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Coastguards foil
drug smuggling
attempt
By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: Three persons were arrested
while trying to smuggle drugs into the coun-
try by sea. Coastguard patrols stopped a
boat that entered Kuwait’s territorial waters
illegally from the south, and when they in-
spected it, they found 128 pieces of drugs
there. The three Iranian nationals were sent
to the proper authorities to face drug smug-

gling and trafficking charges among others.

Search for reckless driver
The traffic department, in cooperation

with Ahmadi detectives, located a red car
whose driver committed reckless acts and
endangered his life and those of others, then
collided with a police patrol before escaping,
the Interior Ministry announced yesterday.
The car’s owner reportedly painted his vehi-
cle white in a bid to mislead detectives, but
they were still able to identify it from marks
on its body caused by the accident. No ar-
rest was made as the owner of the house
where the vehicle was located said that its
owner had left it there and escaped. Investi-
gations are ongoing to put the suspect under
arrest. 

Officers fight
A special task forces officer physically as-

saulted a traffic policeman for issuing him a
traffic ticket. The attacker was sent to Sharq
police station and detained pending further in-
vestigations in the case. Separately, a police-
man was held for questioning as he is accused
of helping a person wash police vehicles using
a water hose; a practice that is banned in
Kuwait for environmental reasons. Authorities
launched an investigation into the case after
video footage allegedly showing a policeman
assisting the man in washing the cars went viral
on social media.

Environmental crime
A person sentenced to jail after committing

a serious environmental crime was arrested at

Kuwait International Airport where he tried to
escape out of the country. Airport officers no-
tified relevant authorities after the identity
verification system showed that the man is
banned from traveling and must be arrested
to serve a jail sentence. The suspect was re-
portedly found guilty of discharging haz-
ardous material into a desert area; a crime
punishable by jail and a fine of up to KD
10,000 according to the environmental law.

Smuggling foiled
A man was arrested at Kuwait International

Airport shortly after his arrival from abroad
after two kilograms of marijuana were found in
his luggage. Customs officers made the discov-
ery, based on which the passenger was ar-
rested and taken to concerned authorities.

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Fire Service Directorate
(KFSD) is holding the 16th Firemen’s Day festival
from March 1 - 3, 2018 at the Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Cultural Center on the Arabian Gulf Road.
Deputy Prime Minister and State Minister for Cab-
inet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh praised the great role that
firefighters play in Kuwait. “We are proud of the
work of firefighters who risk their lives to save oth-
ers’ lives and property,” he stated during the open-
ing ceremony of the festival held yesterday. “This
festival focuses on highlighting the work of firefight-
ers and other military and civil authorities which also
deal with cases of fires and accidents to save lives.
This event allows the public to know more about the
firefighter’s job in dealing with fires, rescue, and help
operations.” 

KFSD Director Lieutenant General Khaled Al-
Mikrad said meanwhile that the purpose of celebrat-
ing this day is to express gratitude and appreciation
for the hard work of all firefighters around the world.
“I invite the public to come and enjoy the entertain-
ing and awareness activities of this festival,” he
pointed out.

Undersecretary of Kuwait National Guard Lieu-

tenant General Hashim Al-Rifai also attended the
opening ceremony, and noted that the National
Guard is participating in this festival based on the
Amiri Decree which issued in 1967, and by which the
authority was formed to support other public au-
thorities and execute their demanded duties. “After
50 years, the firefighting unit at the National Guard
had developed and it serves to complete the de-
mands of KFSD, as we support them during crises
and disasters. Furthermore we cooperate in trainings
and communications to facilitate the work of both
departments,” he explained.

Deputy Director General for Development Sec-
tor and Human Resources at KFSD Major General
Khaled Al-Terket stressed that the 16th Firemen’s
Day coincides with the World Civil Defense Day,
which is celebrated by members of the International
Civil Defense Organization (ICDO), which Kuwait
joined in May 2015. Its slogan for this year is ‘Civil
Defense and National Institutions against Disasters’.
KFSD will present this slogan with the ‘Shamel 4’
training that will be held next week, he noted.

“There are 41 fire stations all over Kuwait, in
which 3490 firefighters are working, out of the total
number of 4,800 who operate 444 rescue and fire-
fighting machines and tools in addition to 41 boats,”

he said. “Firefighters dealt with 14,087 reports in
2017 according to the annual statistics, which in-
cludes 4,882 fire incidents, 4,880 rescues, 1,901
public service cases, and 3,216 different operations.
Also, the Prevention Department at KFSD issued

26,527 prevention licenses for various purposes. In
addition, inspection units issued 8,838 cautions, 670
fines, and conducted 25 administrative shutdowns of
institutions which committed serious violations that
cause danger on lives,” concluded Terket. 

Firefighters who risk their lives to save others: Minister

Kuwait celebrates
16th Firemen’s Day

Deputy Prime Minister and State Minister for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh (center) is taken on a tour around
an exhibition held as part of the event.

A KFSD boat-display during the event.

KUWAIT: Officials attend the opening ceremony of the 16th Firemen’s Day festival yesterday. —Photos by Joseph Shagra


