
Everyone will agree that moving into a new house is
a tough experience that needs a lot of effort. I’m
one of those who consider moving the worse night-

mare ever. It’s not only the fear of change or a new place,
or packing the huge amount of stuff I have, but also the
process of finding a suitable house. This experience is
even harder for a single woman. Many landlords have var-
ious restrictions. Some of them don’t rent to Kuwaitis, and
many refuse to rent to single people. 

It has been a very common practice for many years
that “bachelors” don’t live in buildings for families. But
what is strange is that now landlords are even refusing
to rent a flat to single women. Five out of 20 houses I
visited refused to rent to a single woman, in different
areas including Salwa, Rumaithiya, Qadsiya, Jabriya and
others. For a divorcee, it would be even harder to find
an apartment. 

It’s tough to find a suitable flat, and going through this
experience for the first time makes it more difficult. Time
pressure due to the short notice of the current landlord to
leave the house made the search quick and intensive. With
only a one-month notice to leave, I had to find a house in
two weeks, so visited five to seven buildings daily.

I was constrained in my search due to a certain budg-
et, the locality and minimum space required.
Furthermore, I had a special problem with height, as I
was looking for a high ceiling above 3 meters, which was
very rare in all the houses I visited. I searched for ads of
flats for rent online and in the newspapers. Only two out
of the almost 35 flats that I visited were posted by the
landlord directly. All the rest were posted by real estate
agencies. It turned out they get a commission from both
parties - the landlord and the tenant - although in fact
they only provide a service to the landlord, as the ten-
ants are searching by themselves. 

These agents ask for half the rent value in commission.
In some buildings that are not dealing with an agent, the
haris may ask for a commission too, also around half the
rent. One of the agents asked me to pay the rent from the
middle of this month although I want to move next month,
which is in fact the same as taking a commission of half
the rent.

I had to make a decision within two weeks, so I agreed
to rent one of the flats that I visited. I stopped looking
further for flats and paid a deposit to sign the contract by
the end of the month, when paying the rest of the rent.
When paying the deposit, I found out I had to buy the air
conditioning units myself. Also, only then was I told about
the commission. 

Moreover, after signing the contract, they told me they
will not paint one of the rooms. At this point, it was too
late to start searching for a new house, and I was already
convinced that this was the most suitable flat for my
needs. I was forced to do this job at my own expense, but
I was lucky as a friend helped me due to his dealings with
a painter in his work. 

Although the price of land and properties dropped last
year, which also caused a drop in rent values, this isn’t
seen in all areas. While some apartments - especially big
ones - have seen a fall in rent, rates for smaller ones like
studios or one-room flats have remained the same or even
increased.

The most ridiculously overpriced flat was in Bayan,
where the landlord who newly built this tiny flat in the
yard of his old house asked for KD 360. The 5x5-m area
was turned into an “apartment” of two bedrooms and a
living room. The whole flat was in fact the size of my cur-
rent bedroom. Two other flats were a disaster - so filthy
and old, I wondered how could anyone live in them. The
agent who accompanied me to one of them claimed that
the landlord will paint it and replace the sink and toilet,
but the staircase and yard were also tired and dirty.  

Finding an ideal flat is impossible if you have a limited
budget. There will always be something wrong or missing.
Either the rooms are very tiny, or the rent is high, or the
building doesn’t have an elevator and the flat is on the
third floor. No place to park the car is one of the most
serious problems, and nowadays even buildings with
large flats for families offer only one parking spot.
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Let Ahmad go...

Shoppers throng a local mall during a recent holiday in Kuwait’s Fahaheel area in the south. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

It was heartbreaking to read a report published by
Kuwait Times regarding a young man who is being
held without charge or a fair trial for two years

now. According to the man’s family, Ahmad had a dis-
cussion on Twitter over a religious issue with a person,
and the next day he was arrested by the criminal inves-
tigations department. He hasn’t returned home for
more than two years. All efforts by his family went in
vain and reached a dead end. 

His family has been living in Kuwait since the 1960s,
and clearly, they enjoy living here. Through all these
years, they have adapted to life here and some of their
family members were even born here. They have a nat-
ural right to be treated well and if they have broken
any law, they will accept a fair punishment after normal
legal procedures in court, but not in such a situation.

I believe there is no doubt that detaining anyone
without charges is not only unacceptable, but inhu-
mane, and shouldn’t happen in the first place.
Surprisingly, Ahmad’s family is wondering why no one
is able to explain why he’s in jail or how long he will
be kept there, because he has never faced a court or
even the public prosecution or knows what precisely
is his crime.

No lawyer or embassy can help him because he is
not officially charged...so what is the solution? They
can’t just pretend he doesn’t exist. His family hasn’t
found a solution to free him or even been given a
chance to defend him in court. This is a bizarre situa-
tion indeed. 

Huda, Ahmad’s sister, told Kuwait Times that he is in
the deportation prison for more than two years, after
he spent some time at the criminal investigations
department. Ahmad thinks the person who had an
argument with him on Twitter is behind his incarcera-
tion. According to her, they visited several former and
current members of parliament and contacted the
Kuwait Human Rights Society, but without success. 

I believe the society can intervene to find out the
real reasons for detaining Ahmad, and I am surprised
that they haven’t done anything yet. Also, there is a
human rights committee in the National Assembly that
can investigate the issue, and if Ahmad broke the law
on social media, then he must be put on trial. This is his
right, and to have a lawyer to defend him, and even be
sentenced to imprisonment if proven guilty. This will let
his family know his crime and how many years he will
be jailed and for what reason.

I have to say that I have never come across such an
incident in Kuwait because we all know and respect
the legal procedures here. If his crime is related to vio-
lating the country’s law, this doesn’t mean turning a
blind eye to his case or letting him rot in prison without
charges or receiving a fair trial in court under every-
one’s eyes.

In this article, I wish to make a plea to any authority
that can help this family and this person and put him on
trial to face the consequences and reveal the truth
behind jailing him for all this time. We are not a police
state and we are all equal in the eyes of the law.

PHOTO OF THE DAY

By Nawara Fattahova

nawara@kuwaittimes.net

IN MY VIEW

The nightmare of finding a flat in Kuwait


