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CARACAS: The situation in economically depressed
Venezuela is so dire, workers at one zoo are slaughtering
animals to feed others-with two emaciated pumas poster
kids of sorts for the distressing state of affairs. The zoo-
located in the town of San Francisco in Zulia state-closed
down this month after horrific pictures surfaced showing
starving animals.  The list of malnourished creatures in-
cludes a lion, a Bengal tiger, a jaguar and several birds of
prey, zoo staffers told AFP recently.

Ducks, pigs and goats have been sacrificed to feed
other animals.  The bone-thin pumas were saved from
poachers, and photos of them published in the newspaper
Panorama have shocked people across this oil-rich coun-
try-saddled by hyperinflation and acute food and medi-
cine shortages as a result of lower petroleum prices. The
big cats were skinny when they first arrived at the zoo, but
later got better. However, with Venezuela’s latest crisis “it
is as if they shrank,” one zoo worker said.

A male and a female Andean condor, born in captivity
and brought to the park as part of a breeding program to
save the endangered species, have gone weeks without
being fed properly. Two birds of prey were so hungry they
cannibalized a cage mate, staffers said. “The Bengal tiger

had been the heftiest, and the lion, as it was very old, was
skinny but it also lost weight,” a staffer said. To get around
the lack of meat, zoo officials started hunting iguanas,
which run wild in the zoo, and fishing tilapia from lagoons
in the facility.

‘Dark age’ for zoos 
Besides the lack of feed, Zulia’s only zoo, on the border

with Colombia, has been beset by theft. In 2016, at least 40
animals including a tapir were stolen, presumably by peo-
ple looking to salvage meat-as Venezuelans are struggling
mightily. The minimum wage, equivalent to $27 a month at
the official exchange rate, is barely enough to buy two kilos
(4.5 pounds) of meat.  So people are living off rice and tu-
bers like yuca-also known as cassava according to a study
by major Venezuelan universities. It said a staggering 87
percent of the population was living in poverty last year.
Dirwings Arrieta, the mayor of San Francisco, has an-
nounced an overhaul at the zoo including upgrades to the
water system and raises for staff-but said nothing about all
the hungry animals. Other zoos are also hurting.

In 2016 at the Caricuao Zoo in Caracas, a horse was
killed by assailants who salvaged its flesh to eat. In the
state of Falcon, two wild pigs were stolen from a zoo.
Peacocks and other birds have been stolen from Bararida
Zoo in Barquisimeto, 250 kilometers southwest of Cara-
cas, said Carlos Silva, a veterinarian who has worked
there for 13 years. Citing the situation in Zulia, Mexican
actor and philanthropist Raul Julia, who runs a wildlife
foundation in California, has offered to help the animals.
Silva said zoos in Venezuela are enduring a “dark age.”
“What we have seen in Zulia is something you see in
countries at war. All because of politics, of which the an-
imals know nothing.— AFP 

BEIJING: China expressed anger yesterday after
the US Senate passed a bill promoting closer US
ties with Taiwan, but the step drew praise from the
self-ruled island which pledged to deepen coop-
eration. The move adds to tensions between China
and the United States, already at loggerheads over
trade, with President Xi Jinping’s close economic
advisor Liu He in Washington this week to try and
avert a trade war. Several top US steel and alu-
minum executives have been invited to the White
House later on Thursday
for what could be a major
trade announcement, ac-
cording to two people fa-
miliar with the meeting.

US President Donald
Trump has vowed to take
steps to crack down on im-
ports of steel and aluminum
and has been considering
imposing hefty tariffs on
imports of the metals from China and other coun-
tries. Beijing considers democratic Taiwan to be a
wayward province and integral part of “one
China”, ineligible for state-to-state relations, and
has never renounced the use of force to bring the
island under its control. Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Hua Chunying said though the bill
was not legally binding and seriously violates the
“one China” principle.

“China is strongly dissatisfied with this and res-
olutely opposes it, and has already lodged stern rep-

resentations with the US side,” she told a daily news
briefing. The “one China” principle is the foundation
for China-US ties, Hua added. China urges the
United States to cease official exchanges with Tai-
wan and “prudently and appropriately handle issues
related to Taiwan to avoid seriously interfering with
and damaging China-US relations”, she said. The
Senate passed the Taiwan Travel Act by unanimous
consent. It passed the House of Representatives in

January, also without op-
position. The legislation
only needs Trump’s sig-
nature to become law.

The bill says it should
be US policy to allow of-
ficials at all levels to
travel to Taiwan to meet
their Taiwanese coun-
terparts, permit high-
level Taiwanese officials
to enter the United

States “under respectful conditions” and meet with
US officials, and encourage Taiwanese economic
and cultural representatives to conduct business in
the United States. White House officials did not im-
mediately respond when asked if Trump planned to
sign the legislation. It would be unusual for a pres-
ident to veto a measure that passed unanimously.

Taiwan praises ‘joint values’
Taiwan’s Foreign Ministry thanked the United

States for the unanimous support for the bill and
for the US government’s increasingly friendly and
open attitude towards Taiwan. 

“The Foreign Ministry will keep developing
an even more substantive cooperative relation-
ship with the United States, to promote both

sides’ joint values and mutually-beneficial inter-
ests,” it said. Taiwan’s Presidential Office said the
United States was its most important interna-
tional ally, and that it would discuss the matter
with the United States and further strengthen
relations. —Reuters
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TAIPEI: Visitors walk past the Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall in Taipei. Taiwan protesters
splashed red paint on the coffin of former ruler Chiang Kai-shek, calling for authorities to speed
up a plan to erase all symbols of the island’s authoritarian past. —AFP 

Venezuela’s woes 
spread to zoos as 
animals feed on 
each other MOSCOW: President Vladimir Putin unveiled an array of new nuclear weapons

yesterday, in one of his most bellicose speeches in years, saying they could hit
almost any point in the world and not be intercepted. Speaking weeks before an
election he is expected to win, Putin also said that a nuclear attack on any of
Moscow’s allies would be regarded as an attack on Russia itself and draw an im-
mediate response. Putin, who polls indicate should be easily re-elected on March
18, backed his tough rhetoric with video clips of some of the new missiles he was
talking about, which were projected on a giant screen behind him at the confer-
ence hall in central Moscow where he was addressing Russia’s political elite. 

“They have not succeeded in holding Russia back,” said Putin, referring to
the West. “Now they need to take account of a new reality and understand
that everything I have said today is not a bluff.” Among the new weapons that
Putin said were either in development or ready: a new intercontinental ballistic
missile, a small nuclear warhead that could be attached to cruise missiles, un-
derwater nuclear drones, a supersonic weapon and a laser weapon. The audi-
ence, made up of Russian lawmakers and other leading figures, frequently
stood up and applauded his presentation, which culminated with the Russian
national anthem being played.

Putin, who has dominated his country’s political landscape for the last 18
years and often used anti-Western rhetoric to mobilize support, said the tech-
nological advances meant that NATO’s build-up on Russia’s borders and the
roll-out of a US anti-missile system would be rendered useless. “I hope that
everything that was said today will sober up any potential aggressor,” said
Putin. “Unfriendly steps towards Russia such as the deployment of the (US)
anti-missile system and of NATO infrastructure nearer our borders and such
like, from a military point of view, will become ineffective.” —Reuters
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