
BRUSSELS: Donald Tusk defended an EU plan
to control Northern Ireland’s trade regulation
after Brexit which has angered the British, saying
he would ask Prime Minister Theresa May if she
had any better idea. Before lunching with May
in London on the eve of her setting out her vi-
sion of an EU-UK trade deal, EU summit chair
Tusk said Wednesday’s proposal to keep North-
ern Ireland in an EU customs union, creating
possible barriers with the British mainland, was
the best option to avoid
a “hard border” with EU
member Ireland.

“Until now, no-one
has come up with any-
thing wiser than that,”
the European Council
president told a confer-
ence in Brussels. “In a
few hours I will be ask-
ing in London whether
the UK government has a better idea, that would
be as effective in preventing a hard border be-
tween Ireland and Northern Ireland.” May will
lay out her views on how to keep trade open be-
tween all of the United Kingdom and the Euro-
pean Union on Friday; Tusk will set out the EU
negotiating proposals early next week, prepar-
ing for trade talks to begin after May has met the
other 27 EU leaders at a summit in Brussels in
three weeks time.

Britain argues that it can avoid creating fron-

tier checks in Ireland that could reignite sectar-
ian conflict in the north by technological and ad-
ministrative innovations for a “smart border” that
would maintain “frictionless trade”. In publishing
on Wednesday its first draft of a withdrawal
treaty which both sides hope to agree by Octo-
ber, the EU said it would be happy to consider
that. But in the meantime it was writing into clear
legal language the “backstop” position it insists
May agreed to in December. That position, how-

ever, left May’s key
Unionist allies in Belfast
furious that the EU plan
would threaten their
constitutional link to the
British mainland. 

‘Pure illusion’
Rhetoric on both

sides has toughened in
recent weeks as the dif-

ficulties of reaching a deal to avoid economic
chaos when Britain leaves in 13 months have
come into sharper focus. The pound softened
yesterday as investors focused on warnings from
Brussels that a deal, which would also give busi-
ness an extra couple of years to adjust to Brexit,
was not yet guaranteed. While it is not clear
what trade solutions May will present on Friday,
suggestions that it will involve different “bas-
kets” of economic sectors differentiated by their
degree of regulatory alignment with the EU

prompted Tusk last week to describe such ideas
as “pure illusion”. Others call it “cherry-picking”.

Yesterday, at a forum run by the EU employ-
ers federation Business Europe, the conservative
former Polish premier renewed his skeptical ap-
praisal of talk of “frictionless trade” once May
carries out a plan to leave the single market and
customs union. “There can be no frictionless
trade outside of the customs union and the Sin-

gle Market,” Tusk said. “Friction is an inevitable
side effect of Brexit. By nature.” Britons opposed
to leaving the EU are fighting a rearguard action
that seeks to use May’s weakness in her own
Conservative party and in parliament to disrupt
it-though there is little sign public opinion has
shifted far from the roughly 50-50 split which
delivered a narrow vote for Brexit in a 2016 ref-
erendum. — Reuters
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LONDON: Pro-EU demonstrators wave flags outside 10 Downing Street in central London
yesterday. — AFP 
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German man 
arrested with
Afghan Taleban
KANDAHAR: A German national has been ar-
rested with the Taleban in Afghanistan’s insur-
gency-racked Helmand province, Afghan
officials said, one of the only Europeans found
among the militants throughout the 16-year war.
The man, who calls himself Abdul Wadood and
was pictured wearing a black turban with a long,
reddish beard, identified himself as a German
resident of Frankfurt and spoke German, provin-
cial officials and the Afghan army have said.  

He was serving as an adviser to Maulavi Nasir,
the commander of the Taleban’s elite “Red Unit”
in Helmand, said Abdul Qadeer Bahadurzai, a
spokesman for the 215th Army Corps-a claim that
was also made by a local police chief. The Tale-
ban’s Red Units serve as the insurgents’ special
forces and have carried out many fatal attacks on
the Afghan army and police. Bahadurzai said yes-
terday the man has no identity card or passport. 

