
SEOUL: South Korean President Moon Jae-in
described Japan’s wartime use of “comfort
women” as a “crime against humanity” yester-
day in some of his strongest comments yet,
sparking an immediate protest from his key ally
in containing North Korea. Moon said during a
speech marking a national holiday commemo-
rating Korean resistance to Japanese occupation
- his first since taking office last year - that Japan
was in no position to de-
clare the emotionally
charged issue settled.
“To resolve the comfort
women issue, the Japan-
ese Government, the
perpetrator, should not
say the matter is closed,”
Moon said. “The issue of
a crime against human-
ity committed in time of
war cannot be closed
with just a word. A genuine resolution of unfor-
tunate history is to remember it and learn a les-
son from it.” 

His comments drew an immediate rebuke
from Tokyo. Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary
Yoshihide Suga described Moon’s comments as
“extremely regrettable”. Suga, speaking at a
regular briefing, also urged cooperation be-
tween South Korea and Japan to tackle the
threat posed by North Korea. The two Koreas
have pursued a thaw in relations that began

ahead of last month’s Winter Olympics in South
Korea, but Seoul remains a key part of the inter-
national push to increase pressure on Py-
ongyang to abandon its nuclear weapons and
ballistic missile programs.

Japan and South Korea share a bitter history
that includes Japan’s 1910-45 colonization of the
peninsula and the use of “comfort women”,
Japan’s euphemism for women - many of them

Korean - forced to work
in its wartime brothels.
Japan apologized to the
women and provided a 1
billion yen ($9.4 million)
fund to help them under
a 2015 deal with Moon’s
conservative predeces-
sor, but South Korea has
recently sought to revisit
the issue. “These details
were agreed by South

Korea and Japan and we find it unacceptable
and extremely regrettable,” Suga said.

Historic tensions
Moon, speaking at the site of a former jail

where Korean independence fighters were im-
prisoned by Japanese forces, said South Korea
was not looking for “special treatment” from
Tokyo. However, he hoped Japan pursued “sin-
cere self-reflection” and “squarely face the truth
of history and justice with the universal con-

science of humanity”. Japan also formally com-
plained on Monday after South Korea’s foreign
minister raised the issue at the top UN rights
body, warning that it should not be allowed to
harm bilateral relations at a critical time in East

Asia. A South Korean panel set up to investigate
the deal concluded late last year that the agree-
ment failed to meet the needs of the thousands
of girls and women forced to work in Japan’s mil-
itary brothels. — Reuters
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New Zealand’s spy 
papers reveal 1981 
bid to kill Queen
WELLINGTON: A mentally disturbed teenager tried to assassi-
nate Queen Elizabeth II during a 1981 visit to New Zealand and
police covered up the botched attempt, according to official doc-
uments released yesterday.  Christopher Lewis fired a single shot
towards the Queen’s car as she toured the South Island city of
Dunedin, the documents from New Zealand’s Security Intelligence
Service (SIS) spy agency revealed.

No one was hurt and police reportedly assured members of
the royal party who asked about a gunshot that they had simply
heard a firework exploding.  Lewis, 17 at the time, was picked up
soon after on an unrelated armed robbery charge and made a
rambling confession about his attempt on the monarch’s life.While
police said he was delusional and “lives in a dream world” they
found a .22 rifle and spent cartridge in the building where he said
the attempt took place.

He claimed to be a member of a right-wing organization called
the National Imperial Guerilla Army, which police concluded had
only three members.  Officers at the time decided against charging
him with treason over the October 1981 assassination attempt but
pursued firearms and robbery charges.  The SIS documents, re-
leased publicly in response to a media request and seen by AFP,
show police were concerned the incident would become public
and conspired to keep it secret.

The New Zealand Herald said authorities were worried it might

jeopardize future royal visits to the former British colony. “Lewis
did indeed originally intend to assassinate the Queen,” the docu-
ments say.  “However (he) did not have a suitable vantage point
from which to fire, nor a sufficiently high-powered rifle for the
range from the target.” Lewis had a string of serious criminal con-
victions and was in jail for murder when he killed himself in 1997.

Floral nightie
The Queen’s role as head of the Commonwealth has made her

a high-profile target for extremist groups and the mentally unwell
over the years.  In 1982, unemployed decorator Michael Fagan had
a few drinks and scaled the walls of Buckingham Palace, climbing
up a drainpipe to enter the Queen’s London residence. He wan-
dered into her bedroom and reportedly sat on the end of the bed
for a chat with the perturbed monarch before a palace staffer
lured him away with the promise of a shot of whiskey.

Fagan later described the Queen’s floral nightie and said he
was motivated by a desire to meet his head of state. Another 17-
year-old threatened the Queen’s security in 1981, just four months
before Lewis’ attempt, when Marcus Sarjeant fired six blanks at
her during the trooping the color ceremony in London. He was
quickly overpowered and sentenced to five years in prison for
treason.  An unconfirmed assassination plot occurred in Australia
in 1970 when a train carrying the Queen hit a log as she was trav-
elling to Lithgow, west of Sydney. A local police officer said un-
known extremists put the log there to derail the train and send it
down an embankment. It turned out the engine was travelling too
slowly and merely pushed it along the tracks. There was a far more
sinister scheme in 1981, when the Queen opened an oil terminal
in the remote Shetland Islands, north of Scotland.  It was the
height of The Troubles in Northern Ireland and the anti-British
IRA smuggled a powerful bomb into the facility. However, a det-
onator failed to fire and the Queen was unharmed. — AFP 

Sri Lanka probes 
‘disappearances’
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka has appointed commissioners to a
special panel tasked with investigating war-era disappear-
ances, three years after President Maithripala Sirisena was
elected promising justice for victims of the island’s bloody
ethnic conflict. The Office of Missing Persons was officially
launched Wednesday by Sirisena, who has faced international
censure for repeated delays in probing atrocities by troops
and Tamil rebels during the decades-long civil war. 

Sri Lanka narrowly avoided sanctions when Sirisena came
to power in January 2015 pledging investigations into war-
time abuses, which the previous regime refused to even ac-
knowledge. Parliament agreed two years ago to the first steps
toward reconciling its war-era past-tracing about 20,000
people who went missing during 37 years of fighting.

But the process stalled amid resistance from the army and
Sirisena’s own coalition, which has been plagued by infighting
in recent times. “The OMP is tasked with determining the status
of all missing persons in Sri Lanka and is the first pillar of the
transitional justice mechanisms,” the government said in a state-
ment. The panel has the power to recommend compensation
and clear the way for next of kin to take legal action against
those responsible for the disappearance of their loved ones. The
government appointed seven commissioners to the panel, which
will be headed by senior lawyer Saliya Peiris. — AFP
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S Korea leader lashes Japan over 
wartime use of ‘comfort women’

Moon says Japan cannot declare the issue settled

SEOUL: Activists dressed as colonial-era Japanese soldiers re-enact a crackdown of the
independence movement during celebrations of the 99th Independence Movement Day
against the 1910-1945 Japanese colonial rule in Seoul yesterday. — AFP 


