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BARAKIN LADI: In the fields of Nghar, 79
people lie under a vast mound of earth-victims
of a wider massacre that killed more than 200
in villages across Plateau state, central Nigeria.
Thorny branches covering the freshly turned
earth ward off scavengers from the final resting
place. Last weekend, Nghar was one about a
dozen villages in Plateau that was attacked by
hordes of assailants armed with automatic
weapons and machetes.

Locals say the death toll announced by the
state governor could even be an underestimate.
Hundreds of men dressed in black, some of
them with their faces covered, surrounded the
villages and began shooting from nearby hills,
the villagers said in accounts confirmed by po-
lice. It unleashed hell on a countryside of
breathtaking beauty, a place where domes of
rock rise out of lush agricultural land and cattle
roam peacefully.

Mafwak Mature, 68, burst into tears in front
of the mass grave where his neighbors are
buried. “Those who attacked us burnt every-
thing,” he said. “My house has been razed, they
looted all the valuable items, the motorbikes, the
fertilizers I used for my farm, even the television.
“All I have left are the clothes I am wearing
now,” he added, pointing to his worn grey suit.

Burnt alive 
When the first shots rang out around the re-

mote village on Saturday at about 3:00 pm,
many people in Nghar instinctively shut them-
selves away and prayed to God to save them.
Thirteen people from the same family were
trapped and burnt alive when the gunmen set

their house on fire. Their blackened bodies
were taken away the next day on what was left
of the corrugated roofs. Those who tried to flee
were brutally cut down.

In Nghar and other villages, residents blame
nomadic ethnic Fulani Muslim herders of car-
rying out the attacks against “indigenous”
mainly Christian farming communities. The at-
tacks were the latest in a seemingly endless
cycle of tit-for-tat violence that has gained in
intensity in central Nigeria in recent months.

Access to land and water is the main driver
of the long-running conflict. But it has taken a
dangerous turn and become part of Nigeria’s
divisive identity politics in a country where
population growth is putting scarce resources
under pressure. Plateau has historically been a
hotbed of violence between Christians and
Muslims, which make up roughly half of Nige-
ria’s more than 180 million people. But unlike in
other central states such as Benue or Taraba,
which have also seen bloody communal clashes
since January, there has been a fragile peace in
recent years.

Reconciliation efforts have been brokered
by the authorities and non-governmental or-
ganizations. With a resurgence in tensions,
some settled Fulani who have lived and traded
alongside the local ethnic Berom majority for
generations, fear being lumped in with the trou-
blemakers. “Those who came here are foreign-
ers, we don’t know anything about them,” said
the head of the Fulani community in Nghar,
Chiroma Yacu. “I was born here and my father
died here. We have been living in peace to-
gether for a long time.”

On the move 
Now there is suspicion. By gutted homes and

still-smoldering burnt-out cars, Christians point
bitterly at Muslim areas which were mostly
spared from the wave of violence. In the village
of Ganaropp, where 35 people were killed on
Saturday, “people who fled to the mosque were
lucky”, said Pam Nuhu. “We were eating our
evening meal when the shootings started around
5:30,” the 54-year-old father of seven children
recalled calmly. 

“I asked my family to run for their life and to
go to the church. My first son was shot dead in
the forehead. He was 19 years old and had just

finished secondary school.” Nuhu and others
like him who lost everything are now on the
move. Mattresses, televisions, plastic bowls and
sacks of rice are loaded onto the roofs of old
cars or rented goods lorry.

One after the other, in deathly silence, heavily
armed soldiers and police escort families as they
drive to more secure nearby towns. “I’m leaving
to Mangu because I’m afraid, I’m really afraid,”
said Paulina Auta, as she carried huge bags from
her house to a grey people-carrier. “I don’t
know what I can do now, I have to start again
from scratch, but if I live in this town they will
come and do it again.” —AFP

Nigerian villagers bury their 
dead after attacks, then flee

A man stands by his possessions as Christian villagers evacuate the Ganaropp village in the Barikin Ladi area
near Jos. —AFP

Indian court orders 
compensation for 
trafficking victims
MUMBAI: An Indian court has ordered the
government to pay compensation to a child
trafficking survivor even though her case
has yet to be tried, a ruling aid workers said
could help hundreds of other victims get
the money they need to move on with their
lives. The Calcutta High Court said it would
be “gross inhumanity” to delay compensa-
tion further in a country where cases can
take years to come to trial, as it ordered
state authorities to pay up within 10 days.

