
BEIRUT: Sidling down the mean streets of Syria with his
rifle, he picks off his enemies relentlessly: Ahmed is the
hero of the videogame Lebanon’s Hezbollah movement
launched yesterday. The Shiite armed group held a cere-
mony and news conference in Beirut to unveil the latest
production of its electronic media department, which it
named “Sacred Defense - Protecting the Homeland And
Holy Sites”. “It reflects Hezbollah’s experience in Syria,”
Hassan Allam, one of the game’s developers, told AFP.

With a life of 12 hours, the first-person shooter game is
a low-cost spinoff of bestseller “Call of Duty” that glorifies
the group’s battles in the ongoing Syrian conflict. The sce-
nario’s introductory sequence has Ahmed in plain clothes
visiting the Sayyeda Zeinab shrine, one of the holiest Shiite
sites. The mausoleum comes under attack and Ahmed reap-

pears wearing a military uniform in a room whose walls
bear a poster of Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah.

The game allows for a series of different battles, includ-
ing against the Islamic State group, in a variety of different
locations, including Syria’s border with Lebanon. Hezbollah,
which is backed by Iran and is often considered to have
more firepower than Lebanon’s own regular army, deployed
fighters in Syria in 2013.

They have since fought alongside the forces of
President Bashar Al-Assad, an intervention widely seen as
a major factor in the regime’s survival. Two years into the
Syrian conflict, the Assad regime’s grip on Damascus was
tenuous and its days looked numbered, but it has since
regained significant ground. “The idea took shape from real
events on the ground, that took place in Syria, at the
Syrian-Lebanese border and in Lebanon itself,” Allam
explained.

The game, which will sell for $5 in gaming shops, is
expected to be particularly popular in Shiite-dominated
areas such as Beirut’s southern suburbs, where the militia’s
aura is immense. Allam said the aim was to make players
understand “what really happened and what the fighters
who made sacrifices were doing”. Hezbollah has lost many
hundreds of fighters, including senior commanders, since it

deployed some of its forces to Syria. “To finish one level
and move to the next, the player will suffer... He will see
how difficult it is for the resistance fighters,” Allam said.

The battles a player has to win to complete the game
include fighting in Qusayr against rebel groups in 2013,
Hezbollah’s first major military victory in Syria. “Sacred
Defense” ends with the Ras Baalbek battle in Syria’s moun-
tainous border region with Lebanon during which Hezbollah

and Lebanese army troops fought on two separate fronts,
which saw the militants defeated in the summer of 2017.

In a gamer room in southern Beirut among the first to
receive a copy, 25-year-old Hussein Mhanna is testing the
new Hezbollah product. “I don’t know where the shooting is
coming from,” said the young man, who is a videogame
fanatic but was stuck on level 2. “I loved it, I wanted to
shoot everybody.” — AFP 
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Hariri’s office had previously said he would meet
with King Salman and Crown Prince Mohammed.

The Washington Post said yesterday Prince
Mohammed complained he had been unfairly criticized

over Hariri’s resignation. “Now he’s in a better position,”
the newspaper quoted the crown prince as saying.
Hariri’s visit comes after a meeting Monday in Beirut
with Saudi envoy Nizar Al-Alula during which Hariri
said he received and accepted an invitation to travel to
Riyadh. Alula also met Hezbollah ally President Michel
Aoun, who told him of Lebanon’s desire to “maintain the
best relations” with the oil-rich Gulf state. Lebanese
Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri, also a Hezbollah ally,
said he had heard “very positive talk” from Alula about
Lebanon and “its historical and civilized role”, a state-
ment from Berri’s office said.  — Agencies 
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BEIRUT: A Lebanese man plays a computer game created by Hezbollah called “Holy Defense” in a southern suburb
of the capital yesterday. —AFP 

Picture taken with a drone on Tuesday shows snow-covered sailing ships mooring at the boatyard harbor of Kirchdorf on the Baltic Sea island of Poel, northeastern Germany, where bays freeze due to permafrost and night temper-
atures below minus ten degrees Celsius.  —  AFP 


