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Thousands of Kuwaiti students attend university in the United States and
each year hundreds of parents make the journey to see them graduate.
In this photo, Kuwaiti youth Khaled Abu-Ghazaleh graduates from Quin-
nipiac University in Connecticut. — Photos by Yousef Abu-Ghazaleh

By Ghadah Alkandari

This was it, the moment both his father and I had been waiting for, his name being called out at commencement: Kha-
LEED A-BOO Gha-ZAY-lay! Shoot! We knew they’d get it wrong, but not this wrong! We were so taken aback by the
pronunciation that our cheer was lackluster at best, despite a significant number of our son’s family in attendance.

Still, we were bursting with pride. 

My son Khaled Abu-Ghazaleh’s graduation was
on May 19, 2018 at 9 am, the same day and time as
the royal wedding in the UK. It was pouring outside
and all I wanted to do was stay in my hotel room and
watch Harry and Meghan exchange their I Dos. Not
that I wasn’t excited about my son’s graduation, but
he did have another one the next day. See, my very
clever boy graduated with both a Bachelor of Arts
and a Bachelor of Science degree from Quinnipiac
University in Connecticut. 

From the age of three, Khaled showed a great
propensity for computer game creativity and skill: he
was modifying existing programs, creating his own
music on GarageBand, and perfecting his whimsical
characters. And he always marched to his own drum.
We never bought him a packaged PC; his was a com-
posite of components he’d either find at specialized
stores or order online. So of course he would, after

much research, settle on an obscure university called
Quinnipiac, in Connecticut. 

It was a mouthful at first, but four years was ample
time to finally have it roll off our tongues without a
twist. A cute aside here: my mother had the toughest
time with it, “Tell me again, what’s the state?” “KUN-
NETIKUT, you don’t pronounce the second ‘c’”.
“And the school again?” “KINNIPIAK”. This was
happening throughout the four years of my son’s ed-
ucation in the United States.

The first challenge: A US visit visa
Khaled went off to college in 2014. That same year

I applied for a US visa so I could visit, and my appli-
cation was rejected. I was crushed (and a little trau-
matized, because I’m one of those people who makes
a mountain out of a molehill, and the lady at the win-
dow was quite laconic and stern about it). 

Khaled Abu-Ghazaleh