There was no immediate statement from Ger-
man officials in Kabul. Afghan commandos aided
by the air force arrested the man during a raid
on a Taleban mine-making centre in Gereshk
district on Monday, officials said, adding that he
was taken first to Camp Bastion and then on to

Kandahar.”This is the first time a European na-
tional has been arrested in Helmand,” Omar
Zwak, spokesman for the provincial governor,
told AFP.  It is also believed to be one of the first
times any European has been detained with the
Taleban in Afghanistan since the US invasion in
late 2001.  

International forces fighting in the country
have spoken in the past of hearing European ac-
cents on intercepted Taleban radio transmis-
sions, and in 2009 NATO forces reportedly
killed an unidentified insurgent with a tattoo of
English football team Aston Villa. But-unlike with
international jihadist groups such as the Islamic
State group or Al-Qaeda-citizens of Western
nations are almost unknown among the Taleban
ranks, with most foreigners hailing from Pakistan,
Central Asia or Arab nations. Perhaps the most
famous Western fighter was John Walker Lindh,
the so-called “American Taleban”, who was cap-
tured in Afghanistan and was sentenced to 20
years in prison in 2002.

Time in Pakistan
In the photographs shared by the Afghan mil-

itary the man, who appears to be in his 40s, is
flanked by two members of the Afghan special
forces dressed in combat gear and with night vi-
sion goggles pulled up onto their helmets.  He is
dressed in a traditional Afghan long shirt and
wide trousers worn under a khaki military jacket.
Bahadurzai said three suspects were detained in
total during the raid. — AFP 

Hamburg Islamist 
knife attacker 
gets life in prison
HAMBURG: A Palestinian jihadist who killed
one man and wounded six other people in a
German supermarket knife rampage last year
was sentenced yesterday to life in prison.
Ahmad Alhaw, 27, had admitted to the murder
and assaults in the river port city of Hamburg.
In delivering the sentence, the judge noted the
“particular severity” of the crime, lowering
Alhaw’s chances of obtaining early release on
parole.  Justice Norbert Sakuth said Alhaw, with
his “unstable personality”, had acted alone after
falling prey to the propaganda of the so-called
Islamic State jihadist group, adding that “in this
way the IS succeeded”. Prosecutors told the
court Alhaw had hoped to kill as many German
Christians as possible to avenge the suffering of
Muslims worldwide, and had hoped “he would
die as a martyr”. Alhaw entered a supermarket
on July 28, snatched a 20-centimetre knife from
the shelves, unwrapped it and fatally stabbed a
50-year-old man. 

As panic broke out, he slashed and stabbed

at others inside and then outside the shop,
shouting “Allahu Akbar” (God is greatest), and
also wounding a 50-year-old woman and four
men. “I saw him run toward me, covered in
blood. He was radiating bloodlust,” a 20-year-
old supermarket worker who locked himself in
a backroom recounted in court. Justice Sakuth
said about the attacker that “if he could have, he
would have killed more people”.

Multiple warnings 
Outside the supermarket, seven mostly mi-

grant bystanders confronted the screaming at-
tacker, hurling rocks and chairs at him and then
subduing him until police arrived. The men-
among them a 30-year-old man of Turkish de-
scent who was wounded in the struggle-have
since been celebrated and honored for their
courage.  One of them, Afghan asylum seeker
Toufiq Arab, told Bild daily: “I’m not a hero, I
only did my duty.”

The Islamist attack was Germany’s first since
December 2016 when Tunisian Anis Amri
ploughed a stolen truck through a Berlin Christ-
mas market in an attack that claimed 12 lives.
Germany’s parliament decided this week that
the Amri case will be subject of a special inquiry
to assess how he was able to slip through the
net of multiple security services before staging
his bloody attack. — AFP
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