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Washington Nationals’ bats fall flat 
again in 1-0 loss at Tampa Bay Rays

Host New York edged Pittsburgh 4-3

LONDON: The International Association of
Athletics Federations (IAAF) will not soften its
stance on new regulations for female classification
and is ready to defend it in the Court of Arbitration
for Sport(CAS), president Sebastian Coe has said.

Coe’s comments follow Tuesday’s meeting in
London with Athletics South Africa president
Aleck Skhosana in which the concerns of ASA over
the new ruling were discussed. ASA and South
African double Olympic and triple world 800
metres champion Caster Semenya have both sepa-
rately appealed to CAS to have the new regula-
tions that limit the levels of naturally-occurring
testosterone in female athletes set aside.

Coe and Skhosana met to clarify their positions
and with neither side willing to budge they have
declared that CAS is the best body to rule on the
dispute. “We will support our athletes on the
grounds that the regulations discriminate against
certain female athletes on the basis of natural
physical characteristics and/or sex,” Skhosana said
in a media release from the IAAF yesterday.

He added that ASA and Semenya have the sup-
port of the South African government and the
country’s Olympic Committee. But Coe says there
will be no easing of the regulations, set to be
introduced on Nov. 1, as the IAAF believe they
are the fairest solution to a tricky challenge facing
the sport.

“We need to create competition categories
within our sport that ensures that success is deter-
mined by talent, dedication and hard work, rather
than by other factors that are not considered fair
or meaningful, such as the enormous physical
advantages that an adult has over a child, or a male
athlete has over a female athlete,” Coe said.

“We therefore need to come up with a fair solu-
tion for intersex/DSD (differences of sexual devel-
opment) athletes wishing to compete in the female
category, which is what the new regulations set out
to do, based on the evidence the IAAF has gath-
ered about the degree of performance benefit that
such intersex/DSD athletes get from their higher
levels of circulating testosterone.”—Reuters
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ST PETERSBURG: Nathan Eovaldi outdueled Max
Scherzer on Tuesday as the Tampa Bay Rays polished off a
two-game sweep of the Washington Nationals with a 1-0
decision at Tropicana Field in St Petersburg, Fla. Eovaldi
(2-3) didn’t allow a hit until Bryce Harper doubled off the
top of the left field wall with two outs in the top of the
sixth inning. Eovaldi rebounded, getting Anthony Rendon
to bounce out to third baseman Matt Duffy for the third
out. Eovaldi struck out a season-high nine and walked two
over his six innings, winning for the first time since his sea-
son debut at Oakland on May 30. Sergio Romo fanned
Michael A. Taylor on three pitches with the bases loaded
and two outs in the ninth to pick up his sixth save.
Scherzer (10-4) permitted just four hits and a run over
seven innings, walking three and fanning four. It marked
just the second time in his last 10 starts that Scherzer
didn’t strike out at least nine batters.

DIAMONDBACKS 5, MARLINS 3
John Ryan Murphy drove in three runs to lead Arizona

past host Miami. Zack Godley (9-5) earned the win,
improving to 4-0 in his past four starts. He allowed six hits,
four walks and two runs in five
innings. Marlins rookie Elieser
Hernandez (0-5), making his first
start in three-plus weeks, took
the loss despite striking out the
side in the fourth. He was lifted
for a pinch hitter in the bottom
of the fourth with Miami trailing
2-1.  He allowed four hits, two
walks and two runs, striking out
a career-high eight batters.

GIANTS 3, ROCKIES 2
Gorkys Hernandez drew a

bases-loaded, two-out, full-count walk from Colorado
relief ace Adam Ottavino in the bottom of the eighth inning,
breaking a tie and sending host San Francisco to a win in
the series opener. The Giants bounced right back after the
Rockies had rallied to even the score at 2 in the top of the
eighth on a two-out single by Trevor Story and a run-scor-
ing double by Ian Desmond that kicked off the glove of San
Francisco right fielder Andrew McCutchen. Ottavino (3-1)
surrendered a one-out single to Brandon Crawford and
intentionally walked Joe Panik after Crawford stole second.
Austin Slater then struck out for the second out before
pinch hitter Alen Hanson drew a walk to load the bases and
Hernandez worked Ottavino for the go-ahead walk.

ASTROS 7, BLUE JAYS 0
Charlie Morton twirled seven shutout innings while Jake

Marisnick delivered at the plate and in the field as Houston
blanked visiting Toronto. Morton (10-1) became the first
member of the Houston staff to reach double digits in wins,
reclaiming the form that highlighted his sensational start to
this season. After scuffling with his command for three con-
secutive starts, the veteran right-hander displayed a masterful

control of his repertoire, issuing just two walks while surren-
dering four hits-all singles-and recording 13 strikeouts. The
Blue Jays recorded their first hit with two outs in the fifth
inning when Russell Martin lined a sharp single to left field.
Randal Grichuk followed with another single, but Morton
induced a groundball out from shortstop Aledmys Diaz.

