 
“That young woman (Emma Gonzalez)

was astounding and it might take a revolu-
tion from the 15-year-olds” to rein in Trump,
she said. “The Million Woman March wasn’t
enough to move this administration because
they’re too smart. Trump himself in some
ways is a moron and he’s very, very sick,”
said Baez, whose father was Mexican. “But
he has a way of manipulating words and
people and lying and lying and lying so we
can’t keep up with him.” However, “thanks to
Trump there’s been another explosion (in
feminist consciousness) with #MeToo” that
we haven’t seen for decades.

“It’s really women saying we’ve been
kicked around all of these years and we’ve
had enough. It’s huge.”  There is no such
sound and fury, however, in Baez’s first
album in a decade, “Whistle Down the
Wind”, which is released Friday. Instead it is
a thoughtful meditation on growing old. The
album, which she recorded with Steve Earle,
is about “reflecting on the life of a 77-year-
old woman and the insanity” of staring 80 in
the face, she told AFP during a trip to the
French capital. “Oh my God, it’s very near so
I started saying to myself ‘80! 80! 80!’ until
I could form the words without getting
crazy.

“We all try to avoid getting old,” said the
singer, whose mother lived to 100, and who
insists she is not living in dread of the Grim
Reaper. “I love dancing. If I can’t find a part-
ner then I’ll dance by myself. I practice pi-
lates, I eat very carefully, I’m very
disciplined and my mother and father had
good bones.” 

Writer’s block 
The wooden house surrounded by trees

that Baez has lived in for almost half a cen-
tury in Woodside, California, is almost a
character in her new album, which is book-
ended by two Tom Waits songs, the title
track and “Last Leaf on the Tree”. These
days Baez feels like a last leaf herself with
friends like Paul Simon and Neil Diamond
hanging up their guitars. But she is not losing
sleep over it-nor is she crying over her own
writer’s block. That the woman who penned
the classic “Diamonds & Rust” about her re-
lationship with Bob Dylan can no longer
write may be a tragedy to her fans.

But Baez is sanguine about it. “Either it
comes or it doesn’t and it stopped happen-
ing. I was astonished that all of a sudden I
couldn’t but it was not a big deal.” “I have
written only one song in my career that was
A+ and that was Diamonds & Rust,” she in-
sisted. Dylan once said her “voice was like
that of a siren from some Greek island. Just
the sound of it could put you into a spell.” If
Baez is bothered by forever being reminded
of their brief-if iconic relationship so long
ago, she doesn’t show it.

“There are worse things in the world than
to be linked with Bob Dylan for the rest of
your life. But there hasn’t been any connec-
tion (between us) for 30 years. “What’s left
now is his extraordinary music. When I’m on
stage I look forward to singing a Bob Dylan
song because there’s something about the
way he wrote and the things he wrote.
“Somebody could stand on the stage and
sing 25 Bob Dylan songs and everybody in
the audience knows them. Leonard Cohen
may be a better writer but there’s not the
same relationship with the public. He earned
the (Nobel) prize,” Baez said. — AFP

The Rolling Stones have been rocking to-
gether for a half century but the legendary
tensions between Keith Richards and

Mick Jagger look to be very much alive.
Richards apologized Wednesday to his band-
mate after the guitarist suggested that the fe-
cund frontman needed a vasectomy. “Mick’s a
randy old b*****d,” Richards told The Wall
Street Journal Magazine.  “It’s time for the snip-
you can’t be a father at that age. Those poor
kids!” he said.

Jagger in December 2016 became a father
for the eighth time when he was 73. His son, De-
veraux Jagger, was born to his girlfriend
Melanie Hamrick, a ballerina in New York who
is four decades his junior. “I deeply regret the

comments I made about Mick in the WSJ which
were completely out of line,” Richards wrote on
Twitter, saying he also apologized to Jagger in
person. The Stones have endured despite
decades of hard-living and internal tumult. 

In 2010, Richards published a memoir,
“Life,” in which he openly derided Jagger as a
needy prima donna and said the other band-
mates mocked him as “Her Majesty.” Richards
even cast doubt on Jagger’s private parts, say-
ing the swaggering singer had a “tiny todger.”
The latest incident comes just after the Stones-
some of the highest-earning musicians on the
live circuit-announced a new tour leg of Europe
to begin on May 17 in Dublin. — AFP

Leonardo DiCaprio and Brad Pitt-two of Hol-
lywood’s biggest stars-are teaming up for
Quentin Tarantino’s next project, a movie set

in the 1969 Hollywood hippy era around the
Charles Manson murders. Movie studio Sony
Pictures said on Wednesday that the film was
called “Once Upon a Time in Hollywood” and
will feature DiCaprio as the former star of a
Western TV series, and Pitt as his longtime stunt
double. It’s the first time the two actors have
starred in a feature film together.

“Both are struggling to make it in a Holly-
wood they don’t recognize anymore. But Rick
(DiCaprio) has a very famous next-door
neighbor ... Sharon Tate,” Sony Pictures said
in a statement. Tate, the pregnant actress wife
of director Roman Polanski, was murdered in
1969 by followers of Manson, one of America’s
most notorious criminals. Manson died in No-
vember 2017 at the age of 83 while serving a
life sentence.

The movie is to be released on Aug 9, 2019,
exactly 50 years after Tate and four friends were
stabbed or shot dead. Tarantino said he had
been working on the script for five years and had
lived in the Los Angeles area for most of his life,

“including in 1969, when I was seven years old.”
“I’m very excited to tell this story of an LA and
a Hollywood that don’t exist anymore. And I
couldn’t be happier about the dynamic teaming
of DiCaprio and Pitt,” he said in a statement.

DiCaprio won an Oscar in 2016 for his role in
“The Revenant” while Pitt was Oscar-nominated
for performances in “Moneyball” and “The Cu-
rious Case of Benjamin Button.” Tarantino has
two Oscars for the screenplays of “Django Un-
chained” and “Pulp Fiction,” both of which he
also directed. — Reuters

Veteran singer Joan Baez 
muses on Trump ... and Hitler

In this file photo US folk singer Joan Baez per-
forms in Carhaix-Plouguer, western of France,
during the Vieilles Charrues music festival. — AFP

Leonardo DiCaprio and  Brad Pitt

This file photo shows Rolling Stones’ Mick Jagger and Keith Richards (right) perform during the inauguration
concert of the U Arena hall, new stadium of the French Rugby Union club Racing 92 in Nanterre. — AFP
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