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China to lift ban 
on imports of 
beef from UK
LONDON: China has agreed to lift a ban on
imports of British beef that was imposed over
a BSE crisis in the 1990s, finance minister
Philip Hammond said on Wednesday. “De-
lighted that I have agreed with Chinese Vice
Premier Hu Chunhua that China will lift the
BSE ban on British beef. This is great news
for British farmers,” he said on Twitter. Ham-
mond is visiting Beijing this week.

The agreement allows official market ac-
cess negotiations to begin, said a government
statement, adding that the process typically
takes around three years. The move comes
after Prime Minister Theresa May’s trade mis-
sion to China in January, when she said China
had agreed to lift a ban on British beef ex-
ports within the next six months. China is the
world’s fastest growing beef market, with im-
ports last year of 700,000 tons, worth about
$3.3 billion. Beef imports from Britain have
been banned since the 1990s following out-
breaks of bovine spongiform encephalopathy
(BSE), commonly called mad cow disease.

British beef exports to China are ex-
pected to be worth £250 million ($328 mil-
lion) in the first five years, said the statement.
The deal comes as Britain prepares to leave
the European Union next year, its biggest
market for agricultural products. “Today’s
announcement is a huge coup for British
businesses who want to access global trading
opportunities as we leave the EU,” said In-
ternational Trade Secretary Liam Fox in the
statement.  —Reuters

LONDON: BP is buying Britain’s top electric
vehicle charging firm Chargemaster and will
initially roll out its ultra-fast chargers across
its filling station network in the UK before
turning its attention to China’s rapidly grow-
ing market. Oil and gas major Royal Dutch
Shell and carmakers Volkswagen and Daimler
have also made investments in the electric ve-
hicle (EV) market, whose growth is being
driven by a shift from polluting fossil fuels.
Like its rivals Shell and France’s Total, BP is
planning to use its vast global network of fill-
ing stations to carve out a position in the EV
market, with demand for petrol forecast to
peak as early as the end of next decade.

“We want to have a leading position in the
UK whatever fuel choice our customers have,”
Tufan Erginbilgic, head of BP downstream,
told Reuters after the company announced

the 130 million pound ($170 million) acquisi-
tion of Chargemaster. BP forecasts that the
global EV fleet will soar to more than 300 mil-
lion by 2040, from just 1 million in 2016, and
said it plans to deploy
ultra-fast 150 kilowatt
chargers able to deliver
100 miles of range in
just 10 minutes across
its 1,200 petrol stations
in Britain over the next
12 months.

Although most EV
drivers charge their
cars at home or at street charging points,
Erginbilgic believes that retail stations will re-
main essential because only they will offer
ultra-fast charging. And as carmakers, battery
manufacturers and power providers look for

ways to extend the use of EVs beyond urban
areas, charging on highways is seen as vital
for extending range. “If EVs will be a mass-
market product, the world needs to have fast

and ultra-fast charg-
ing,” Erginbilgic said.
Chargemaster, which
will be rebranded BP
Chargemaster, oper-
ates more than 6,500
EV charging points
across Britain and has
supplied over 50,000
units across Europe.    

Road to china 
London-based BP plans to invest around

$500 million a year in low carbon technology
and use its experience in Britain to expand into

other rapidly growing markets, first and foremost
Germany and China, Erginbilgic said. “China and
Germany will definitely be some of the priority
markets given the trends_ with our ultra-fast
charging we can actually enable EV scaling up.”

BP announced a partnership in May with
China’s NIO Capital to explore investments in
EVs, energy infrastructure and battery tech-
nology. This followed a joint venture with
Shandong Dongming Petrochemical Group to
develop retail sites across China. “BP sees the
future EV retail market evolving into a model
similar to today’s where drivers charge their
cars in retail sites,” Erginbilgic said. In Janu-
ary, BP invested $5 million in FreeWire Tech-
nologies which manufactures mobile EV rapid
charging systems. A month later it linked up
with car makers Renault-Nissan-Mitsubishi to
develop new battery technology. —Reuters
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End of the line for 
ASIMO, Japan’s 
famed robot?
TOKYO: It has played football with former US
president Barack Obama and danced for German
leader Angela Merkel, but Honda’s ASIMO robot
may have reached the end of the line. Launched in
2000, the humanoid machine resembling a
shrunken spaceman has become arguably Japan’s
most famous robot, wheeled out to impress visiting
politicians over the years.

But Honda said yesterday it may scrap future
generations of ASIMO, now on its seventh iteration.
“We will still continue research into humanoid ro-
bots, but our future robots may not be named
ASIMO,” Honda spokesman Hajime Kaneko said.
The comment came after Japan’s public broadcaster
NHK reported that the Japanese carmaker had ter-
minated ASIMO and dissolved the team making one
of the world’s most famous humanoid robots.

NHK suggested increasingly intense competi-
tion in the field as a reason, pointing to the exam-
ple of US-based Boston Dynamics’ Atlas robot
which can jump on to a high step and even do a
backflip. Honda denied that it had dissolved the
team working on ASIMO, but the brains behind the
bot look likely to shift their expertise to developing
robots with specific applications. “We have ob-
tained lots of technologies while developing
ASIMO, and how to utilize them is one issue,”
Kaneko said.

The company is expected to focus on humanoid
robots that can help care for elderly and disabled
people, NHK said, citing unnamed company sources.
Though never sold commercially, ASIMO attracted
international attention, playing football with Obama
in 2014, dancing for Merkel in 2015, and taking a
selfie with Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turn-
bull the same year. There have been no upgrades to
the model since its seventh generation, which de-
buted in 2011 and can listen to and understand three
people talking simultaneously.—AFP

TOKYO: Honda Motor’s humanoid robot Asimo interacts with visitors at the National Museum of Emerging Sci-
ence and Innovation in Tokyo. —AFP

EU leaders tackle 
eurozone reform
BRUSSELS: After months of delay, EU leaders will
discuss several proposals today, many watered
down, to reform the euro single currency after the
bitter battering of the debt crisis. The bloc’s 27
leaders meeting without Britain will largely work
off proposals set down with great pomp by France
and Germany, known as the Meseberg Declaration,
after the site of a recent meeting between Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel and President Emmanuel
Macron. Europe’s twin engines of EU unity, France
and Germany make up nearly half of the eurozone

economy. But smaller members, led by the Nether-
lands, have voiced their irritation at having the EU’s
future announced from on high by the bloc’s
biggest powers.

First the bad news for Paris. National govern-
ments have for months been haggling over a
French idea of creating some sort of budget ca-
pacity for the 19-nation single currency bloc which
could be used in case of crises or economic shocks.
Even if modest, Macron sees a eurozone budget
as a symbolic step towards a more centralised and
mutually supportive Europe.  But austerity-loving
hardliners, usually led by Germany, fear an unnec-
essary transfer union, with disciplined countries in
the north propping up over-spenders to the south
(think Greece or Italy). —AFP


