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MUMBAI: A small plane crashed into a con-
struction site in a densely populated part of
India’s financial capital Mumbai yesterday,
killing five people including one on the ground,
officials said. Images broadcast on Indian news
channels showed flames and black smoke bil-
lowing from the area, which sits right next to
several high-rise residential towers. There
were four people on the 12-seater aircraft, dis-
aster management officials said, with witnesses
reporting hearing a loud blast as it smashed
into a half-built structure.

“There was a huge explosion and the adja-
cent tree caught fire and the fire spilled on the
streets,” a man was quoted as saying on the
NDTV news channel. “Initially we assumed an
electric box in the under-construction building
must have caught fire but when we checked
out the spot, we found the charred body of a
man who apparently was on bike when the
plane crashed,” he added. A woman, who was
also not named, reported hearing three loud
explosions and described seeing a “major fire”.
Video footage posted online showed bright or-
ange flames licking the side of a building next
to a construction site. 

Other images shot after the fire was put out
showed firemen sifting through the twisted
wreckage of the twin-prop plane as crowds
looked on. The white tailfin seemed to be the
only recognizable part of the aircraft not con-
sumed in the blaze. India’s Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) said the plane was a

turbo-prop King Air C-90 and had been on a
test flight from the nearby Juhu airstrip. “There
were two pilots and two aircraft maintenance
engineers on board. All on board (the) aircraft
along with one person on ground are dead,”
the DGCA statement read.

‘Completely charred’ 
A medical officer at Rajawadi hospital, where

the victims were taken, said the dead included
three men and two women. “Their bodies were
completely charred due to the fire,” she told AFP,
adding that two injured had also been admitted
and were in a stable condition. It was not raining
at the time of the accident and weather did not
appear to have been a factor in the crash. DGCA
said it was sending a team to investigate the
cause, adding that the aircraft was owned by a
private operator who had purchased it from the
Uttar Pradesh state government.

P Rahangdale, Mumbai’s chief fire officer,
said several fire engines had rushed to the spot.
India’s National Disaster Response Force said
it was also sending a team to make sure no
there were no injured trapped under any rub-
ble at the crash site. Former Indian Aviation
Minister Praful Patel tweeted his condolences
and praised the pilot for the guiding the plane
into an open area. “Salute to the pilot who
showed presence of mind to avoid a big
mishap, saving many lives at the cost of her
own life,” he wrote. 

There have been several crashes involving

small planes in India in recent years. In 2015 a
light aircraft belonging to India’s paramilitary
border force crashed after taking off from New
Delhi airport, killing 10 people on board. Ten
people were killed in 2011 after an air ambu-
lance crashed into a residential area in Farid-
abad, near the capital. Seven people on board

and three on the ground were killed. The last
deadly air crash involving a commercial plane
happened in 2010 when an Air India Boeing
737-800 over shot the runway while landing
at Mangalore airport in southern India.  At
least 158 passengers were killed and nearly a
dozen others survived the crash. —AFP

Five dead as plane plunges 
into Mumbai building site

Their bodies were completely charred due to the fire

MUMBAI: Indian rescue workers and firemen gather around the wreckage of a small plane that crashed into
a construction site killing five people. —AFP

Top Bangladeshi 
extremist killed
DHAKA: Bangladeshi police said that a top
Islamist extremist in police custody was
killed yesterday, the latest in a string of what
activists suspect are extra-judicial killings.
Abdur Rahman was a regional military chief
of a group blamed for a 2016 attack on a
Dhaka cafe that killed 22 hostages including
18 foreigners, police said. Held since July 24
over the murder of a secular publisher, Rah-
man died on yesterday morning in an am-
bush by extremists as he accompanied
officers on a search operation in the central
town of Sirajdikhan, they said. “He was shot
dead during a gunfight with the extremists,”
district police chief Zaidul Alam said. Two
policemen were also injured, police said.