“Denial of compensation to such (a)
victim would continue such violation and
perpetrate gross inhumanity on the victim
in question,” said the court in its ruling on
Monday.  The victim was just 14 when she
was sold to a brothel in the western In-
dian city of Pune, about 1,200 miles from
her home in West Bengal state, in 2013.
She applied under a government scheme
for 500,000 Indian rupees (about
$7,000) in compensation for the physical

injuries and mental agony she suffered,
but was turned down because the trial of
her case had not begun.     

Earlier appeals to local judicial bodies
were also turned down for the same reason.
Campaigners said the high court’s ruling
would help win compensation for more res-
cued victims. “We rescue 200 to 250 traf-
ficked girls every year who are from West
Bengal. We will now file applications for all
the rescued victims,” Ravi Kant, founder of
anti-trafficking charity Shakti Vahini, told
the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

“In the absence of any state-sponsored
rehabilitation, which is the right of the vic-
tim, this compensation can help them move
ahead in life.” Most of the more than 8,000
human trafficking cases recorded in India
in 2016 involved victims from West Bengal,
according to India’s National Crime
Records Bureau. Girls are lured with the
promise of jobs in the city only to be sold
into domestic servitude or sexual slavery.
“The judgment is significant as the trial has
not begun,” said lawyer Kaushik Gupta,
who represented the survivor. “The police
have arrested two people, but are still look-
ing out for two more people, including the
main trafficker.” —Reuters

US says India 
talks a ‘priority’ 
NEW DELHI: US Ambassador to the United
Nations Nikki Haley said yeserday that a top-
level strategic dialogue with India will take
place as soon as possible, after Washington
put off the meeting for a second time in
months. The talks were expected to cover is-
sues including US sanctions against Russia
and Iran, arms sales and trade.

India and the United States have built close
political and defense ties and US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo and Defense Secretary
Jim Mattis were due to hold joint talks with
their Indian counterparts in Washington on
July 6. But Pompeo called Indian Foreign Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj on Wednesday night to
say that the United States had to postpone the
meeting because of unavoidable reasons, the
Indian foreign ministry said. 

The so-called two-plus-two talks are the
highest level of dialogue between the United
States and India and were agreed by U.S.
President Donald Trump and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi last year.  Haley, who
is on a visit to New Delhi, told Reuters that the
talks were a priority and would happen soon.
“It’s not just that it’s going to happen, they are
now willing to come here if they need to, or
travel to make sure the two plus two happens.

It is a priority. It’s something that needed to
happen. It’s important,” she said.

No new dates have been announced. The
meeting was originally planned for April but
had to be put off because Trump fired Secre-
tary of State Rex Tillerson the previous month
and Pompeo went through confirmation hear-
ings before the US Congress. Among the is-
sues on the agenda for next week’s talks were
arms sales including the transfer of Sea
Guardian surveillance drones to the Indian
navy, the first such sale of unmanned aircraft.

‘Major priority’
Haley said the ministers would discuss how

Washington can continue to support India “as
a provider of regional security, particularly in
and around the Indian Ocean.” “These discus-
sions will undoubtedly involve issues like joint
exercises and military hardware and technol-
ogy. But the strategic partnership we hope to
build is bigger and more durable than that,”
Haley told the India Observer Research Foun-
dation think-tank in New Delhi.

Indian officials also planned to discuss the
issue of sweeping US sanctions on Russia under
which any country engaged with its defense
and intelligence sectors could face secondary
US sanctions. The US move has threatened a
proposed $6 billion air defense missile deal that
India is negotiating with Russia to help it
counter the ballistic missiles and stealth aircraft
that China is developing.—Reuters