METS 4, PIRATES 3 (10 INNINGS)
Wilmer Flores delivered a walk-off RBI single with one

out in the 10th inning as host New York edged Pittsburgh.
The Mets snapped a seven-game losing streak and
improved to 5-18 in June. The Pirates have lost six of seven.
Michael Conforto led off the 10th by drawing a walk
against Steven Brault (5-2). Todd Frazier followed with a
single before Asdrubal Cabrera’s bunt was caught by
Brault. Flores then hit Brault’s second pitch just fair down
the third base line for his third walk-off hit of the season
and ninth of his career, tying the team record.

YANKEES 6, PHILLIES 0
Luis Severino pitched seven scoreless innings, Aaron

Hicks and Didi Gregorius each homered and New York
breezed past host Philadelphia.
Severino (12-2) gave up six hits
while striking out nine. He threw
103 pitches, 72 for strikes. Hicks,
Gleyber Torres and Giancarlo
Stanton each had two hits for
the Yankees. Phillies starter Jake
Arrieta (5-6) continued his June
struggles after allowing nine hits
and six runs, three earned, in
five innings. Arrieta, who hasn’t
won a start since May 29, has a
6.66 ERA in June.

RED SOX 9, ANGELS 1
Jackie Bradley Jr. socked a solo homer and had four

RBIs to aid another strong start for David Price as Boston
routed visiting Los Angeles. Price (9-5) allowed a run on
five hits with two walks and seven strikeouts in six innings,
earning his seventh win in nine starts. The southpaw has
permitted three or fewer earned runs in each of his last nine
outings. Mookie Betts, J.D. Martinez and Christian Vazquez
added solo shots, and both Andrew Benintendi and Mitch
Moreland drove in one run for the Red Sox, who have won
four of their last five games.

ATHLETICS 9, TIGERS 7
Jed Lowrie had the game-winning hit in the ninth inning

for the second consecutive game, and Oakland rallied from
a six-run deficit to hand host Detroit its seventh straight
loss. Lowrie, who hit a solo homer off Detroit closer Shane
Greene one day earlier, smacked an RBI single off Greene
(2-5) in the A’s latest victory. Lowrie finished with four hits,
including a homer, drove in two runs and scored twice.
Oakland improved to four games over .500 for the first
time since 2014.

BREWERS 5, ROYALS 1
Freddy Peralta pitched seven dazzling innings and

combined with three relievers on a three-hitter as
Milwaukee beat visiting Kansas City. In his fourth career
start, Peralta (3-0) only allowed a third-inning double
down the right field line to Adalberto Mondesi and struck
out 10. The only other baserunner he allowed was a two-
out walk to Alex Gordon in the second. Christian Yelich,
Jesus Aguilar and Ryan Braun homered off Jakob Junis
(5-9) as Milwaukee improved to a major league-leading
39-11 when going deep.

PADRES 3, RANGERS 2
Hunter Renfroe capped a three-run eighth inning with

a two-out, run-scoring double to lead San Diego to a
come-from-behind win over host Texas. The Rangers had
taken a 2-0 lead into the eighth on solo home runs by
Rougned Odor and Robinson Chirinos. The Padres won
for only the second time in 10 games while snapping a
three-game losing streak. The Rangers had won eight of
nine going into Tuesday night.

MARINERS 3, ORIOLES 2
Kyle Seager lined a two-run single in the top of the

eighth inning that gave Seattle a narrow win over host
Baltimore. Seattle starter James Paxton (7-2) ended a
brief two-start winless streak by allowing two runs on six
hits in seven innings. He struck out 10 and walked one.
Baltimore starter Kevin Gausman allowed one run on five

hits in six innings but came away with a no-decision
thanks to the Mariners’ late rally.

REDS 5, BRAVES 3
Right-hander Matt Harvey made arguably his best

start since joining the Cincinnati rotation, throwing 6 2/3
strong innings in a win over host Atlanta. Harvey (3-5)
scattered six hits and walked one batter during his
longest start of the season. He improved to 3-3 since
joining the Reds on May 8. Rookie Jesse Winker paced
the Cincinnati attack by going 3-for-4 and driving in two
runs. He has hit safely in six of his last seven games, hit-
ting .444 (8-for 18) during that stretch. Scooter Gennett
had two hits to extend his hitting streak to nine games
and scored three runs.

