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BEIJING: A group photo taken during a reception hosted by the Kuwaiti embassy in China to celebrate the
57th National Day and the 27th Liberation Anniversary of Kuwait. —KUNA

BEIJING: The State of Kuwait and the People’s
Republic of China are both eager to collaborate
on Al-Harir City and the five Kuwaiti Islands’
development projects, said Kuwait’s Ambassa-
dor to China Sameeh Johar Hayat late Wednes-
day.  Hayat’s statement came on the sidelines of
the Kuwaiti embassy’s celebration of the 57th
National Day, the 27th Liberation Day, and the
12th Anniversary of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s
ascension of office.  The festivities were held in
the capital Beijing.

After meeting with the Assistant Chinese
Foreign Minister Chen Xiaodong on the side-
lines of the celebrations, Hayat said that both
countries were eager to develop relations on
various platforms especially within the energy
sector, infrastructural development, and mass
communication. Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti Am-
bassador delivered a speech during the cele-
bration, welcoming all those who took part in
the festivities.

Kuwait, which established diplomatic ties with
China in 1971, is amongst the first Arab countries
to sign the Chinese ‘One Belt One Road’ Initiative
aimed at the economic prosperity of Eurasia
countries, said the Ambassador who affirmed that

this step was reflective of his country’s keenness
on developing ties with China.  Hayat took the
chance to thank the Chinese government and
people on their stance during the Iraqi invasion
in 1990 and the subsequent liberation of Kuwait
in 1991.  Kuwait and China are eager to pursue
more cooperation in the near future in order to
achieve the aspiration of both the Kuwaiti and
Chinese people, he affirmed.  The Kuwaiti Am-
bassador took the chance to congratulate His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah, His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, and the Kuwaiti people on the advent
of the national celebrations, wishing his country
further progress and development. A score of
Arab and foreign dignitaries attended the cele-
brations at the Kuwaiti embassy. 

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti embassies in Bhutan
and Mexico celebrated the 57th National Day
and the 27th Liberation Day, and the 12th an-
niversary of His Highness the Amir’s ascension of
office.  The embassies in both countries organ-
ized events displaying Kuwait’s history and cul-
ture. A large crowded of Arab and foreign
dignitaries attended the celebrations held by
both embassies on the advent of Kuwait’s na-
tional days. —KUNA

Kuwait, China eyeing cooperation on
Al-Harir City, islands’ projects: Envoy

Embassies continue to celebrate Kuwait’s national days

KD 77.843 million
paid unlawfully in
labor allowances
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission
(CSC) is still collecting money that was
paid illegally to Kuwaiti employees in the
private sector between August 2009 and
December 2016 as mentioned in recent
State Audit Bureau reports, said Fawzi Al-
Majdali, Secretary General of the Man-
power and Government Restructuring
Program (MGRP). The amounts were re-
portedly paid to people who transferred
to the public sector yet continued to col-
lect monthly allowances the government
pays to private sector employees, Majdali
said. According to the reports, KD 77.843
million were paid unlawfully to 6,195 em-
ployees in the period mentioned above,
but a large number of that amount has al-
ready been recollected in the past two
years, Majdali explained.

Environmental situation
State Minister for Housing Affairs Jinan

Bushehri met with Public Works Minister
Hussam Al-Roumi, and Director of the
Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs

and Fish Resources (PAAAFR) Faisal Al-
Hasawi to coordinate with regards to the
environmental situation at Sabah Al-
Ahmad City. Director of the Public Au-
thority for Roads and Transportation
Ahmad Al-Hussan and Environment Pub-
lic Authority Director Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah attended the meeting.

Bushehri said after the meeting that an
agreement was reached by which
PAAAFR would close down wells located
in the city and revive the tree belt around
it very soon. She said PAAAFR will trans-
port water by tankers from the end of the
treated water channel to the tree belt to
reduce the water level inside the channel,
Bushehri said. Meanwhile, the health min-
istry was contacted to fight pests which
spread around the city from ponds that
formed due to a flooding in the area’s
rainwater drainage system. 

Separately, the Ozone department at
the Environment Public Authority met
with officials from the Commerce and In-
dustry Ministry to discuss issues related
to cooling and air conditioning gases. A
decision was made during the meeting to
prevent any hikes in the prices of gas be-
fore the summer. Meanwhile, three per-
sons were caught hunting inside Jahra
protectorate in coordination with the In-
terior Ministry. The three face punish-
ments of paying KD 50,000 fines each
and possibly jail time. 

Terrorism has
no religion, color,
or race: 
Ambassador
GENEVA: Kuwait yesterday stressed to the
UN Human Rights Council that terrorism
was not linked to a certain religion, race,
ethnicity, or region, affirming that it was the
greatest threat to international peace and
security. This came in a speech delivered by
Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the
United Nations in Geneva Ambassador
Jamal Al-Ghunaim in the 37th Session of the
interactive dialogue with Special Rappor-
teur on the promotion and protection of
human rights and fundamental freedoms
while countering terrorism.  Terrorism is not
only a threat to individuals and communities,
it is a major obstacle to the protection and
promotion of human rights, he said.

Ghunaim added that the 2030 Sustain-
able Development Goals required a concen-
trated international effort to tackle the root
causes of terrorism and extremism, in order
to achieve stability in countries and soci-
eties. Ghunaim stressed Kuwait’s keenness
to combat terrorism in all its forms through
its active participation with the international
community to eradicate this scourge.  He
pointed out that the State of Kuwait has al-
ready implemented a law 85/2013, which

abides by Anti-Money Laundering and
Combating the Financing of Terrorism
(AML/CFT) program, adding that Kuwait
recently hosted the international ministerial
meeting for the coalition to fight the so-
called Islamic State (IS).

At the same time, Ghunaim welcomed the
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the pro-
motion and protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms while countering ter-
rorism and the information presented therein
He reiterated Kuwait’s firm stand by rejecting
all forms of terrorism and extremism regard-
less of their causes, motives and sources. The
37th session of the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil is being held from February 26 to March
23 to discuss UN human rights experts’ re-
ports on human rights issues. —KUNA

Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim


