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Benicio Del Toro’s
seven best reviewed films 

With this weekend’s ‘Sicario: Day of the Soldado, Benicio Del Toro’ returns to the role of CIA spook Alejandro Gillick for
another round of grim and gritty action south of the border - and adds another entry to a filmography that’s gone in any
number of exciting directions since he notched his first big-screen credit as Duke, the Dog-Faced Boy in Big Top Pee-

wee 30 years ago. There’s clearly no time like the present to take a fond look back at some of his Oscar-winning thespian’s
brightest critical highlights.

1. Sicario (2015)
Some pretty powerful films have been made about the inter-

national drug trade - look no further than Traffic, right next
door to this entry, for proof - and at this point, if you’re

going to throw your cinematic hat in the ring, you’d better be
prepared to add a singular statement to the genre. Director
Denis Villeneuve managed to pull it off with 2015’s Sicario, star-
ring Emily Blunt as an FBI agent who teams up with a pair of
CIA operatives (Josh Brolin and Benicio Del Toro) to bring down
a Mexican cartel. In terms of plot outline, it’s boilerplate stuff -
but in Villeneuve and screenwriter Taylor Sheridan’s hands, and
through the stellar efforts of the well-chosen cast, the end results
are elevated considerably. “Far from being just another crime
story,” wrote the St. Louis Post-Dispatch’s Calvin Wilson,
“Sicario is cinema at its most ambitious.”

2. Traffic (2000)
One of the more darkly ambitious films to make its way through the studio system

over the 20 years, Steven Soderbergh’s Traffic looks at the human cost of the drug
trade by following seemingly unconnected stories that slowly converge. In Mexico,

a police officer (Benicio Del Toro, who won an Oscar for his work) becomes the unwitting
employee of a drug lord; in San Diego, a major dealer (Miguel Ferrer) is targeted by a pair
of DEA agents (Don Cheadle and Luis Guzman); and in the Midwest, a crusading judge
(Michael Douglas) finds his black-and-white views on drugs challenged when his teenage
daughter (Erika Christensen) develops a cocaine addiction. In condensing the six-part BBC
series Traffik, Soderbergh had to trim some of the original’s heft, but Traffic was still a four-
time Academy Award winner (including Best Director) as well as one of the best-reviewed
films of the year, thanks to critics like Andrew Sarris of the New York Observer, who pro-
claimed, “The promise of Sex, Lies, and Videotape has been fulfilled.”

3. Guardians of the Galaxy (2014)
Over the course of his career, Benicio del Toro has yoinked the spotlight from nu-

merous above-the-title stars in all sorts of ways, from the flashy to the subtle -
and although his tenure as the Collector in the Marvel Cinematic Universe hasn’t

allowed him to (ahem) collect much screentime with appearances in Thor: The Dark World,
Avengers: Infinity War, and, most prominently, Guardians of the Galaxy, it’s definitely one
of his more memorably outlandish roles. As his name suggests, he’s known for gathering
stuff, including a number of priceless and powerful artifacts - including an Infinity Stone,
which puts him in the path of the homicidal Thanos on the Mad Titan’s quest to restore
order to the universe by wiping out half of all life. His brief (and apparently illusory) ap-
pearance in 2018’s Infinity War might have briefly convinced audiences he was done for,
but if it seems unlikely we’ll see the Collector again, Del Toro can at least point to his pivotal
role in GotG as a high note. “If you’re old enough to remember when sci-fi and comic
books were fun,” wrote Joe Williams of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, “Guardians of the
Galaxy will be your new favorite movie. If you’re not, it will set a standard for everything
you see.”