CARDINALS 11, INDIANS 2
Matt Carpenter had two homers and Jose Martinez and

Kolten Wong also homered as host St. Louis knocked out
Cleveland ace Corey Kluber in the second inning en route
to an easy win. Martinez’s two-out, three-run homer
capped a five-run second inning and chased Kluber (11-
4), who gave up six hits and six runs in 1 2/3 innings in his
shortest career start. He walked one and struck out two in
a game delayed by rain at the start for 86 minutes.
Carpenter had five hits, including a double and two sin-
gles, and scored five runs. He homered in the first and
eighth innings and is 8-for-9 in the series.— Reuters

MIAMI: Jake Lamb #22 of the Arizona Diamondbacks doubles in the third inning for a score during the
game against the Miami Marlins at Marlins Park on Tuesday in Miami, Florida. — AFPBoston rout 

visiting 
Los Angeles

LONDON: The spectre of seven-times Wimbledon
champion Serena Williams facing world number one
Simona Halep in the Wimbledon first round was removed
yesterday as the American was named as the 25th seed.

Debate has raged over whether the 36-year-old, 23-
times Grand Slam champion, who is down at 183 in the
WTA rankings following maternity leave, should be
bumped up into a seeded position. The decision by the
All England Club committee means Williams, winner in
2016 but absent last year because of pregnancy, will
avoid big names until at least the third round.

Halep is top seed in the women’s singles with 2017
champion Garbine Muguruza at three, while defending
men’s champion Roger Federer is number one seed
despite Spaniard Rafael Nadal taking over as world
number one this week. When the seedings committee
met on Tuesday, the thorny issue of whether to break
from the current WTA rankings, the usual criteria for
seeding the women’s draw, and elevate Williams was top
of their agenda.

It reserves the right to change the women’s seedings
to “produce a balanced draw” and Williams, whose pro-
tected ranking does not guarantee a seeding, clearly is a
special case. At the French Open last month, when her
ranking was 451, she was not seeded and came up
against Australian 17th seed Ashleigh Barty in the second
round, winning in three sets.

She reached the fourth round before pulling out
shortly before her match against Russian Maria
Sharapova. While many have said Williams, who has

played only seven competitive matches since giving birth
to daughter Alexis Olympia last September, should not
be penalised for taking time out to start a family, others
say seeding her is unfair.

One of them, Slovakian former Australian Open finalist
Dominika Cibulkova, is the player most disadvantaged
by the decision to seed Williams, as she is 32nd in the
rankings and would have taken the last seeded spot.

Cibulkova could now potentially face Halep, or
Williams, in the first round. “I think it’s now right that
WTA offers a protected ranking.  I think that’s good. But
I think this is a little bit of a different story,” she said at
the Eastbourne championships.

“Why should I not be seeded if I have the right to be?
“I think if it was a different player, not her, I think she
would not be seeded. It’s just because she won it many
times and she’s Serena Williams. So I think that’s why.”
The men’s seeds show a few tweaks from the ATP rank-
ings with Wimbledon using a formula designed to take
into account results on grasscourts.

Last year’s runner-up Marin Cilic is number three
seed despite a world ranking of five, while three-times
champion Novak Djokovic is 12th seed-five spots higher
than his ranking. Apart from Williams, 2016 men’s run-
ner-up Milos Raonic is the biggest riser with a 13th
seeding from a ranking of 32. — Reuters
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NEW DELHI: The football World Cup may be attract-
ing viewers across the planet but cricket has a huge
audience too, with a fanbase of more than a billion peo-
ple, a major new survey says.  The report, conducted by
Nielsen Sports for the International Cricket Council,
put the number of fans at 1.039 billion-mostly male, liv-
ing in South Asia, and with an average age of 34.

However, 39 percent are female, the survey says,
adding that the venerable, five-day Test format remains
popular, attracting interest from 70 percent of fans. The
ICC said it was the biggest market research project into
the sport, involving 19,000 interviews around the world
with fans aged 16-69.  ICC chief executive Dave
Richardson said it showed the sport needs to retain its
focus on all three international formats: Tests, 50-over
one-day games and Twenty20s.

“We get a number of doomsayers predicting the
death of Tests, even 50-over cricket, but actually the
strategy to focus on all three formats is still probably
the right way to go,” Richardson said in a conference
call from Dubai.  He added that the upcoming World
Test Championship, starting in July next year, will only
enhance the popularity of the game’s traditional format.

“I hope it (Test championship) will be a significant rise
in interest around the world and will add to the number
of fans following Tests,” Richardson said.

The ICC also said that a “global strategy” was in the
works to make cricket “an easier sport to follow”-the
arcane “Laws of Cricket” published by Lord’s Cricket
Ground has 82 pages. Jargon such as googlies, jaffas,
maidens and chin music make cricket notoriously inac-
cessible to newcomers, while the sport’s support
remains rooted in its traditional markets.

“Passion for cricket in the sub-continent drives 90
per cent of the fans,” said Aarti Dabas, the ICC’s head
of media rights, broadcast and digital. The survey also
identified almost 300 million active participants over
the age of 16, and said 87 percent of fans want T20
cricket included in the Olympics. —AFP
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