Over the past two years, security forces
have shot dead more than 80 alleged mili-
tants. Hundreds of suspected Islamists have
also been arrested and scores sentenced to
death. The murder on June 11 of Shahzahan
Bachchu, 60, a publisher and a former Com-
munist Party official, reawakened worries
over a renewal of extremist attacks in the

Muslim-majority country. Police said Rah-
man had admitted that his group was behind
the murder. Police were initially slow to fin-
ger Islamists as it was the first such killing in
more than two years, but counter-terrorism
officers later told local media that they
thought extremists were indeed to blame.
Rahman was the “Dhaka regional military
wing chief” of Jamayetul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB), Alam said. 

JMB, founded by Bangladeshi jihadists
who took part in the Afghan civil war in
the 1990s, regrouped after the execution
of its founder and top leadership in 2007,
attacking the Holey Artisan Bakery in July
2016.The subsequent crackdown has
raised concerns among activists and rights
groups.”We have said from the very be-
ginning there are questions about these
crossfire or gun battle deaths,” Nur Khan
Liton, a prominent activist and formerly
the head of rights group Ain o Salish
Kendra said. “There are reasons to believe
that these suspected extremists were in
fact victims of extra-judicial killings,” he
said. “Had he been alive, police would have
the opportunities to get key information
about his network and the murder of the
publisher.” —AFP

Pakistan takes 
radical Sunni off 
terrorist watchlist 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has removed the leader of one
of the country’s largest Islamist extremist groups from
its terrorist watchlist while the Election Commission
considers whether his group can field candidates in a
general election next month, an official said yesterday.
Muhammad Ahmed Ludhianvi is head of Ahl-e-Sun-
nat Wal Jamaat (ASWJ), a radical Sunni group that has
incited violence against Pakistan’s minority Shiite
Muslims. ASWJ shares roots with the more violent
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi militant group based in central
Punjab province, which had strong ties to Al Qaeda
and has waged a deadly campaign against Shiites for
more than two decades.

Who authorized the removal of Ludhianvi from the
terrorist list is unclear, as a caretaker government is
running Pakistan during the two months of campaign-
ing ahead of the July 25 general election. The ASWJ
has registered dozens of candidates to stand in poll,
using another name for their party, but their candidacy
has been challenged because of the group’s inclusion
on the terrorist watchlist. An order from the National
Counter Terrorism Authority dated June 14 that was
obtained by Reuters specifies that Ludhianvi be taken
off the “schedule four” list of people with links to ter-
rorism and his bank accounts unfrozen.

However, a senior official with NACTA said the
body was acting on recommendations from the Punjab

government.”We got a recommendation from Punjab
government that Ludhianvi was no more on fourth
schedule and wasn’t required on watchlist, and we just
removed him,” a NACTA official said. But, Hasan
Askari Rizvi, the caretaker chief minister of Punjab
province, indicated that the decision came from the
federal government. 

“Punjab Government is implementing decisions of
Election Commission and the federal government in
this regard,” Rizvi told Reuters. He said Ludhianvi’s as-
sets would be unfrozen and he would be free to travel.
“The election commission will decide today in a meet-
ing whether his group can contest the election.”

Going mainstream
The election pits the former ruling party of ousted

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif - who was disqualified
from office last year by the Supreme Court - against
opposition figure Imran Khan’s party as well as the
Pakistan People’s Party led by Bilawal Bhutto Zardar,
the son of assassinated leader Benazir Bhutto. Islamist
parties have seldom had a major impact at elections,
though they have created a high profile and possess a
solid vote bank and have at times, according to ana-
lysts, enjoyed covert support from Pakistan’s intelli-
gence agencies. 

Ludhianvi has made forays into politics before. The
Sunni cleric is best known for fomenting hatred against
the country’s minority Shiites, but he has recently
shown signs of seeking to rehabilitate his group’s
image. Earlier this year, he was one of more than 1,800
Pakistani Muslim clerics who signed an Islamic direc-
tive, or fatwa, forbidding suicide bombings, in a book
unveiled by the government. —Reuters


